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Queuing for home 


By Farah Qassem 
Star Staff Writer 

ONE OF die most interesting things to see- in 
Amman are tbe everpresent queues. They on a 
different meaning in Ramadan. And they become 
particularly glaring right after doc king-off time, 
when waves, npon waves of human mass descend 
on the main intersections in the capital to catch 
buses and other means of transport to their different 
distillations. 

_ The Abdalli and Ragbdao bus terminals spring to 
life at around 1:30 pm, when commuters begin shuf¬ 
fling their way to the different bus lanes. By 2 in tbe 
afternoon tbe human traffic is so dense, that it 


becomes almost impossible for people to set foot in 
A1 Abdalli area for example. 

For the next hour and a half, it is sheer chaos. Not 
only the queues become longer and longer but more 
hazardous because of the continuing influx of buses 
thar keep dissecting the human trails, right, left and 
center. 

Indeed, this requires the individual to keep vigi¬ 
lant: one eye on the queue to keep his turn, another, 
on the emerging buses, making sure that both his 
body and feet are: os far away as possible from the 
buses as they zoom by. On top of dial while endur¬ 
ing what seems to be as an endless wait, you are 
constantly harrased by beggars—from different 


ages—and street sellers who want to give you any¬ 
thing for a dime or in this case piasters. 

Once you think you have reached the tip of the 
queue, and waiting is at an end, you are confronted 
immediately by streams and streams of people from 
the other end. Now you have to watch yourself from 
different queues from the other side, but there is no 
time to stand and watch. It becomes die sheer will 
of survival, you either pusfa forward and scream, or 
forever lose yourself in the looming exodus. What 
is frustrating however is that the controllers at the 
doors of tbe buses don't seem to mind the queue 

Continued on page 2 
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Saddam regains mass 
Arab support after 
bilateral aggression 


NUMBER 
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By Ibtisam Awadat 

Star Stiff Writer 
THE FOUR-PAY US-British 
aggression on Iraq has stopped 
for the time being. US Resi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton and British 
^Priroe Minister Tony Blair 
•claimed they had achieved the 
goals they had previously set 
for the military campaign. 

However, subsequent state¬ 
ments and views made by Clin¬ 
ton suggest otherwise. The 
president pointed oat that his- 
. cotmtryis'WilllngTO sappGrfr ft/ 
new leadership in Iraq, and that 
they are ready to increase their 
aid to the Iraqi opposition. Hus 
statement also proves that the 
only objective behind the 
strikes is to go after Iraqi Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Blair said the purpose of the 
strikes was simply to weaken 
Saddam and- his military 
|nforces. ’ 

However, political analysts 
say that the strikes were a ploy 
for Clinton to save his presi¬ 
dency. It was a - last ditch 
attempt to rescue him from 
impeachment, but this was not' 
achieved: 

“It is quiet obvious that the 
US-British aggression resulted 
in a victory for Saddam Huss¬ 
ein and die Iraqi people,” said 
Hosni A1 Shayyab, professor of 
Political Science at the Israa’ 
University. 

‘The oppressors realized 
that they are fighting a criminal 
war, a war without objectives 
or goals, just for tbe sake of 
.destruction,** Al Shayyab 
added. 

^ “Arab nations should under- 
"stand that .all Arabs are tar- 
- geted and not only Iraq, so our 
opposition most be tangible. 7 ’ 
Al Shayyab strongly believes 
that a unified Arab opposition 
would bolster the position of 
Russia. China and some Euro¬ 
pean countries to pressure for 
the lifting of the sanctions on 
Iraq. 

Moreover, the US and Brit¬ 
ain, winch claimed they are 
protecting their allies in the 
region, have done just the 
, opposite. '‘America aim Britain, 
are destabilizing these regimes 
instead of protecting them,” Al 
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Shayyab continued. “What is 
happening now is that America 
is losing its friends while Iraq 
is winning,’' Al Shayyab con¬ 
tinued. “Clinton should under¬ 
stand that this »Ti«ck is another 
fiasco added to tbe bad situa¬ 
tion he put himself into.” 

' Politically, the acad em ic 


believes that the Iraqi regime is 
now stronger than ever, since 
influential countries like Rus¬ 
sia and China accepted new 
arrangements that most lead 
eventually to the lifting of tbe 
embargo. T think, the Iraqis are 
closer than ever to tbe lifting of 
sanctions after the great sympa¬ 


thy they received,” Al Shayyab 
concluded. 

However, the justification of 
die strikes aimed at convincing 
the world of its legality did not 
work. 

Tt is amazing to listen to the 
justifications delivered by Clin¬ 
ton just before the assault took 
place ” said Dr Labib Qam- 
hawi, a well known political 
analyst 

“Nobody has the authority to 
justify the killings of people 
under the excuse of changing a. 
regime, we can’t accept the 
fact that one party can take the 
law into its own hands ” Qam- 
bawi told The Star that the 
military strikes were launched 
by rally two countries outside 
the framework of the UN. 

'What is more important is 
the fact that “the oppressors, 
were not able to find a credible 
alternative to tbe Iraqi regime 
they were dying to destroy," 
Qamhawi continued. “This 
proves that there is not a viable 
and credible opposition which 

Continued on page 2 




Slight is right’, or is it 
the other way round? 


declaration to end air, 

-I; strikes oil Iraq; last' ’Saturday, relieved many / 
*-frame aiul Mwi imdnn in rheiArah World. 
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■ threats to take military action against Iraq if it 
'doesn’t cooperate. - 

. But : political analysts see. a clear link 
•between the US attacks cm Iraq, which started 
last Vfednesday, and Presideut Bill CEnron’s 
.■inroeadbroent debate. 

; -The attack took place one day before the 
TJS House of Representatives' was due to vote 
bparticles to impeachdinton. 

- American .and British military attacks, 

which lasted for 70 hours; are a clear viola- 
itiOH of human rights,” said one angry Jorda¬ 
nian crozen,Tvbo was watching tbe bombing 
on TV.-'. ... 

v Atotiier oufraged Palestinian citizen cried 
-out, .‘*we .have'to. extend our great thanks to 
tbe: US president because he attacked Iraq 
.before Ramadan, itseems that be respects our 
• emotions r he said sarcastically. 

' . Qihtra tod already ended a visit to Gaza in 

Continued mi page 2 





nbmg leaves 
What next? 


By Josh Friedman '• 
BAGHDAD^-Tbe bulldozers 
are already cleaning up the 
nibble and, to die extent it was 
disrupted, life here is returning 
to. wirat passes for normal.. 

But now. that the four-day 
militar y pounding of. Iraq is * 
over, dijwainats are wrestling, 
with - . a'; far.. tougher prob¬ 
lem—what comes next ibr Iraq 
and for the-.aims mspection 
program that is at the center of 
ns problems with the West 

There is widespread consen¬ 
sus that tint just, completed' 
bombing campaign was more* 
limited, at feast on the ■surface, 
4an . wiua had been expected- 
Bat aaerng diplomats and the 
few Iracns willing to speak 
openly, there is disagreement 


over whether the .bomb and 
rockets strengthened or weak T 
ened Saddam Hussein. 

• ‘ “A heavy blow was dealt to. 
the regime.” said one diplomat 
friendly to the United States, 

. “This , has been a real degrad¬ 
ing of tbe capacity to restore 
the areenal of we^wns of mass, 
destruction and also seriously 
weaken the possibility to use 
other means to . stay- in 
power— toe armed forces and 
the security forces." 

Another diplomat, from a 
country closer .to Iraq, sees it 
differently- “At West Point,, 
the attack would have been 
considered textbook perfect 
riamagpri military targets, no 
casualties, all planes returned 
safely. But the aim was politi¬ 


cal hot mifftaiy. He’s still in 
power. He’s got more allies 
such as Ranee, China and 
Russia. 

. No one is talking about the 
coalition against Saddam any¬ 
more.. Those who rely on 
American power in the gulf 
. null have second thoughts.” 

There are questions whether 
the UN Special Commission 
charged .with inspecting Iraq 
for weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion. and its provocative chief, 
Richard Butler, will be 
allowed back. 

Without tiie inspections, it is 
unlikely that economic sanc¬ 
tions imposed after Iraq’s 
,1990 thwarted invasion of 
Kuwait, will be lifted any time 
soon. 


As a deeply divided UN 
Security Council held consul¬ 
tations on the Iraq crisis Tues¬ 
day, the United States warned 
that it was ready to use ns veto 
to keep sanctions in force. 

Meanwhile, the Clinton 
administration offered Tues¬ 
day to allow Iraq to export 
more crude oil to raise money 
for food and medicine, but 
held out little prospect that 
Iraq can escape from other UN 
economic sanctions in the 
foreseeable future. 

US Under Secretaiy of State 
Thomas Pickering said in 
Washington that tbe amount of 
oil Iraq could export should be 
increased if its people were 

Continued on page 2 



Two young Egyptian girls chat as they hold colotful Ramadan lanterns or 
f *Fanouse” } in front of a shop 21 December. During the fasting month of Ramadan, 
Muslims refrain from food and drink from dawn to dusk. Reuters 


Jordanians 
condemn 
strikes 
against Iraq 

Star Staff Writer 
BILL CLINTON and Tony 
Blair will face a public trial 
accusing them of criminal and 
aggressive attacks against Iraqi 
civilians, hospitals, and univer¬ 
sities. The trial will take place 
in Amman but the time is still 
undecided. This trial is the 
brain-child of the pro-Iraq 
National Recruitment 

Committee. 

Hie Committee plans to 
invite several distinguished 
Arab personalities to lake pan 
in this event. 

Meanwhile, the public ver¬ 
dict against the two leaders 
appear to have already been 
decided. The public does noi 
seem to need a trial since the 
evidence already exists. Shouts 
and placards screamed that 
“BH1 Clinton and Tony Blair 
are found guilty of committing 
the most savage and barbarous 
attacks against a whole 
nation.” 

Jordanian anger was exhib¬ 
ited through mass protests all 
around tbe Kingdom in con¬ 
demnation of the assault at the 
beginning of the holy month of 
Ramadan. 

“It’s an attack on all Arab 
countries, our leaders should 
declare a pro-Iraqi stand,” said 
a student at the University of 
Jordan. 

Students at the University 
driven by their anger organized 
a-peaceful rally. The demon¬ 
stration kept growing as more 
students joined the rally as it 
moved around the campus. 

“Thank you Clinton for your 
feelings towards the month of 
Ramadan, but you will pay 

Continued on page 2 


Early Israeli elections 
to freeze peace process 


By Ghassan Joha and 
news agency dispatches 

JUST DAYS after Israeli Knesr 
set gave initial approval to hold 
elections early next year, tbe 
electoral campaign opened 
with a bang as several deputies 
come forward to compete for 
the Liknd leadership. 

A day after he agreed to 
early elections, Netanyahu 
watched his political fate come 
to an end while sliding into 
deadlock between supporters 
and opponents concerning fur¬ 
ther territorial concessions to 
Palestinians as put of the US- 
brokered peace process. 

The opposition bill passed 
Monday at first reading on a 
roll call vote by 81-30 with 
four distentions. 

Members of Natanyahu’s 
own Likud party backed the 
bill acknowledging that the 
embattled Israeli leader could 
no longer run a stable majority. 

With internal issues consum¬ 
ing the national attention, 
Israel’s two-month-old peace 
accord with the Palestinians is 
presently on hold. 

Tbe no-confidence vote 
capped a chaotic session of the 
120-member Knesset, where 
Netanyahu’s right-wing coali¬ 
tion has crumbled over the 
Wye land-for-security accord 
he signed with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat last 
October. 

Shortly before the vote. 



Netanyahu 

opposition Labor party leader 
Ebud Barak rejected a dramatic 
last-ditch call by Netanyahu for 
a 72-hour recess to explore the 
chances for a national unity 
government. Barak said that 
the only way to face the matter 
is to have early elections. 

Members of parliament also 
rejected an appeal by Netan¬ 
yahu for cross-party backing to 
the five conditions he had set 
for the Palestinians before 
resuming the Wye deal. 

The Israeli cabinet sus¬ 
pended the Wye agreement last 
Sunday, and affirmed (hat die 

decision made by Netanyahu 
eariier this month is only an 
attempt to save his coalition. 

In reference to the condi¬ 
tions Netanyahu had set to 
resume talks with tbe Palestin¬ 
ians, the Israeli Prime Minister 
told parliament in a speech fall 
Of rhetorics “If the majority of 
members don’t want to support 


my policies, there is only one 
choice, either we change the 
people or the Knesset, I recom¬ 
mend we change the Knesset-" 

Conditions include a PNA 
renouncement to declare a 
state, its acceptance of Israel's 
terms for freeing Palestinian 
prisoners, halting incitement 
and violence, collecting illegal 
weapons. and accepting 
Israel's demand for reciprocity. 

The Palestinians rejected the 
conditions and stated that they 
are complying with the accord 
and warned Israel noi to use its 
elections as on excuse to ignore 
its commitments. “The present 
Israeli government is a legiti¬ 
mate one, therefore, it must 
carry out the agreements it has 
signed,” said Ahmed Taibi. a 
senior advisor to President 
Arafat. 

Palestinians doubt that the 
US administration would force 
Israel to fulfill their commit¬ 
ments. although they believe 
that this might be the only way 
out. 

Men and women from across 
tiie ideological spectrum were 
scrambling for positions amid 
the latest upheaval in Israeli 
politics, triggered first by the 
latest peace deal with the Pal¬ 
estinians and now by the move 
to early elections. On both the 
right and the left, parties were 
splin dering and politicians 
were seeking fresh alliances. 

Tbe early elections bill will 
require two further readings to 
become law, possibly os early 


as Monday. 28 December, A 
date for the early elections 
must as well be scheduled. 

Netanyahu, however, favors 
late April, to shy of the 4 May 
deadline when Palestinians 
reserve their right to declare an 
independent state. Analysis say 
that the elections ore most 
likely to be held between 
March and May. 

According to tbe Israeli con¬ 
stitution. such elections must 
be held within four months of 
the no confidence vote' date. 
Late news rushed in saying that 
Netanyahu may consider a vety 
late date, due to political differ¬ 
ences In his Likud pony. 

At least four Likud leaders 
indicated that they will oppose 
or abandon Netanyahu, and 
other ponies ore expected to 
join the race. 

Netanyahu's former Finance 
Minister Dan Meridor aban¬ 
doned his party and said that he 
will run as a candidate for 
prime minister under a new 
centrist banner. 

Meridor, who enjoys a repu¬ 
tation among Israelis’as a gen¬ 
tle man of integrity, said that 
the truth has vanished and the 
country must be saved from. 
"Netanyahu's dangerous false 
appeals." 

A vivid sign that something 
is up in Israeli politics is the 
startling popularity of the 

recently retired citief-of-staff 
Amnon Shahak. The self- 

Coutinued on page 2 
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Saddam regains mass Arab 
support after bilateral aggression 



Continued from page 1 

goes lo show ihai the Iraqi 
regime is supported by the 
majority of the Iraqi people.” 
Qumhawi said. However, he 
believes that determining who 
governs Iraq is an internal Iraqi 
issue. 

Nobody gave the Americans 
the right to choose for Iraqis 
the kind of regime which 
should govern them. Once 
again this criminal attack on 
Iraq consolidates the old belief 
that the enemy of the Arab peo¬ 
ple is the US. he stated. 

On Lhe other hand the strikes 
only succeeded in creating new 
waves of anti-Americanism 
which was clearly exhibited in 
demonstrations that took place 
in the Arab world and around 
the globe. 

"I think the Iraqi leadership 
is closer than before to its peo¬ 
ple. and any attempt to change 
the regime will not only be 


rejected by the regime but also 
by the people, which proves 
that Saddam wins." Qamhawi 
added. 

The latest strikes on Iraq 
have drawn a new image of the 
Arab world concerning the 
existing Arab regimes. •'Dem¬ 
onstrators described their 
regimes as weak, defeated and 
failed to meet their aspira¬ 
tions." Qamhawi said. 

The official stance was dif¬ 
ferent from the massively popu¬ 
lar position, it is argued. 

"The official stance exhib¬ 
ited marginal and insignificant 
statements of support which 
came too little and too late.” 
Qamhawi concluded. 

Other experts suggest that 
the aggression achieved noth¬ 
ing since it was a random fighL 
"The plan was to destroy the 
military infrastructures and to 
create internal chaos that would 
topple the regime.** said Mash- 


hoor Hadeetheh. a retired Lieu¬ 
tenant General. 

More than that, "the strikes 
inflamed Arab support which 
erupted into popular demon¬ 
strations throughout the Arab 
world to pressure their lead¬ 
ers." Hadeetheh. a military ana¬ 
lyst told The Star. 

-What Kuwait sought to see 
is a destroyed Iraq, but this illu¬ 
sion is now dropped for good." 

Politically. the strikes 
strengthened the Iraqi regime 
and made Saddam Hussein a 
national hero. 

"The only positive thing 
from the attack is the fact drat it 
has shown the failure of 
UNSCOM and that it wouldn't 
be going back. It has also 
shown that international action 
is needed to stop the United 
States from acting alone," 
Hadeetheh concluded. ■ 


Jordanians in uproar 
against strikes on Iraq 


Might is right’, or is it 
the other way round? 


Continued From page 1 

Wednesday, to attend the Pal¬ 
estine National Authority's 
\>ne on abolishing articles in 
the National Charter about the 
■Jesmiction of Israel. 

After failing lo convince 
Israel to slick to its commit¬ 
ments to the Wye accord. Clin¬ 
ton Hied back to Washington 
where he immediately ordered 
his military officials to attack 
Iraq. 

The 70-hour air raids, which 
U'ied cruise and Tomahawk 
missiles, left an estimated 73 
Iraqis dead and thousands of 
casualties, most of whom were 
civilians. This is besides the 
damage they caused to the civil 
and military infrastructure. 

“It is nothing but a barbaric 
aggression on the Iraqi people, 
v. ho are known for their patri¬ 
otism. I hope that they could 
clone people like Saddam." 
said a female patriot. 

Ironically enough, the two 


ma 


parties—the US and Brit¬ 
ain—claim vicrory over each 
other. America and Britain 
declared that they have accom¬ 
plished their mission by 
destroying Saddam's military 
infrastructure which will take 
him years to rebuild. 

Analysts say that the number 
of missiles which hit Iraq dur¬ 
ing operation "Desert Fox" is 
twice the number of missiles 
launched in "Desert Storm" in 
1990. "Call it ‘fox’ or ‘storm’, 
it doesn't matter, Iraqis proved 
to be courageous enough to 
face such vicious and unfair 
attacks." a shopkeeper 
explained. 

During the Gulf War. some 
Gulf countries along with 
Egypt and Syria, condemned 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, and 
encouraged the United States 
and Britain to evict Iraqi forces. 

Nevertheless, in the recent 
bombing, some .Arab countries 
declared that they won't allow 
American aircraft to use their 


territory to launch attacks 
against Iraq. 

In Syria and Egypt, thou¬ 
sands of demonstrators took to 
the streets where they burnt 
American and British flags, 
and called on the international 
community to stop the attacks 
on Iraq. 

In Palestine, the flags which 
were raised less than two days 
before to welcome Clinton, 
were torn and burnt by angry 
demonstrators later on. 

When Clinton decorated the 
Christmas tree in Bethlehem, 
people were unaware that in 
the next day the Iraqi skies 
would be vilolated by deadily 
missiles." said a demonstrator, 
who took pan in a rally at the 
University of Jordan. 

While most .Arab countries 
kept neutral. Russia supported 
Iraq and insisted that Butler 
should resign immediately. 
Furthermore, Russia recalled 
its ambassadors in the US and 
Britain. 

But there is a mood of pessi¬ 
mism prevailing. It is feared 
that Iraq remains at the mercy 
of the United Stales and Brit¬ 
ain. The question now is 
whether the strikes will Tesume 
after Ramadan. ■ 


Continued from page 1 

dearly.” screamed one banners 
raised by students. 

“We refuse to be the weak 
link in a chain which the super¬ 
powers play with whenever 
they wish." one of the students 
told The Star. 

A large number of female 
students holding the Holy 
Koran joined the rally stamp¬ 
ing their feet on the ground in 
an expression of anger. The 
2.000 student protest ended at 
the main gate of the university 
where security forces took 
their places to prevent the 
protest from spilling over out¬ 
side the campus. 

Emotions of hostility were 
high throughout the rally 
reaching a crescendo when stu¬ 
dents tore the American and 
British flags into pieces, and 
called on the government to 
dismiss the ambassadors of the 
two countries. 

Another public event in 'sup¬ 
port of Iriq'was organizedby 
the Muslim Brotherhood. 

The speeches focused on the 
aggressive attack on an Arab 
country. “Washington and 
London are exporting death 
and destruction to Baghdad in 


total violation of all interna¬ 
tional charters," said Hama h 
Man sour, member of the 
Islamic Action Front in his 
address to a' crowd who gath¬ 
ered at the mosque of the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan. 

Speakers emphasized that 
the only people to lose in this 
conflict is the American and 
British whose leaders ace try¬ 
ing to export their internal 
problems by military attacks 
on other countries. 

But there were more protests 
in several Jordanian cities, 
men. women and children took 
to die streets in solidarity with 
their Arab neighbor. 

Jor danian* from all sectors 
called on world leaders to 
work together to end the 
strikes against Iraq. And pro¬ 
fessional associations, univer¬ 
sities, schools, businessmen all 
gathered to show solidarity 
with Iraq. 

Moreover, the Parliament, in 
ad extraordinary Session 'held 
especially to discuss the‘US 
attacks against Iraq, echoed the 
voice of Jordanians by voting 
to lift the eight-year UN sanc¬ 
tions. The unanimous decision, 
which is not binding on the 
government, is still a coura¬ 


geous step by Parliament for it 
means that it will now con¬ 
tinue to pressure the govern¬ 
ment to adopt a similar stance, 
however the decision could 
also be an example for all Arab 
countries to follow. 

The Lower House sent a 
message to the Arab Parlia¬ 
mentary Unions' Council urg¬ 
ing them to hold an emergency 
conference to discuss the 
strikes against Iraq. 

In the meantime, popular 
sectors called on Jordanians to 
support the Iraqi people 
through financial aid and col¬ 
lections. In an unprecedented' 
step, the Council of. the Jorda¬ 
nian Medical Association 
(JMA) decided to boycott all 
medical products produced in 
both the United States and 
Britain. 

Observers argue, however, 
that the official response has 
been lukewarm as it lagged 
behind popular sectors. But the 
government, allowed ‘dettrOn-i 
stratioos ter take place follow¬ 
ing Friday prayers at the Hus¬ 
sein! Mosque un downtown 
Amman where thousands of 
people marched in support of 
Iraq. The demonstration was 
peaceful. ■ 


Queuing 
for home 

Costumed from page 1 
jumbers. Frequently they let in 
anybody who manages a toe 
hold on the first step of the 
bus. 

Everybody wants to go 
homer nobody wants to wait. 
On certain bus routes like 
Zerqaand Jerash. die situation 
becomes incredulous. It is 
open day. a zoo, Commuters 
of all agjes not only jump the 
semblance of;. queues, but 
some even get in the buses by 
squeezing themselves through 
the windows. At these routes, 
its no point. ,iising- the Inis 
doors, for they are no use; It is 
the women w^fiave nxreble 
in pushing and 
spend literaHy bqurs trying K> 
get a bus step during dise iry- 
ing afternoons. Ml- 

Early Israeli 
elections 


End of bombing leaves question 


Continued from page 1 
suffering for lack of food. But 
that was the only concession 
on offer. 

Pickering said the United 
States would be prepared to 
review the economic sanc¬ 
tions imposed on Iraq after the 
1991 Gulf War if Iraqi Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein gives 
guaranteed cooperation to UN 
weapons inspectors. If not the 
sanctions will remain in place 
and the United States will use 
force as needed to block 
weapons development, he 
said. Given the administration 
conviction that Saddam will 
never give the inspection 
force known as UNSCOM the 
unfettered access that the 
United States and Britain 
demand. 

Pickering’s statement 
amounted to a declaration that 
Russia, France and other 
advocates of modifying the 
inspection system and the eco¬ 
nomic sanctions will confront 
strong US and British 
opposition. 

The ‘oil for food* program. 


he said “would be the one area 
where the United States certi¬ 
fied that additional humanitar¬ 
ian funds were needed to feed 
Iraq's population. Currently. 
Iraq is permitted to sell S 5.2 
billion worth of oil every six 
months to purchase food and 
medicine. 

Administration officials 
described Pickering's remarks 
as part of an effort to assuage 
anger in the Security Council 
about the four days of US and 
British air strikes. 

The strategy of doing some¬ 
thing for the regular people, 
diplomats here say, comes 
from the United States’ belief 
that starving people are less 
likely to speak out against 
Hussein because they are too 
busy simply trying to survive. 

Among diplomats here, 
there is a belief that the United 
States and Britain deliberately 
avoided bombing some of the 
targets hit in 1991 such as 
bridges, water systems, elec¬ 
tricity grids and oil pumping 
and shipping facilities, all of 
which are tied to the standard 


of living of the ordinary Iraqi. 

“If you hit the oil infrastruc¬ 
ture. then the ‘oil for food* 
program collapses and the peo¬ 
ple start starving again,” said 
one diplomat. He argues that 
ordinary Iraqis were gratified 
to see the precision in which 
the United Stares- and Britain 
destroyed targets associated' 
with Hussein's military and 
police power while avoiding 
civilian-related targets. ■ 
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ME peace 
process 

Continued from page 1 
confident Shahak, is still in 
uniform and dins barred from 
making political statements. 
But Israeli television said fiat 
he will complete his resignation 
from the army and announce 
his political plans -by- this 
weekend. - . 

The 54-year-old reserve gen¬ 
eral has clashed in the past with 
Netanyahu od security issues 
and is seen as' a pragmatist on 
the peace process. An earlier 
poll in Israeli newspapers con¬ 
firmed that Shahak will be 
Netanyahu's toughest opponent 
in a two-way race. Hie survey, 
made by an Israeli polling insti¬ 
tute, found voters preferring the 
general by 50 percent to 35 
over Netanyahu. Barak, another 

former military general, led 
Netanyahu by nine points. 

Besides Meridor and Shahak 
who could be strong opponents 
to Netanyahu, the campaign is 
expected to be turbulent and 
unpredictable. Tel Aviv Mayor 
Rom Milo, West. Jerusalem's 
Mayor Ehud Olmert and Com¬ 
munications Minister Limor , 
Livnat as have been repeatedly 
reported . are planning to 
oppose Netanyahu from within 
the Likud and could support a 
new centrist party. ■ . 


For the 
Record 


King receives 
cables 

AMMAN, f Petra)—His 
Majesty King Hussein 
received more cables of 
congratulations from heads 
of Arab states on the occa¬ 
sion of the advent of. the 
holy month of Ramadan. 
The leaders wished Hi? 
Majesty continued good 
health and happiness. The 
cables came from Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. Sudanese President 
Omar 

Hassan AJ Bashir.Uzbek 
President Islam Karemov 
as well as Sheikh Hamad 
Bin Mohammad Bin Jahtr 
AI Thani. x- 

Israeli election and 
peace process 
AMMAN. (Petraj—Foreign . 
Minister Abdel-Ilah At - 
Khatib Tuesday voiced : 
hope thaL the Israeli deci- : 
sion to hold early election 
would not cause any dclaj 1 
in the Mideast peace pro¬ 
cess. “Priority for Jordan; 
and for all peoples in the: 
region is to see the peace; 
process moving towards:' 
the fulfillment of the ; ' 
sought objectives toi 
achieve a just and compre v 
hensive settlement," tbcj 
Foreign Minister said in a 
statement to Petra. “We arijj 
dealing with states that rurt ^ 
the affairs of their respec¬ 
tive countries," he said. 
“Although we are con= 
cerned with .any political 
development in the region 
and its effect on the peace 
process, yet we arc at the 
same time very.much intepr 
ested in seeing the pearaj 
process going on contrinw 
ously," he added. “Wi 
hope the. peace process wit 
not become contingent 
with the/"outcome of anj 
internal political develop 
meut in any state.” the For 
eign Minister said . ; 

' * ’ * 

Meeting i 
"AMMAN, <Petra)—Chie 
of the Judiciary Counci 
and Head of the Court | 
Cassation Taher Hikmf 
Tuesday, ’ received Qata 
ambassador in Jorda 
" Shett* -Fahad <Bei r j Jas<y 
1 ; >Af-Thani.'vThe discussion 
focussed on means d 
.boosting ■ cooperation 
between the two countries 
particularly, in the field ol 
law and judicial issues. 

" PM sends cable 

.AMMAN* {Petra)—Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
sent a cable to his Algerian 
counterpart Ismael Al 
Hamdani. congratulating 
him on forming the new 
goveument in Algeria. 
Tarawneh stressed the sup¬ 
port of the Jordanian peo¬ 
ple and government to 
Algeria, - expressing his 
keenness to enhance rela¬ 
tions and . cooperation 
between the two countries 
in various fields. The 
Prime Minister wished Mr 
Al Hamdani all success in 
his post and the Algerian 
people further progress and 
prosperity. 

Tourism 

AMMAN, 

(Petra^—Minister of Tour- ^ 
ism Akil Beltaji received ** 
on Monday the Australian 
Ambassador to Jordan Ian 
Russel] and reviewed with 
him bilateral ties as well as 
ways of promoting them in 
the various fields. Discus¬ 
sions during the meeting 
also covered cooperation 
‘between the two countries 
in tourism and archaeologi¬ 
cal fields. 
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■ ON TUESDAY, 15 December, the first 
annual Oscars reception by SUCCESS for 
Training and Human Resources Development, 
took place at the Hard Rock Cafe in Amman, 
under the patronage of Minister of Information 
Nasser Joudeh, and the cooperative presence of 
Minister of Tour¬ 
ism and Antiqui¬ 
ties Aqel Beltaji. 

Mr Joudeh gave a 
very moving and 
enthusiastic 
speech thanking 
SUCCESS for its 
valuable work and 
efforts for bringing 
out the best of its 
participants, and 
sharpening their ' 1 
leadership and 

managerial skills 
which helps us ail 
to continue devel¬ 
opment The min¬ 
ister also wished 
SUCCESS the 

best for more 
growth and pros¬ 
perity. Mr Beltaji. however, gave a motivating 
speech to all the participants and encouraged 
them and SUCCESS to keep up with the fruit¬ 
ful efforts. 

Bay an Shadaideh. general manager of SUC¬ 
CESS, welcomed the audience and thanked the 
ministers on their speeches. 




She later gave Mr Joudeh the ‘Oscar of 
Honor* for his effective and continuous sup¬ 
port. The annual Oscar awards were as follows: 

Oscar of best company in year 1998, 
awarded to ARAMEX. 

Mr Ambassador of the year was awarded to 
Mr Mohammed S. 
Al Turk. Ms 
Ambassador of die 
year to Ms Lara 
Dallal. Oscar of the 
best speaker of the 
year was given to 
Mr Fadi Khoury. 
And Oscar for best 
follow-up was given 
to Hotel Inter- 
Conti oental Jordan. 

A very special 
bow was delivered 
' to Ra’ed Bilbeisi. 
general manager of 
the Amman branch- 
World Trade Cen¬ 
ter, for his outstand¬ 
ing efforts and high 
•level of 

professionalism. 

Among a number of more than IOO-people. 
general managers and senior executives were 
also present, along with El Zay. Dunes Club, - 
Housing Bank. Amin Kawar & sons, T. Gar- 
gour & Fils, and many more. The reception 
included a quiz night and a very innovative and 
active atmosphere. ■ 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views '■ 



Dr Tarawneh 


Soda! Security 

■ Prime Minister Dr Fayez AJ Tarawneh headed last 
. week at the Pluming Ministry, the second meeting of the 

Ministerial Committee for the Strategy to Combat Pov¬ 
erty and Unemploy¬ 
ment—the'. ' ' so-called 
Social Security Package 
(SSP). In das meeting Dr 
A1 Tarawneh assured that 
his government is. now 
ready tp carry out , the 
SSP programs after the 
necessary finance h»a 
been made available. He 
called - on the media .to 
make people-respeciaHy 
the less fortunate—aware 
of the programs. How¬ 
ever, the Prime Minister 
emphasized that the SSP 
programs are. - not 
designed to over-take or 
over lep, the roles of 
other charitable institn- . 
dons like Che AI Zakat Fund and the Queen Alia Fund. 
Pluming Minister Dr Nabeel Amari saidihe first stage of 
die Package which will last for die three coining years 
include four points: To widen social security, create job 
opportunities, increase investment projects and generally 
to provide a suitable economic environment and develqp- 
ment financial infrascrocoire. 

No more refugees 

■ With the latest strike on Iraq last week, h was feared 
rhnr many fratgis would 
cross the Rnweisbedbor- 
der. However; this didn’t 
happen due to a number 
of factors, among which 
lias been the closure of 
die border by Jordan. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Al Qadhi has lately, said 
that there are no more 
Iraqi refugees on the 
joint Iraqi-Jordanian bor¬ 
ders. He said the situa¬ 
tion has returned to nor¬ 
mal, the border is now 
open, and people - can 
come, and go; as they 
Eke. This also applies to 
the transportation of 
goods. 



Nayef Al Qadhi 


Immunity .. . 

■ Ihe Legal Committee of dreLowerHoase postponed 
. its decision over the issue of lifting immunity on dgmty 
Ahmed Oweidj AbbadL Rapporteur of . the committee 
Mahmoud Kharabsheh told reporters that the committee 
can't make a decision on die issue smeehhas no judi¬ 
cial rights to do so. However, Kharabsbeh added that the 
committee will stiD study the issue later on. He didn't 
elaborate. Hie issue of lifting immunity is still raising a 
constitutional question. It is thought that lifting immunity 
can't take place while Parliament is in session. Abbadi is 
being accused of sexual misconduct by the courts. -• 

Viagra in Jordan 



■ The famous bine tablet, Viagra, will be available in 
the Kingdom as soon as next month according to sources 
at die Ministry of Health. The Medical Committee at die 
Ministry" affirmed in its report that the tablets are safe. 
When it is introduced to the market the sex-drive tablet 
wffl only cost you as little as JD 9. However, it would be. 
cheaper to buy a bottle that would only cost yon.36 
dinars. Furthermore, these prices are official and have 
been moved by the Tariff Committee in the Ministry of 
Health; 


Intellectual property 
rights gets a boost 
V in Jordan 

THE JORDANIAN Society 
for the.Protection; of Intellec¬ 
tual Property Rights held ihe- 
firsr 'official meeting in its 
headquarters,;in Amman, last 
week in fhe presence of dele- .- 
gates-from -Governorate of. 

Ammon .and. the Directorate ; 
of PhSHcSecority. \ -. f 

The Society is the first of 
its kind in Jordan that is con- * 
eemed with intellectual preto- 
erty rights m Jordan "and the -, 
region. It Iras been formed to 
. work, in, fefr 'name of ..those 
who’ nre‘ willing to express 
some of-tire problems mey 
are' facing due to infringe¬ 
ments .^of intellectual-property 
righiSj Scckmg to provide- 
possible solutions, and .edu¬ 
cate /the - , population about 
IPR/who mey are. and why 
they shoold be protected?. 

It also aims ,at. providing, 
specialized research andlegal 
consultations on the 'subject, : 

and assist the legislators in 
regulating IPR, that would- 
ensure better respect; to such 
rights. ..Hie Foundation Board . 
of theSociety \consists of a 
number .of leading Jordanian' 
ffgures iri Afferent fields.-of 
Intefiectual : Pro perty’ Rights 



.Al TaXhoum 


m Jordan.-"; 

On occasion of the -first 
. meeting, elections for the 
Administrative Council cook 
-place and results were as 

• Dr Bassam Al Talhouni, 
President, Murad Bushnoq 
Adminis trative Vice Presi¬ 
dent, - Mohammed Taqtaqah, 
Secretary .Basil Abdo. Treas¬ 
urer, and . Kifah :Fakhouri, 
Member of Council. - 

Severn . more members 
joined the Foundation Board, 
.including -• Adnan Awamleh, 
Karim Kawar, '• Hussein 
D'eibes, Raxnzi Zeine, You¬ 
sef Taher, Hussein Sissan and 
Samir Seiqali.B 
... • - - 




Bis Royal Highness Prince Hasson, the Regent, talks with Prime Minister Fayez Al Tarawneh during their visit to 
Ruweished on the eastern border with Iraq, Sunday. Prince Hasson assured officials he met of die stable situation in the 
area in the aftermath qf the VS and British air strikes over Iraq last week. The Regent also visited the Al Reishah Power 
Station, ana met with employees and workers in the station. The Prince shared with them the Iftar meaL 

In Jordan, sympathy 
is with Saddam 


By Matthew McAUester 

AMMAN—It was an orderly 
meeting, with the beads of 
some of Jordan’s most promi¬ 
nent trade unions delivering 
measured speeches from a 
tatty brown podium at the 
front of the room. Orderly, 
until one man in the front row 
could not keep his anger In 
any longer. 

He jumped up on his chair 
and turned to face the crowd. 
“We are with Iraq." he called 
out in a rhyming Arabic chant 
to the 400 officials of the Pro¬ 
fessional Association who 
had gathered in the confer¬ 
ence hall to condemn the US 
and British air attacks on Iraq. 
“And we are with Saddam 
Hussein.” 

Without hesitation, the 
majority in the crowd of doc¬ 
tors, dentists, lawyers, profes¬ 
sors and engineers leapt to 
their feet and repealed the 
chant with the kind of fury 
that Jordanians all over the 
capital are feeling about the 
attacks on their Arab 
neighbor. 

“Arab unity, Arab unity,” 
came the cry from another 
man at the back of the packed 
hall as the already damning 
speeches of the well-dressed 


union chairmen gave way to 
the rank-and-file outrage. 

In interviews with Jordani¬ 
ans in the capital Saturday, not 
a single person expressed sup¬ 
port for the air strikes, attacks 
that President Clinton said in 
an address to the Arab people 
Saturday are partially intended 
to protect neighboring coun¬ 
tries such as Jordan from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Jordanians were not buying 
Clinton’s argument None said 
he had ever felt threatened by 
Iraq. Rather, some of the store¬ 
keepers, marketing managers 
and doctors of this close Arab 
ally of the United States said 
Clinton was their enemy. And. 
many said, the US-led strikes 
will only improve Hussein’s 
popularity in the Arab world. 

The reaction of the Jorda¬ 
nian people has been stronger 
than the official response to 
the attacks. His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, expressed “sadness 
and pain” over the situation . 
Jordan is in the conflicted 
position of having supported 
Saddam Hussein during the 
last Gulf War. 

Joining the chorus of popu¬ 
lar condemnation Saturday 
were some of the many Iraqis 
living in Amman. 


“Is America trying to 
rewind the story of Hitler?” 
asked Abu Mi ran a. 35, an Iraqi 
who manages an outdoor res¬ 
taurant in downtown Amman 
and was enjoying a glass of tea 
just after sundown. “Hitler 
tried to rule the world. Is Gin- 
ton trying to do the same?” 

Seven other Iraqis inter¬ 
viewed also supported then- 
leader. 

While Hussein’s popularity 
appears high in Amman, most 
Jordanians, from professionals 
to blue-collar workers, are 
more focused on their hostility 
toward the United States and 
Britain. Many said the two 
countries are either arrogant 
imperialists trying to impose 
their will on the demonized 


Arab world or. in a kinder 
interpretation. blundering 
fools who cannot understand 
that the Arab people have their 
own ways of dealing with their 
own internal issues. 

“American people are very 
polite and pleasant but they are 
detached from the reality of 
having to fight a war.” said a 
woman who called herself 
Mona and who lived in the 
United Slates for 18 years. 
“They don’t know how com¬ 
plex it is here. Everything is so 
perfect there. So they insulate 
themselves in their own life¬ 
styles. If this war justifies 
maintaining a comfortable life¬ 
style then they can be sold on 
it” ■ 


'Editedb\ n>tihar.\hrned 


Iraq: the military strike 

• Mazen Al Saket in Ad Dustour discusses (he implications 
of the latest American/British strike against Iraq. He says it 
has created obvious changes in the nature of international 
relations. For the first time since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Russia is seriously trying to challenge the notion of a 
one superpower in the international system, and it is as if it 
was trying to say that a unipolar world dominated by one 
country just will not do. This was clearly expressed by its 
stands and views expressed in the UN Security Council. 
China also joined the criticism of American and British 
actions in the strongest possible way. 

Members of the Russian Duma voted unanimously to con¬ 
demn operation Desen Fox, and the government went as far 
as to call back its ambassadors from Washington and Lon¬ 
don. The Russian Parliament even proposed to lift the sanc¬ 
tions which were imposed on Iraq and resume its economic 
relations with Baghdad. 

Al Saket adds that these developments should not be 
taken lightly, for they signify the dimension of the interna¬ 
tional relations and the nature of the new world order. It also 
discusses American efforts in spreading their hegemony 
over the rest of the world. 

As a result, the Kremlin is reconsidering its military strat¬ 
egy. and it announced its intentions to delay the signing of a 
nuclear non-proliferation treaty. Despite the weakness of (he 
Russian economy and its dependence on loans from the 
World Bank and the US. this attack changed the nature of 
strategic thinking, where even China will find greater sup¬ 
port in playing a major role in the international equation. AJ 
Saket adds that wc hope this international phenomenon will 
continue to spread, because it could prove to be one of the 
basic solutions dial will put a stop to the hegemony of one 
power and the new world order. 

...And Arab televisions ... 

• Fakri Qawar in Al Rai on the other band focuses on how 
Arab televisions dealt with the militaiy strikes. He points out 
that even Arab satellite stations reflected the official atti¬ 
tudes towards the strike. For a while he says, the viewer got 
the impression that the TV stations talked about the strike as 
if ii was happening in Mozambique, the Falklands or Nepal. 

Our illustrious TV stations, he interjects, continued with 
the usual run of the mill programs and presented in then- 
exact time slots. Singers continued to sing, and phone-in 
programs were presented so that audiences can talk to their 
favorite stars and singers. 

He points out that no one seemed to have any interest in 
what’s happening in Iraq, we carried on as if everything was 
bonky dory in that part of our world. We had no interest in 
the dropping of bombs or rockets which killed thousands of 
Iraqi women and children, he adds. 

Our stations choice to ignore the barbaric attack on Iraq 
reflects the shameful and hesitant stand which prevailed in 
the Arab world during the attack. Qawar maintains. 

The anger, that was made by the American/British attack, 
reached Russia. Athens and many other foreign capitals. 
Indeed many demonstrations and marches took place in 
these capitals, to condemn the actions of the American presi¬ 
dent. who chose to kill millions of defenseless Iraqis in order 
to cover up his internal problems. It should not also escape 
our attention that the news of the attack were brought to us 
live through foreign stations, while Arab stations would not 
even think of jeopardizing the safety of news team just to 
cover an attack on an Arab country! 

Female broadcasters, who only care about their looks and 
hairstyles should be taught about their heritage and culture, 
instead of the benefits of make up. Qawar points out they 
should be taught about the notion of loyalty to the Arab cause, 
and should have some feeling of belonging to that cause. 


Muslims criticize 
Anglo-American bombing 
during Ramadan 


By MaijorieMUJer 

AMMAN—On the first night 
of the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan, Mouath Abdul 
Rahim’s family broke their 
daylong last with sweet dates, a 
salty yogurt drink and more bit¬ 
ter news from Iraq.. it was 
repeated in the LA Times- 
Washington Post News Service. 

The Rahims—Iraqi exiles 
and members of the opposition 
Iraqi National Accord—bad 
barely finished the traditional 
“Iftar” meal at sundown on Sat¬ 
urday when CNN drew them 
away from die table with 
broadcasts of die latest wave of 
US and British missile airarka 
against Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s regime in Baghdad. 

“We have a saying that a per¬ 
son on fire feels differently 
from a person who is watching 
the blaze," Rahim said, “The 
Iraqi people are suffering. If 
tins strike results in getting rid 
of Saddam, well tolerate such 
an action on Ramadan.” 

For Muslims around the 
world, Ramadan marks God’s 
revelation of Islam’s holy 
book, the Konm. to the Prophet 
Mohammed nearly 1.400 years 
ago. It is a sacred time of 
mercy, forgiveness and atone¬ 
ment, Muslims say, not a time 
for war. While the Rahims see 
the Ramadan military strikes as 
a necessary evil to fight “the 
monster Saddam.” many Mus¬ 
lims believe that -they are an 
affront to their religion. 

^Godisaid Ramadan is a spe¬ 
cial mouth," Iyad Rasbeed, a 
fasting Iraqi worker. said after 
noon prayers at downtown 
Amman's Hnsseini Mosque. 

Rasheed, a former Iraqi sol¬ 
dier who operated anti-aircraft 
missiles during Iraq’s 1991 
mvasion of Kuwait, said the US 
assault violates the essence of 

Ramadam • 


“There is no mercy in iL Last 
time there was an excuse, but 
not this time. They are hitting 
our children. These are inno¬ 
cent people,” he said. 

At the start of Operation 
Desert Fox, President Clinton 
said he did not want to launch 
military strikes during Rama¬ 
dan because h would be “pro¬ 
foundly offensive to the Arab 
world.” 

Yet as the.operation contin¬ 
ued, Defense Secretary William 
S. Cohen changed the adminis¬ 
tration’s tune, saying the dura¬ 
tion of the offensive would not 
be determined by Ramadan. 
And indeed, many Arabs were 
stunned when the pummeling 
continued after Ramadan 
began. 

Average Muslims say that 
making war during Ramadan is 
“haram,” forbidden, in the 
Koran. 

Religious leaders can be 
found to make the argument 
either way—that it is prohib¬ 
ited, or allowed tinder certain 
circumstances. Many Arab con¬ 
flicts and wars have been 
fought during Ramadan, includ¬ 
ing the eight-year Iran-Iraq war 
in the 1980s. 

But learned interpretations 
and historical precedents aside, 
most Muslims believe that the 
Anglo-American attacks violate 
the spirit of Ramadan if not 
Muslim law. 

“During Ramadan you 
should devote your time to 

good work and charity, not to 
killing and hurting people.” 
said Ziad Yousef, 33, a Jorda¬ 
nian accountant shopping for 

his evening feast 

“This is the month God 
sends his mercy. As the 
Prophet says. ‘Ramadan is 
about giving,’” sad Deeb Mah¬ 
moud Abo Saif, 54, a Palestin¬ 
ian immigramJI 
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Letter from the Levant 


Foxes straying in the 
desert: America’s 
legacy of hate 


Casualties of Desert Fox 


OPERATION DESERT Fox ha* uncovered the ugly face of a neo-colonial 
ondaudit aaainsf Arabs and Muslims. By any standard, the LJS—British aggression 
on Iraq is a violation of international law and the UN Charter. Both countries have 
sidestepped the Security Council mandate and its resolutions, and acted as rogue 
states under the suise of ridding the world of the Iraqi menace. But in addition to 
the innocent Iraqi victims who have fallen, the operation's other casualties are still 
being counted. UNSCOM. the body responsible far monitoring Iraq's destruction of 
its weapons of mass destruction, has lost its mandate in Iraq as a result ot the opera¬ 
tion. it is disgusting to see US and British officials calling on Iraq to readmit UN 
inspectors right after a military operation that was triggered by UNSCOM's chief 
and whose aim was to "degrade" Iraq’s military capabilities. Shocked by Arab and 
international condemnation of their barbaric attack. Washington and London are 
now scurrying to cast legitimacy on their illegal act. US officials believe they can 
soothe the Iraqis by promising to expand the oil-lor-food program, days after they 
used the most advanced war technology available against defenseless Iraq. 

Another victim of Operation Desen Fox is the eight-year-old sanctions regime. 
The strike broke international consensus on the Iraqi issue. The time has come to 
lift the sanctions and free the Iraqi people from its brutal yoke. If the United States 
and Britain act as if they are above the law. then why should the rest of the world 
allow .such a farce to continue? In fact both countries should be made accountable 
for their crimes against the Iraqi people. But the most prominent casualty of the lat¬ 
est aggression is die credibility of the Security Council and the United Nations bod¬ 
ies. For four days and nights, the Security Council watched helplessly and shame¬ 
lessly a* Washington and London ruthlessly bombed a UN member. 

Even after they stopped their aggression both capitals continue to make threats 
againsi Iraq and its people. The United Stale* had bombed Sudan and Afghanistan 
few months ago and got away with it. Today it is launching a war to degrade Iraq as 
a country and the Security Council is unable to intercede. Such arrogant actions are 
threatening world security and international relations. For eight years. Iraq has been 
subjected to an unprecedented siege and disarmament program. 

Today the country is divided, it* GNP is a handful of dollars, and its literacy, 
health, sanitation, agricultural production and other indicators are way below 
accepted UN standards. Still the US and Britain insist that Iraq still poses a threat. 
The Arabs, on the other hand, insist that Israel is the real threat with its covert 
nuclear, chemical and biological weapon* programs. Israel stands in defiance of UN 
resolutions and international laws and yet Iraq is singled out for punishment. Opera¬ 
tion Desert Fox has shown that the Arab world is facing a ferocious colonial 
onslaught. Calls for holding an Arab summit must be heeded immediately because 
this is what the Arab people want. The US-British campaign against Iraq must be 
condemned and the sanctions must be lifted in order to send a strong message to the 
world that enough is enough!® 


Food for thought 

In search of a scapegoat 


WHAT COULD be mure punishable for a 
whole nation—who have lived under seven 
lung years of UN sanctions—than to endure 
more threat* to it* existence? Clearly the 
Americans and British do have a bone to pick 
with a country that has opened its doors and 
files to UN inspectors. They want their pound 
of flesh, it is not enough that the country is 
being bled to death. 

Iraqis were hoping the sanctions would be 
lifted soon after the last crisis with lire 
UN'SCOM inspectors, but instead bombs and 
missiles were dropped indiscriminately on 
Iraq, killing many civilians in a deadly 
four-day air strikes. 

No sooner had he completed a warm visit 
to Gaza showing support to the Palestinians. 
President Clinton ordered his rocket 
launchers east. Sadly, the angel of peace had 
quickly changed colors becoming the angel 
of death and destruction. 

With no forewarning, or going to the UN 
Security Council as a point of reference, both 
the US and UK launched their operation 
Desert Fox to destroy what they believed us 
Saddam Hussein's menacing threat to their 
neighbors and world security. 

What America and Britain wanted to show 
to the world in this timely attack however, is 
their unchallenged and supreme power .status, 
and in proving that their long arm can strike 
any pun in the world and target any 
community on earth. The operations came us 
a xhock to other permanent members of the 
UN Security Council. Russia. China and 
France, have not even been consulted. The 
Unitc-d States has lone recocnized that these 


power* would have been cautious about 
sanctioning force. These countries knew the 
truth and wanted the embargo lifted, but 
America and Britain lent a deaf ear. By 
taking such military action, the US has 
proclaimed • itself once again -a world 
policeman, a judge and a jury on a country 
that has long been devastated. Richard Butler 
has incited and created several crises with 
Iraqis to keep the door open for the 
Americans to flex their muscles. Butler has 
no more credibility for he engineered the 
crisis. Since 1991 until the recent attack, the 
inspectors refused to accomplish their task, 
and this is why the sanctions are still imposed 
and further attacks could still be on the way. 

It has been shown time and again that US 
policy in the region is double-faced. Their 
desire is to keep Israel as the sole superpower 
in the region. Israel’s implementation of the 
ITS resolutions is noL an issue. Weapons of 
mass destructions, chemical, biological and 
nuclear are acquired by rhem. thousands of 
millions of dollars are pumped every year by 
the US for security purposes and military 
supremacy against its neighbors. 

But US policy and its allies have been 
exposed and can't be trusted anymore. This 
vendetta was . designated and engineered 
against helpless Arab nations. The missile 
which fell on Iran by mistake is only a 
warning. this game leads to nowhere but to 
pain, tears and aflliction_.the future is still as 
obscure ever. ■ 

Ehsan Nimri 
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By Osama El-Sherif 

WE SAW two faces of Presi¬ 
dent Clinton in as many days. 
We saw him light a candle of 
peace in the Church of Nativity 
in Bethlehem amid grateful Pal¬ 
estinians. Then, we saw him 
stone faced, sitting in his Oval 
Office addressing the American 
people as he defended bis deci¬ 
sion to bomb Iraq. 

President Clinton made 
another video-taped address to 
the Arab and Muslim people in 
which he explained why it was 
necessary to bomb Iraq at this 
time and in which he again out¬ 
lined that the US has no quarrel 
with the Iraqi people or the 
Muslim world. 

The mere idea that the presi¬ 
dential video message would 
make Arabs and Muslims accept 
the thrashing of Iraq is insulting. 
US officials, on the eve of 
“Operation Desert Fox”, made it 
dear that they were sensitive to 
the fact that the holy month of 
Ramadan was only days away 
and that the president was keen 
on wrapping up the assault 
before the onset of the fasting 
season. 

The United States never 
ceases to surprise us as it sows 
insults and injuries, and reaps a 
harvest of hate and acrimony. 

What was Operation Desert 
Fox all about? How was it dif¬ 
ferent from previous military 
campaigns against Iraq, like 
Desert Storm and Desert 
Shield? Who comes up with 
these ‘•romantic" Hollywoodish 
code names anyway? And what 
about the timing of the lare&t 
attack? How is it related to 
Monicagate and the impeach¬ 
ment of President Clinton? Why 
is it that the British seem to be 
instigating and leading the con¬ 
spiracy against Iraq? 

These are some of the many 
questions that Arab columnists, 
thinkers, politicians as well as 
the man in the street were ask¬ 
ing themselves as they watched 
on live TV for four successive 
nights smart but deadly bombs 
falling on Baghdad. 

Scenes of the bombardment 
were almost unreal. Some West¬ 
ern journalists made outrageous 
comparisons between Bagh¬ 


dad’s night sky during the Gulf 
War and in the last few days, 
the case being that there was 
more action, and more thrill in 
1991. 

The declared goals of the 
campaign were gradually shifted 
as the bombing.continued. First 
it was to degrade Saddam's 
capabilities to produce weapons 
of mass destruction. So the 
obvious targets, one would con¬ 
clude, were suspected chemical 
and biological manufacturing. - 
facilities. But if US and British 
forces bombed such sites, what 
about lethal fall-out? Wouldn't 
minions of innocent Iraqis die 
as a result of exposure to deadly 
chemical and biological agents? 
No answer was given. And then 
the military targets began to 
diversify. Top brass began brag¬ 
ging about hitting security and 
police buildings, army bunkers, 
telecommunication and TV 
transmission towers, airfields, 
radar facilities, oil refineries, 
conventional armaments...etc. It 
became a war to reduce Iraq to 
ruins. 

The world saw fallen civilian 
victims, damaged hospitals, col¬ 
leges and residential buildings 
turned to rubble. What was 
going on? The sJy fox bad 
changed objectives. He was not 
after WMD—abbreviation used 
by US officials to refer to weap¬ 
ons of mass destruction—the 
crafty fo.x was after something 
else: to destabilize Saddam's 
regime and cripple Iraq even 
further. 

Suddenly, just as it started, 
the Anglo-Saxon aggression 
came to a halt, not because of 
Ramadan, since Baghdad and 
other Iraqi cities sustained 
heavy bombing on the first day 
of the fasting month. 

Four days and over 500 
Cruise missiles later, the ‘■objec¬ 
tive” was achieved. But four 
days were enough to shake and 
loosen America’s foreign policy 
assets in the Middle East for a 
long time to come. Four days 
that restored to Saddam Hussein 
much of his lost legitimacy as 
leader of Iraq. Four days that 
energized and inflamed anti- 
American sentiments in the 
region, just when they were 
showing signs of abating. 



Osama El-Sherif 

However, those four days 
and nights had unleashed so 
much hate for America and 
Britain among the Arabs, that 
we found ourselves back in the 
early days of the Golf War. So 
much hate that US officials 
actually felt it back in Washing- - 
ton DC 

Yankeephobia had spread 
like fire in Cairo, Amman, 
Gaza. Damascus and even 
spilled into some European cap¬ 
itals. Hate- and defiance had 
replaced fear in the sense that 
Baghdad slept every night with 
its lights on. like it did on nor¬ 
mal nights, indifferent to falling 
American and British bombs. 

Afterwards, travel warnings, 
bans, the closure of US embas¬ 
sies—around 40 missions in 
Africa alone—and the tightened 
security. Why? 

You pass by the US embassy 
compound in Amman, already 
designed and built os a fortress, 
and you see sighs of terror. 
Fresh cement barriers encircling 
the compound, heavily armed 
paramilitary police besieging 
the complex, nervous diplomats 
canceling Christmas get- 
togetheis and burrowing In .then- 
artificially-lit. offices with shut¬ 
tered windows. 

Nevertheless, life for Iraqis 
and indeed'for all those whose 
lives have been poisoned by 
America through sanctions, 
bombs and depravation goes on. 
Inside there is anger, bottled 
and building up. It is the kind of 


anger and bate that gives birth 
to the likes of Ben Laden and 
thousands like him who give up 
their lives to hurt America and 
avenge its crimes. 

There is a unique understand¬ 
ing across the Arab world of 
what Desert Fox was all about? 
It is seen as the embodiment of 
evil: aimed at every Iraqi every 
Arab and every Muslim. Thai’s 
what the newspaper columnists 
are saying, what the imams are 
shouting from their pulpits and 
what fathers and mothers are 
telling their children. The chil¬ 
dren who stay up at night to 
watch . Baghdad, the city that 
keeps popping up in their his¬ 
tory, geography. Arabic and 
religion books, bum by Ameri¬ 
can bombs. 

America’s legacy is tons of 
ham* injected into young Arab 
generations for everything it 
stands for. The fox has acted 
foolishly and may have strayed 
in the desert Iraq, even at its 
bleakest hour, seems invincible 
while President Clinton awaits 
trial for perjury and obstruction 
of justice by the US Senate just 
hke a common criminal. 

. On the other band, one won¬ 
ders why America hates us so 
much; why Americans feel 
nothing for an Arab country that 
has bled for eight long years, 
drat suffered more than enough 
under ' brutal sanctions. How 
could hate filter down to 
encompass us all? How does it 
become a natural reflex, a built 
in mechanics on both sides? 

Are we wrong to associate 
Clinton’s tantrums with Monic- 
agate? Are we naive not to asso¬ 
ciate the bombings with the 
impeacehment proceedings? 
Are we to draw is a bine 
between their weapons of mass 
destruction and ours? And then, 
what? What comes after Desert 
Fox? Are there more romantic 
names for deadly adventures? 

Desert Fox will cast its ugly 
shadow oh relations' whh dir 
United States for a longtime to 
come. Fear has been replaced 
with hate, and hate is a Mind 
anti-colonial emotion that yon 
"see in the eyes of people in 
Cairo and Amman, Sauna and 
Muscat, Damascus and. Pales¬ 
tine.® 


Deadly cost of a 



By Robert Fisk 

( WE ARE now in the endgame, the final 

• bankruptcy of Western policy towards 
; Iraq, the very last throw of the dice. We 
| fire 200 cruise missiles into Iraq and what 

do we expect? Is a chastened Saddam 
: Hussein going to emerge fiom his bunker 
- to explain to us how sorry he is? Will he 
; tel) us how much he wants those nice UN 
: inspectors to return to Baghdad to find his 
, "weapons of mass destruction?” Is that 
. what we think? Is that what the Angjo- 
; American bombardment is ail about? And 
. if so. what happens afterwards? What hap- 
, pens when the missile attacks end—just 
; before the Muslim holy month of Rama- 
’ dan. because, of course, we really are very 
! sensitive about Iraqi religious feelings— 
i and Saddam Hussein tells us that the UN 
! inspectors will never be allowed to return? 

! As the cruise missiles woe launched. 

President Clinton announced that Saddam 
; had “disarmed the [UN] inspectors.” and 
! Tony Blair—agonising about the lives of 
the “British forces" involved (all 14 pilots) 
—told us that “we act because we must.” 
In so infantile a manner did we go to war 
on Wednesday night. No policies. No per¬ 
spective. Not the slightest hint as to what 
■ happens after the bombardment ends. With 
no UN Inspectors back in Iraq, what are we 
going to do? Declare eternal war against 

• Iraq? 

We are "punishing” Saddam—or so Mr 
Blair would have us believe. And all the 
old cliches are being trundled oul In 19S5, 
just before he bombed them. Ronald Rea¬ 
gan told the Libyans dial the United States 
had "no quarrel with the Libyan people.” 
In 1991. just before he bombed them, 
George Bush told the Iraqis that he had ‘‘no 
! quarrel with the Iraqi people.” And now 
we have Tony Blair—as he bombs them— 
telling Iraqis that yes, he has “no quarrel 
with the Iraqi people.” 

Is there a computer that churns out this 
: stuff? Is there a cliche department at 
. Downing Street which also provides Robin 
; Cook with the tired phrase of the American 
| Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright. 

; about how Saddam used gas “against his 
own people?" 

For little did we care when he did use 
that gas against the Kurds of Halabja— 
because, at the time, those Kurds were 
. allied to Iran and we. the West were sup¬ 
porting Saddam's invasion of Iran. 

The lack of any sane long-term policy 
towards Iraq is the giveaway. Our 
patience—according to Clinton and 
Blair—is exhausted. Saddam cannot be 
trusted to keep his word (they’ve just real¬ 
ised). And so Saddam's ability to “threaten 
his neighbors” —neighbors who don't in 
! foci want us to bomb Iraq—has to be 
i “degraded." That word “degraded” is a 
! military term, first used by General 


Schwarzkopf and his boys in the 1991 Gulf 
war. and it is now part of die vocabulary of 
the weak. 

Saddam's weapons of mass destruction 
have to be “degraded.” Our own dear Mr 
Cook was at it again, informing us of die 
need to “degrade" Saddam’s military 
capability. 

How? The UN weapons inspectors—led 
for most of the time by Scott Ritter (the 
man who has admitted he kept flying to 
Israel to liaise with Israeli military intelli¬ 
gence). could not find out where Saddam's 
nuclear, biological and chemical weapons 
were hidden. They had been harassed by 
Iraq's intelligence thugs, and prevented 
from doing their work. Now we are bomb¬ 
ing the weapons facilities which the 
inspectors could not find. Or are we? For 
there is a very serious question that is not 
being asked; If the inspectors couldn't find 
the weapons, how come we know where to 
fire the cruise missiles? 

And all the while, we continue to 
impose genoridal sanctions on Iraq, sanc¬ 
tions that are killing innocent Iraqis and— 
by the admission of Mr Cook and Mrs Alb¬ 
right—not harming Saddam at alL Mrs 
Albright rages at Saddam's ability to go on 
building palaces, and Mr Cook is obsessed 
with a report of the regime’s purchase of 
liposuction equipment which, if true, 
merely proves that sanctions are a total 
failure. 

Mr Cook prattles on about how Iraq can 
sell more than $10 billion ($6 billion) of 
oil a year to pay for food, medicine and 
other humanitarian goods. But since more 
than 30 percent of these oil revenues are 
diverted to the UN compensation fund and 
UN expenses in Iraq, his statement is 
totally untrue. 

Dennis Halliday. die man who. ran the 
UN oiMbr-food programme in Baghdad, 
until he realized dial thousands of Iraqi 
children were dying every month because 
of sanctions, resigned his post with the dec¬ 
laration that “we are in the process of 
destroying an entire society. It is illegal 
and immoral ” So either Mr Holliday is a 
pathological liar— which I do not 
believe—or Mr Cook has a serious prob¬ 
lem with the truth—which Ido believe. 

Now we are bombing die people who 
are suffering under our sanctions. Not to 
mention the small matter of die explosion 
of child cancer in southern Iraq, most prob¬ 
ably as a result of the Allied use of 
depleted uranium shells during the 1991 
war. Gulf war veterans may be afflicted 
with the same sickness, although the Brit¬ 
ish Government refuses to contemplate the 
possibility. And what, in this latest strike, 
are some of our warheads made of 
Depleted uranium, of course? ■ 

Maybe there really is a plan afoot for a 
coup d’etat, though hopefully more ambi¬ 
tious than our call to the Iraqi people to 


rise up against thear dictator in 1991, when 
they were abandoned by the Allies they, 
thought would speed to their rescue, : Mr 
Clinton says be wants a democracy in 
Iraq—as fanciful a suggestion as any made 
recently. He-is demanding.an, Iraqi govern¬ 
ment that “represents its people” and 
“respects” its citizens. Not a single Arab 
regime—especially not Washington’s 
friends in Saudi Arabia—offers such luxu¬ 
ries to its people. We are supposed to 
believe, it seems, that Washington and 
Loudon are terribly keen to favour the Iraqi 
people with a fully fledged democracy. In 
reality, what we .want in Iraq is another 
bullying dictator—but one who will do as 
he is told, invade the countries we wish to 
see invaded (Iran), and respect the integrity 
of those countries we do not wish to see 
invaded (Kuwait). 

Yet no questions are being asked, no 
lies uncovered. Ritter, the Marine Corps 
inspector who worked with Israeli intelli¬ 
gence, claimed that Richard Bailer—the 
man whose report triggered this week's 
new war—was aware of his visits to 
Israel. Is that true? Has anyone asked Mr 
Butler? He may well have avoided such 
contacts—but it would be nice, to have an 
answer. 

So what to do with Saddam? Well, 
first, we could abandon the wicked sanc¬ 
tions regime against Iraq. We have mlc«n ' 
enough innocent lives. We have killed 
enough children. TheD we could back the 
real supporters of democracy in Iraq-—not 
the ghouls and spooks, who make'up the 
so-called Iraqi National Congress,'but the 
genuine dissidents who gathered in Beirut 
in 1991 to demand freedom for their 
country, but were swiftly ignored by the 
Americans once it became-clear that they 
didn’t want a pro-Western strongman to 
lead them. And we'could stop believing in 
Washingtons Vice-President A1 Gore told 
Americans that k was a time for “national 
resolve and unity.”. ’ 

You might have thought that the'Japa¬ 
nese bad just bombed Pearl Harbor, or 
that General MacAithur had just aban¬ 
doned Bataan. When. President Clinton 
faced the worst of the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal be bombed -Afghanistan and 
Sudan. Faced with impeachment, he now 
bombs Iraq. How for can a coincidence 
go? 

This week, two Christian, armies— 
America's and : Britam’s-Hwent ;tq. war ; 
with a Muslim nation. Iraq. With no ■ 
goals, but with an ‘army of platitudes, they 
have abtuodoned .the UN's , weapons con¬ 
trol system, closed die door on arms 
inspections, and opened the door to an 
unlimited military offensive against Iraq, 
And nobody has asked the obvious ques¬ 
tion: what happens next?* : 

The Independent 
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Desert and 
Fox Cafe 


THIS CAFE which 


lias 


become fashionable latch, 
is famous for its juke-box. 
While trying t0 l, od m - 

wav through, a customer 
approached the juke-box 
and selected the ’Iraq* 
neighbors feel much safe . 
a golden oldie that brought 

many to then Ieet - 

However. the expression 
on the faces of the crowd 
was that of bemusement 
and even of concern. Hie 
song did not radiate joy- 
one declared that it invoked 
bitter memories. Next, 
somebody else approached 
the machine and pressed 
another request, this. time, 
to everybody's surprise the 
single “bombardment in 
Ramadan” came up. 

This relatively old-new 
tune was not suitable for 
dancing despite the tact 
that some were moving 
aimlessly without paying 
anv attention to the music. 
The rest seemed to be 
engaged in a fervent con¬ 
versation not understanding 
the relationship between 
bombardment and Rama¬ 
dan. ar which point one Felt 
the urge to tell them tc» 
lighten up, it was only a 
tune after all. But the dis¬ 
cussion on some tables was 
so intense that one assumed 
a positive neutrality over 
the issue, and wondered 
how western market 
research has managed to 
discover our Islamic extra 
piety in Ramadan through 
the extensive monitoring of 
our consumer habits in this 
holy month. 

Before one started day¬ 
dreaming about the rela¬ 
tionship of market research 
to religious piety someone 
must have pushed the but¬ 
ton which was not at first 
recognizable. Customers at 
the neighboring table were 
debating the merits of the 
song's lyrics, deploring the 
case that it was the personal 
antics of the lead singer 
which made the song 
famous., and drat otherwise 
it.'would? haie M nevtsr 
readied the top fivi 'of 
golden oldies. 

Others woe saying that 
it is the habit at this festive 
season to have records 
reaching the top if they 
contained some aspects of 
. religious elements, bur the 
majority were not con¬ 
cerned much and (he music 
was just that of background 
value. . 

The caf6 has a comer 
named the “curiosity shop," 
which is famous for selling 
only one product, and that 
is “yardsticks.” As you 
look around, you start won¬ 
dering why those are called 
yardsticks as they come in 
various sizes and lengths. 
There are many shoppers in 
this comer, there is even 
Small yardsticks for little 
children accompanied by 
an educational kit with 
instructions in various lan¬ 
guages informing the pur¬ 
poses and usage of the 
yardstick. One family was 
bolding the hand of their 
child, and with a noticeable 
puzzlement on their face, 
approached the sales coun¬ 
ter reluctantly, oral asked 
the person who was serv¬ 
ing, the reason for calling 
the stick a "yardstick.” and 
Immediately explained 
with embarrassment that it 
was their chDd who was 
asking, and that they did 
pot wis h to give the wrong 
impression by giving the 
wrong answer. 

The sales person, wj 
passive fixed stare on 
face, replied to this n 
dane question. ' w 
**med ro have been a< 
nrany a tune, that the y 
slide is a yardstick, 
depends on the height 
legs of the person mea 
mg the yard. I was 
ciTibm i a s sed to thank tl 
for saving me 
same treatment for I 
also wondering about 
label and- never darec 

ask anyone for the meai 

of yardstick. Armed i 

my newly acquired enli 

foment, one regained 
least the facade of < 
5° nfide oce, and deci 
that one was no better 
worse than the rest of 
customers, but consid 
bly less wealthy than n 
of them. 

3 Rowing hea 
teft tfae cafe m the hop< 

finding different n£ 

suddenly it dawned on 

*mq from now on. 
without any prior warni 
any reference to 
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Business 


scene 


■ . Over; .198 Invest¬ 
ment. . projects , were 
established ' in - the 
Kingdom duiiqg .this 
year." According to ,a 
recent report issued T>y 
the Investment Promo¬ 
tion Corp., the total 
amount of these' pror 
jeers is estimated at JD 
S00'million, a 40-per¬ 
cent rise ' over - ; last, 
year. The industrial 
sector alone attained 
ISO projects this year. 


■ Nine new specified 
standards were ratified 
-in Jordan this month.. 
The Ministry of Trade 
and Industry approved 
the new Jordanian 
standards for car fuels, 
industrial oxygen, alu¬ 
minum utensils and 
asphalt jutfes. 


■ . UN Relief and 
Works . Agency 
(UNRWA) is consider¬ 
ing a rise in its contri¬ 
bution to" the health 
insurance fund. . The 
agency currently par¬ 
takes five percent of 
the overall wages, or 
60 percent of its health 
expenses in the fund. 
Employees at 

UNRWA urged the 
administration to 
reconsider better 
wages and work, 
conditions. 


■ Insuran ce . compa-. 
Dies have to separate 
health insurance from 
their- policies^ The 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, which issued 
a rule last week, 
ordered the companies 
to form a special pol¬ 
icy for health insu¬ 
rance and obtain it 
separately. * - ■ 


■ The Audit Bureau 
saved more than two 
million-' dinars on the 
national treasury dttr- 
ing this year, •-Thie 
Bureau made over 800.-. 
surprise examinations 
to~ public institutions 
and departments diir- 

more than 1800 fines 
of violations, to .'them 
including treasures, 
accountants and' tax 
collectors. 


■ About JD .170,000 
is the net loss of The 
Ala’ A1 Dcen Indus¬ 
tries Company during 
tho second half of this- 
year. According to a 
statement by its 
administration, - tbe 
amount is 40 percent 
less than the ., same 
period last year. The 
report also pointed out 
that total losses since 
the beginning of this 
year is estimated atJD 
406,000 by the end of 
last October. - 


■ Tbe National Com¬ 
pany for Textiles and 
Plastic Industries has 
signed an agreement 
last week with the 
Iraqi government to 
export some of it prod¬ 
ucts to 'the Iraqi mar¬ 
kets. The deal, which 
came within the Jorda¬ 
nian-Iraqi cooperation, 
is estimated at $ 677.5 
thousand. Over five 
million bags of plastic 
industries are expected, 
to be .exported accord¬ 
ing to the agreement. 


■ A Jordanian delega¬ 
tion from the Civil. 
Aviation - Authority 
(CAA) and the Royal 
Jordanian has left to 
Pakistan last week. 
The delegation, led by 
thie general director of 
the CAA, Jasser' Ziad, 
will discuss ways .to 
promote mutual coop-: 
erati on between the 
two countries in the ' 
aviation -and naviga¬ 
tion sectors. 
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World markets rocked to 



knees by latest bombing 


By Gkassan- Joha of The 
Star and hews agencies 


WORLD AND local economic 
markets were shocked as [he 
news rushed in during die past 
week of the US and British air 
strikes on Iraq. There was also 
mixed reactions from leading 
European and Asianstock 
markets. 

Tbe US-led stokes, also 
affected the values of world 
currencies -as investors headed 
for the safe haven of the dollar. 
Stock markets registered a 
.markedincrease atthe beglning 
of the week, shrugging off the 
three-day - attacks,' and the 
impeachment against the US 
President Bill Clinton. 

Clinton called off die attacks 
late Saturday night; 19 Decem¬ 
ber, after' three consecutive 
nights of fierce bombing which 
coincided with the. beginning of 
the Holy month of Ramadam 

Tbe bombings. came as a 
result of Iraq’s differences with 
the UN weapon inspectors, fol-- 
lowing mainly a report submit¬ 
ted to tbe Security Council, by 
chief inspector Richard Butler 
accusing Iraq of - failing - to 
restore cooperation. 

On the other hand, the US 
House of Representatives voted 
for . impeachment setting the 
stage for the possible removal 
of President Clinton from 
office." ... 

“Neither event- is haying 
much of an impact on the fun¬ 
damental economic values," 
said Richard Hoey, a. cheif US 
economist. 

. Stocks rose sharply during 
die first day. 17- December;. 
with Nasdaq market jumping to 
si new:kigh, as the Wall Street 
faced a rise in tire Dow. Jones 
Industrial average adding about 
81.87 .points. over tire last 
weekend. _ 

- Much of die day's volume 
was attributed to !tiie expira¬ 
tions of options on stocks as 
well as index futures and 
options. Among stocks in the 
news, the Nike . Inc. which lost 
most of its earlier earnings, 
after reports said that It expects 
a 51 percenrphmge in quarterly 

markets. -.] . ’ 

Turning to the Far East mar¬ 
kets, the yen rose against the 
US dollar amid the US-led air 
stakes. According to press 
reports, die yen was traded at 
115.19 to the US dollar. 

But dealers no longer treated 
the . greenback—dollar—as' a 
'safe haven' currency in times 
of crises. Other Asian curren¬ 
cies and stock markets ended, in 
a mixed state against on the 
political crisis in the Gulf. 
Although, the Iraqi situation 
was not really seen as a. major 
market-moving factor. 

Nevertheless, the Australian 
dollar fate was determined in 
the weekend by commodity 
juices after losing almost half a 
US cent earEer. 

The depreciation was due to 
tiie failure of Australia's Fina- 



Shopping around in one of the markets in Baghdad 


rial Sector Restriction Author¬ 
ity, at which loans seined from 
closed finance finns were put 
up for sale.' 

Here in Jordan, the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
reacted softly to the crisis. The 
trade index fell slightly amid 
few transactions on Saturday, 
19 December. Observers at the 
AFM witnessed a slothful deal¬ 
ing with only five stocks 
increased their prices from the 
previous week. Fahed A1 
Fanek. a well-known Jordanian 
economic expert, criticized the 
latest crisis and said that Jor¬ 
dan, after Iraq will be harmed 
from these strikes. 

“The attacks on Iraq 
increases the disclosure of Jor¬ 
dan's economic background, 
where the Kingdom used to 
support Iraq’s political and eco¬ 
nomic interests/" Dr A1 Fanek 
vMTiKiStar. 

‘■'■B^-is’rintBbdy tiv^'soie oil 
supplier for . Jordan, and 
imports over 25 percent of Jor¬ 
dan’s exports. According to Dr 
AJ Fanek. the latest crisis deep¬ 
ens Jordan’s burdens. 

'.Arab markets, moreover, 
were also affected to the crisis 
in addition to the 18-month 
world economic crisis they 
already suffered from. Beside 
the lowered stock exchanges, 
Arab economies are suffering 
from decreasing prices of oil. 

Dealers were preparing for a 
meeting earlier last week of 
ministers of OPEC producers 
like Saudi Arabia, Venezuela 
and non-OPEC Mexico. The 
trio, architects of agreements 
earlier this year, called their 
counterparts to stick to the 
agreement that urges a cut of 
3.1 mOliou barrels per day from 


world supplies, but failed to 
pull out any new moves to 
combat an imposing global sup¬ 
ply surplus. 

The failure pulled prices 
back within range of 12-year 
lows set just last week at $9.60 
and heaped fresh misery on oil 
producers already enduring the 
lowest yearly average price for 
over 20 years. The only con¬ 
crete new measure to emerge 
was Venezuela's commitment 
to extend cuts by six months to 
the end of 1999. matching 
pledges from Saudi Arabia and 
Mexico. 

But Saudi Arabia claimed to 
have secured a new commit¬ 
ment from Venezuela for a 
fresh attack on global 
oversupply. 

A senior Saudi source said 
the three producers, who earlier 
this, year marshalled a 3.1 mil¬ 
lion bgd producer cutback 
package, have no qualms about 
making further sacrifices. 

Venezuela has previously 
said it could not consider fresh 
cuts as its new government pre¬ 
pares to take office in February. 

The producer trio also agreed 
to enforce rigorous compliance 
with their combined cuts of 
1.45 million bpd. Accusations 
of Venezuelan indiscipline was 
among the disputes that 
stopped OPEC reaching any 
agreement at an acrimonious 
November meeting. 

Renewed co-operation could 
prepare the ground for potential 
new producer action early next 
year, analysts said warning that 
a long dispute over Iran's pro¬ 
duction level could block 
progress. 

Saudi Arabian oil minister 
AE A1 Naimi admitted last 


week that there is between 150 
and 250 million barrels too 
much oil in the market. 

“it will take time between 


now and year end 1999 to with¬ 
draw this overhang.” Naimi 
said in Norway attending a con¬ 
sultative meeting with Oil and 
Energy Minister Marti Arnsiad. 

Naimi said the supply glut 
had far more bearing on the 
state of the oil price than the 
conflict in Iraq. 

■There is loo much oil on the 
market to worry about what is 
happening in Iraq,” he said. 

Iraq, which is considered one 
of the big oil exporters in the 
world market, has suffered a 
long absence from OPEC meet¬ 
ings earlier this decade, but 
returned to the stage in 1996 
when the UN permitted it to 
resume oil sales under the oil- 
for-food program. 

Economic sources at Iraq’s 
northern border with Turkey, 
where a pipeline runs crude oil 
to the Turkish Mediterranean 
coast, said that oil sales contin¬ 
ued as normal despite the small 
breaks at the beginning. The 
UN said that it would try its 
best to maintain exports of oil 
during the crisis. Iraq's Ambas¬ 
sador to the UN. Nizar Ham- 
doon, threatened to stop the oil 
expons when the air strikes 
take place. 

Oil prices, however, spiked 
higher again in Asia in 
response to the attacks. But 
traders were'already limited to 
the sustained flow of Iraqi 
crude supplies. ■ 


Business Chronic!q 


Jordan’s economy tied to Iraqi 
dilemma 


THE THREE-day bombing of Iraq last week by US and 
British military forces, will certainly affect the Kingdom’s 
in the medium and long-terms, economic experts fear. 

However, oil and food supplies are still plentiftil, and 
government officials have confirmed that things remain 
under control. And in this respect, the national reserves 
appear to be normal. 

Nevertheless, the government should remain diligent 
about any upcoming possibilities. After all, US officials 
say that they would keep their options open regarding 
another strike, or strikes on Iraq. 

Minister of Information. Nasser Joudeh, reassured last 
week that if there is any shortage of food. Jordan would 
seek other alternatives. But what docs this statement actu¬ 
ally mean? It wasn't clarified by the Minister. There is 
always the possibility that we could ask other neighboring 
countries for help, particularly in the area of fuel oil. 

The government announced its decision, on the first day 
of Ramadan, to decrease prices of bread and flour. It is 
hoped that bakeries would stick to the new pricing without 
lessening the quality of either the flour or bread. 

The prices of flour reached JD 100-113 per ton. 
Although experts estimated Jordan's consumption of flour 
Lhis Ramadan, and the months afterwards to reach skyhigh. 

And they are already warning of food shortages that 
may happen because of increased demand. It is consumers 
that could create unnecessaiy shortage of supply, some¬ 
thing which in the end create a price spiral. And in such a 
situation what could the government do. 

After all, Jordan is a free-market where supply and 
demand diciate prices. However, the government's role 
should be in acting as an ‘overseer’ and an ‘observer’. That 
could have a marked effect on the control of prices. 

Officials are saying that the Kingdom’s reserves of oil 
products would be more than enough for the next 90 
days.B 



Nissan Motor President Yoshikazu Hanwa unveils its new vehicle “ Tino” at a Tokyo hotel, 22 December. Nissan 
has launched the vehicle for sale in Japan today at price from about 1,700,000 to 2?00,000 yen (about $14,530 to 
$18,800) Reuters 


Investing in the future is a new 


dream come true for Arab inventor 


By Ghassan Joha 
Star Staff Writer 


THE WORLD’S increasing concern for 
saving the environment ii urging-both ordi¬ 
nary people and experts to look for ways to 
decrease the. on-going destruction of the 
world’s ecology. One of the concerns is the. 
depletion of the ozone layer high up in the 
atmosphere. - 

Since the beginning- of -1980s, -experts 
haye often warned of an impending global 
warming, caused by using and manufactur¬ 
ing chemical and other gases dial are harm¬ 
ful to tbe atmosphere. 

Such gases, like the Chlorofl oorocarbon 
(CFQ), known as Freon, are of simple gase¬ 
ous compounds that' arc used for refriger¬ 
ants and aerosol propellants. It’s widely 
considered that these gases are suspected of 
b eing major causes of stratospheric ozone 
depletion. 

. HKD Technology Inc. is just one of tbe 
many companies who are eagaged m manu¬ 
facturing an ozone-safe refrigerant gases 
mid computer chips cleaners. ‘ 

Founded m the US city of Belton (in 
Texas). HRD has become officially licensed 
in December 1997. 

It code some time to develop its new type 
of refrigerants under the. name of ‘Alterna¬ 
tive R e fri g erants,’ or otherwise known as 
AR, since it:is a registered trademark of 
HRD Technology._ 

. Credit must go to its inventor, Bill Has-, 
sani, an Arab-American living in California, 
«vhp Spent most of his lime developing and 
creating the best and adequate formula dur¬ 
ing the last seven years. 

Now be has two patents filed in the.US 
government. Mr Hassani told The Star, that 
he has developed more-efficient refrigerants 
that are completely safeto the ozone. •• 

'‘Since 1991, . I became increasingly, 
aware that tbe world is in panic about five 


CPC gases, these were later 
. discontinued but they caused 
a sharp rise in the prices of 
Freon canisters which jumped 
from $30 to $700," said Mr 
Hassani, chairman of HRD 

Technology. ‘ 

As a result there was a 
demand for replacement from 
tbe international community. 
Because of this the Dupont 
. company invented a new gas. 
HFC-1340. However, this gas 
has several setbacks. 

“Anyone who needs to use 
the gas must retrofit the 
equipment, which means a 
complete change of hoses, 
pipes and compressors, that 
may cost you at least $1000,” 
said Mr Hassani. 

The 134a gas is also very 
toxic and can cause death 
without prior warning ( from 
134a Material Safety Data 
Sheet), and can form corro¬ 
sion inside the refrigerant sys¬ 
tem, and has a very high glo¬ 
bal wanning potential with 
'low thermal performance. 

It is because of those rea¬ 
sons that Mr Hassani started 
to think of other alternative 
earth-friendly refrigerants. 



Hassani explaining his new ozone-friendly invention 


“1 came up with several ideas, some of 
them didn’t work while others worked but 
witfr no efficiency. Soon after, I invented a 
new refrigerant gas with die help of my son. 
DanieL" 

Mr .Hassani elaborated that lie tested the 
gas on his car and then on the air- 
conditioning unit before introducing it to 
the public domain. “These tests costed me a 
'■lot of money, and long years of working," 
added Mr Hassani. 


Since regular freon has been recognized 
a causing danger to the ozone layer, the 

United Nations interdicted its usage in tbe 

world. 

This meant that, there was a greater need 
for more alternatives. By 1997, Mr Hassani 
introduced his new invention to the world 
regarding it the best hydrocarbon refrigerant 
with more adequate fire-retardant 
The high-quality refrigerant con. be used 
in any kind of refrigeration machinery, and 
an organic non-depleting ozone compound. 


Three types of the refrigerant 
were produced under the 
term AR, (AR-12A, AR- 
22A. and AR-502A). These 
refrigerants guaranteed to 
work in all systems replacing 
the current refrigerants of 
(R-12, R-22, R-502. and R- 
134 A l. 

“The efficiency of AR 
refrigerants can go up to 32 
percent which means less 
wear on the refrigeration sys¬ 
tem with higher energy sav¬ 
ings," defined Mr Hassani. 
He said that the gas can’t be 
caustic if contaminated with 
moisture or oxygen, the AR 
gases are one of the most 
conductors of heat in the 
world. requiring less 
compression. 

The most convincing argu¬ 
ment. however, is the relia¬ 
bility of this system, which is 
bound to have fever compres¬ 
sor failures. The close chemi¬ 
cal common formula 
between hydrocarbon and 
mineral oil. means that there 
is no interfering chemical 
interaction. Hydrocarbon 
compressors run for many 


years. 

"The only disadvantage of the AR refrig¬ 
erants that are flammable with an ignition 
temperature of 1710 F, which is impossible 
to be reached.” Mr Hassani is currently con¬ 
sidering opening up a plant in the United 
Arab Emirates. 

“1 arrived in Dubai in October 1998 to 
start the paperwork for the possible con¬ 
struction of the plant. The idea came in as 
my old friend, Bajies Abdo, helped me to 
make the visit possible and to introduce the 


invention to some of the investors there.” 
said Mr Hassani, whose intentions widened 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Soufion Ouri. a well-known businessman 
in Saudi Arabia, helped Mr Hassani to hold 
meetings with expected dealers in the Mid¬ 
dle East, including Hisham AJ Zaben. “With 
God's willing, we may resume producing 
and selling the refrigerants in the Arab 
peninsula by next summer.” 

He said that people there were very open- 
minded and intelligent about hosting such 
projects. He and his cousin. Kareem. are 
currently negotiating with some of the 
investors, and are hoping to reach an agree¬ 
ment to build the plant by next Spring. Mr 
Hassani’s future step brought back his 
memories of earlier beginnings. 

"When I first built my factory in Texas, it 
was a big scary step for me since 1 left 
behind my accounting business in Califor¬ 
nia. But thanks to my beloved family, wife 
Lonia Arafeh and daughter Susie, who sup¬ 
ported me financially and emotionally along 
with my father Joe and brother Matthew, ] 
was able to get stoned." 

But Hassani had a lot of support from his 
friends Khaled Arafeh. Sam Albazian and 
Eddie Abu Shaqra, who later became share¬ 
holders in the HRD Technology. Despite 
this, there were difficulties. However, as 
they always say every descent has its 
ascent- Amid the difficulties, an old busi¬ 
nessman showed his interests in the project 
and called Mr Hassani from San Francisco. 

to purchase shares in the HRD Technology 
estimated at S25,000. The ’savior* coin¬ 
cided with the birth of a new-born baby girl 
for Mr Hassani lost April. 

Since then, his dream was realized. Peo¬ 
ple interested in the inventions and have 
intentions for future projects, can call Mr 
Hassani in the UAE on telephone number. 
100971-50-521-255) or by fax oi 100971-6- 
555-63041. ■ 
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Officials define 
their measure of 


success in strikes 


By Bradley Graham 

WASHINGTON—After 
attacking nearly 100 targets 
with 415 cruise missiles and 
hundreds of bombs. US forces 
left tons of rubble last week 
where Iraq's Republican Guard 
soldiers once slept, other secur¬ 
ity and intelligence units once 
worked and President Saddam 
Hussein once pursued' schemes 
to expand his missile arsenal. 

But even as President Clin¬ 
ton was declaring the air strikes 
a success and ending the opera¬ 
tion late Saturday, the Pentagon 
was acknowledging that 
it had only a sketchy 
view of the impact that 
four nights of bombing 
had on the functioning of 
Saddam Hussein's mili¬ 
tary and security 
networks. 

In preliminary esti¬ 
mates released earlier in 
the day. Pentagon ana¬ 
lysts reported only 28 of 
the 97 targets hit in the 
first three nights as hav¬ 
ing been destroyed or 
severely damaged. 

Another 46 were charac¬ 
terized as lightly or mod¬ 
erately damaged and the 
remaining 23 have yet to 
be assessed 

Seeking to reconcile 
the victoiy claims with 
the damage assessments. 
Secretary of Defense 
William S. Cohen and 
Gen. Henry H. Shelton, 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, held whar 
amounted to a seminar 
Saturday on how the Pen¬ 
tagon estimates destruc¬ 
tion, insisting that even 
damage rated “light" or 
“moderate’’ in official 
reports can mean that the 
target was put out of 
business. 

“It does appear that 
we've got to do a better 
job of translating the 
arcane science of battle 
damage assessment into 
plain English so that you 
can all relay the informa¬ 
tion more effectively to 
the public.” the general 
reporters at the news 


Cohen and Shelton, appear¬ 
ing jointly, said a detailed 
understanding of how much the 
military operation stymied 
Iraq's plans to make nuclear, 
biological and chemical weap¬ 
ons would take weeks, if not 
months. At the .same time, they 
acknowledged that Iraq is 
likely to begin quickly to 
rebuild the damaged facilities. 

“From the beginning of this 
operation, we've been careful 
to set realistic goals," Cohen 
said. “We've also been careful 
not to either overstate or exag¬ 
gerate the results as intelligence 


of the targets and the fact that 
some targets struck earlier in 
the week were hit again during 
the third night. 

To demonstrate how the 
Pentagon's preliminary dam¬ 
age assessments often fail to 
convey the full impact of an 
attack. Cohen cited the terrorist 
bombing of the Oklahoma City 
federal building. He said that 
while the attack rendered the 
building functionally useless, 
US government analysts look¬ 
ing ai aerial photos initially 
rated the destruction as 
moderate. 



Iraqis reading newspapers with a portray of a smiling President 
dam Hussein in the background 


told 
confer¬ 
ence. “So the burden is on us.” 

The Pentagon leaders 
asserted that the bombing has 
set back Iraq's plans to develop 
longer-range missiles by at 
least a year. But they offered 
little else to measure the extent 
to which the air strikes dimin¬ 
ished Iraq's weapons-making 
capabilities and the threat that 
Baghdad poses to the region— 
the goals they had set for Oper¬ 
ation Desert Fox. 


analysts study the very prelimi¬ 
nary data.” 

Shelton declared himself 
“very pleased with the results 
of the operation thus far,” but 
conceded that the way in which 
the Pentagon reports its bomb¬ 
ing results can give a less posi¬ 
tive picture. 

The damage assessment 
released Saturday showed 
somewhat greater destruction 
than a report Friday after the 
second night. Officials attrib¬ 
uted this both to closer analysis 


"Some have characterized 
moderate damage as somehow 
being less than successful.” 
Cohen said. But “when we 
make these preliminary assess¬ 
ments, what looks either to be 
light or moderate cannot be 
calibrated in terms of a normal 
understanding.” 

Shelton made the same 
point, citing the examples of 
the truck bombings earlier this 
year of US embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania. He said US ana¬ 
lysts had categorized the dam¬ 


age there as light to moderate. 

Producing on aerial picture 
of the Taji missile repair com¬ 
plex, Shelton 

pointed to several buildings 
hit by US forces last week, 
causing varying degrees of 
damage from moderate to 
severe. 

“My point is, none of these 
buildings within this com¬ 
pound were assessed as 
destroyed; not even one,” the 
general said. “Our analysts are 
appropriately very conserva¬ 
tive in their initial assessments. 
But in my view, this facility 
will not be usable for 
Saddam's efforts to 
maintain or improve his 
missile capabilities in 
the years ahead.” 

“I'd also like to point 
out as you can see, 
many of die buildings in 
this facility appear-to be 
undamaged,” he went 
on. “And the reason for 
that is because they 
were not targeted. We 
only went after specific 
buildings within the 
compound-again. ones 
that were related to our 
mission objectives.” 

The attacks on mis¬ 
sile production and 
research facilities, 
where US officials said 
Iraq was working on 
long-range systems that 
could deliver weapons 
of mass destruction, 
were particularly impor¬ 
tant to the US war plan. 
All the more so since 
administration officials, 
to avoid civilian casual¬ 
ties, ruled out air strikes 
against other commer¬ 
cial and industrial facili¬ 
ties with potential to 
manufacture chemical 
and biological weapons 
that these missiles could-' 
cany: - 

In addition to crip¬ 
pling the missile effort, 
Cohen and Shelton said 
the air strikes caused 
significant damage to 
Saddam Hussein's 
security service and his 
communications, intelligence- 
gathering and propaganda 
networks. 

“Saddam may rebuild and 
attempt to rebuild some of this 
military infrastructure in the 
future, just as he has replaced 
many facilities, including lav¬ 
ish palaces after” the 1991 Per¬ 
sian Gulf War, Cohen said. 

“But we have d iminis hed his 
ability to threaten his neigh- 
bora with both conventional 
and non conventional weap¬ 
ons.”* 


Sad- 


Raids leave Iraqi capital 
a city of contrasts 


By Howard Schneider 

BAGHDAD—They were scat¬ 
tered and relatively inconspicu¬ 
ous, hard to identify except for 
such telltale signs as blasted 
windows, sagging roofs or 
burn marks. 

After three nights of US and 
British airs trikes against the 
Iraqi capital, there were no 
smoking piles of rubble, col¬ 
lapsed bridges or severed high¬ 
ways. The city and its people 
continued to function quite 
normally. 

But tucked away near high¬ 
way overpasses or wedged 
behind apartments and office * 
complexes was the evidence of 
the cruise missiles that came 
thundering in from planes and 
ships in the Gulf: A series of 
government buildings, thought 
to.be fratical ifckpr' 

regime,-that appeared :largely- 
intact from the outside were 
likely in tatters within. 

En route to. spots around the 
city, one caught an occasional 
glimpse—of a security com¬ 
plex, for example, struck by as 
many as three missiles near the 
UN headquarters outside Bagh¬ 
dad. The roof of one building 
bad collapsed onto the top 
floor in one comer, while the 
walls of a second were charred 
and windowless. 

The top floors of a military- 
industry office complex were 
also windowless, although little - 
other damage was apparent., 
from the small portion of the 1 • 
building that was visible from, 
the road outside the al-Rastaeed 
Hotel. 

The extent of the damage 



Iraqi citizens examine one of the sites in Bagdad devastated by US-Bridsh strikes 


caused by US and British mis¬ 
siles could not be described 
with any accuracy. Iraqi offi¬ 
cials have not allowed journal¬ 
ists to tour any damaged struc¬ 
tures and were providing only 
a partial list of targeted sites. 

But diplomats with more 
freedom of movement around 
Baghdad said the air raids bad 
created an eerie contrast 
between the unimpeded flow of 
daily life in the city and the 
heavy pounding of the past 
three nights. There has been no 
major disruption of electricity, 
water service or commerce, a 


state of affairs that to some 
here seemed hardly passible 
given the noise and seeming 
chaos of each night. - 
“What struck me as remarka¬ 
ble is that Baghdad seems to be 
a different city by day than 
what we-see during the bora- > 
bardment at night,” said Pra- k 
kash Shah, UN Secretary Geur ' 
eral Kofi Annan’s special ■ 
envoy to Iraqi, “People move 
freely. There does not seem to - 
be any panic at all despite the 
-intense bombardment” 

It is wrong, however, fo say 
that things are normal here, and 


the strangeness of the times 
made itself felt at unexpected 
moments. 

- Outside UN headquarters— 
where-the windows had been 
taped carefully to prevent inju¬ 
ries from shattered glass— 
spent shells, apparently from 
Iraqi gunners, fell from the sky 
at midday. “We are having an 
instance of antiaircraft shells 
foiling,” a security guard said 
over a loudspeaker. “Please 
remain indoors.” 

LA Tuncs-Washington Post 
News Service 






LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Stop the genocide against 
Iraqi civilians 


Mr Kofi Annan 

Secretary-General 

United Nations. New- York 

Your Excellency 

The current irrational, savage bombing of 
Iraqi civilians by the United States and Britain 
is a genocide approved by the United Nations 
Security Council. It is a disgrace to witness 
missiles and bombs killing innocent Iraqi civil¬ 
ians. This is an added misery to the Iraqi peo¬ 
ple who have been suffering from strict UN 
sanctions for the past seven years which has 
resulted in the death of hundreds of thousands 
children, according to your own UN reports. 

The UN ideally supports negotiation and 
diplomacy, while protecting human dignity, 
security and international legitimacy. The cur¬ 
rent excessive and terrifying bombing of Iraq, 
in addition to the genocide resulting from 
sanctions, reveals a failure of diplomacy, a 
failure which reflects adversely on your own 
credibility. No political, diplomatic or moral 
advantage can be achieved by the continued 
slaughter of Iraqi civilians. 

Yes. we support the elimination of all weap¬ 
ons of mass destruction produced by all coun¬ 
tries alike without singling out Iraq. But how 
many innocent Iraqi children have to die to sat¬ 
isfy the United Nations? The world needs wis¬ 
dom. leadership and courage to stop this geno¬ 
cide. Stop the bombing and the sanction. If 
you foil to act you should resign. Otherwise 
you will go into history as a worid leader who 


approved genocide against Iraqi civilians. 

Sincerely, 
Joseph R. Haiek 
Publisher of The News Circle Arab - 
American Affairs Magazine 
POBox 3684 Glendale, C4 91201, USA 
http:lfhome.pacbeU.net/newscirc 


Bombs on Baghdad—lam 
ashamed 

I am ashamed because innocent children and 
women have to die. 1 am ashamed that a west¬ 
ern great power country has to bring a bomb 
damage to a population, which had to suffer 
more than ten years in the pasL Due to the 
embargo the medical supply for children and 
weak people is terrible. 1 am ashamed because 
we are of the opinion, that we have to transfer 
our “western way of thinking” on other coun¬ 
tries and religions. 1 am ashamed there are 
bombs on Baghdad!!! 

Who has shown us the proofs that there are 
extermination arms? Innocent children and 
women have to die because of an exhibition of 
arms, the influence of capital and the deflection 
of internal affairs. I am ashamed because every¬ 
body has a look at this tragedy. I do not agree 
with the way of acting of Saddam Hussain, but 
do we act as Christians when we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus and at the same time innocent 
children and women have to die between 
Euphrii and Tigris. 

Ralph Schfer 
Keltenstrae 3 
D-93077 Bad Abbach 
Germany Fax: ++49/(0) 9405/58 98 



Arabs denounce assaults on Iraq 


By Daniel W illiams 

AMMAN—A grounds well of 
protests against the bombing of 
Iraq roiled the Middle East Sat¬ 
urday. In particularly violent 
incidents, mobs assaulted 
American and British diplo¬ 
matic buildings in Damascus, 
where Syrian guards and US 
Marines rescued the wife of 
US Ambassador Ryan Crocker . 
as rioters broke into the 
couple's residence. 


A State Department official 
said that Christine Crocker was 
safe but declined to give details 
about her escape or the wherea¬ 
bouts of embassy personnel. 
US diplomats are especially 
concerned about security in the 
wake of terror attacks on 
embassies in Kenya and Tanza¬ 
nia earlier this year. 

The demonstrations unset¬ 
tled a normally placid day for 
Muslims—the beginning of 
Ramadan, ihe holy month of 


fasting, feasting and prayer. 

Several Arab newspapers 
criticized the muted response 
of most Middle East govern¬ 
ments to the scenes of destruc¬ 
tion and injury in Baghdad. 

Until Saturday, protests 
largely had been peaceful, 
except in Pales tinian, towns in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank. 
With demonstrations appar¬ 
ently taking a militant turn on 
the fourth day of bombing, the 
chances began to dim that the 


United States can 


any 
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Palestinian youths in the West Bank demonstrating..^ 


, __ n expect 

kind of Arab backing for much 
longer. ; 

Political demonstrations are 
rare in Syria under the iron rule 
of President Hafez AssadL But 
hundreds of yoarhfbi protesters 
surrounded the US embassy in 
Damascus and chanted “Down 
with America” as they pelted 
the budding with rocks, break¬ 
ing some windows. A few 
demonstrators .. - scaled . the 
embassy walls and hauled 
. down and burned the American 
flag. ■ 

US Maxine guards fired tear 
gas. Small crowds, later 
assaulted an American cultural 
center and the home , of 
. Crocker, the US. aimhirecadof 
few.score protesters broke into 
the house-. and -rampaged ! 
through. , - an office and the 
kitchen, upending books and 
tossing furniture outside. Pro¬ 
tectors also shattered the head¬ 
lights- and windows of 
Crocker’s car. Someone pro- 
duccd a bra, vm>te_'the name 
Monica, on it and waved it to 
the jeering crowd. 

A mob broke into an Ameri¬ 
can school and the US .Cultural 
Center. Others threw stones af 
die-British'. Embassy andthe 
British Coandi, which holds 
Euglish language classes: ayt . 
cufinral. programs. The .State 
Deparfcnent protested the Syr¬ 
ian failore to protect the Amer¬ 
ican buildings and occupants. 

Syrian'police had tried, to 
use water cannons to break up 
the- ooteri^bur their vehicle 
was blocked, by, protesters, fo 
all, the-unrest lasted about six 
bourse according to- -‘wire 
reports. About a dozen demon¬ 
strators were hotoitalizttj to 
recover fthmiheeffectsoftear 
eas. , : . 

The anackswwbocHted.with a 

of , 


Syrians in the ancient capital. 
Marchers carried banners that 
read "The Syrian people are 
with you, our Iraqi brothers." 
Syria and Iraq have long been 
political rivals, but recently, 
Efcmascus hag backed Iraq's 
call for an end to the eight- 
year-old UN trade embargo 
against Baghdad. 

In the West Bank, Palestin¬ 
ian protesters clashed with 
-Israeli troops near a Jewish set- 
a ™°t “ Hebron. They hurled 
rocks, bottles and Molotov 
Soldiers fired back 
marble-shaped ballets and tear 
gas. 

„<5ln i ?fH nan Saturday, about 
Jordan University staged a 
dKrJW 1 Operation 

S™ta q c<xtenaa,efortbe 

; . The students tried to bum an 

toMncan flag but it failed to 
ignite. - 

police blocked 
thcm - canying their 

Siecumy forces also 
fe^close watch on other dera- 
on^ahops outside of mosques 
■^^^offrbidandM^ 
vemoxKtrations also took in 
Yemen and Sudan and among 

-The coincidence 0 f the 
bombing raids and the beein- 
mnj^f Ramadan aJsocrMtf^a 

Srcr"®- 1 " 

■»rfSsaSi"5 

FrontJH . 
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Love on the net or the rocks 


dating agencies 
te with the web 


'_ THE STAR 7, 


‘You’ve got mail’ 

Modem romance 


By Lesley Downer 

As Zsa-Zsa Gabor once'said: “I want a 
man who is kind and understanding. Is 
that too much to ask of a millionaire?" 

Debra Willis is a good-looking, bub¬ 
bly 35-year-old banker in the City of 
London earning £100,000 a year, with 
a penthouse in Docklands. She has it 
all except for one feingrA man. A rml- 
Uonaixe will do just j£nc. ' •_ r . 

So, as a 1990s woman in charge of 
her own destiny, she decides to use the 
most up-to-the-minute method of find¬ 
ing one via the Internet' 

The Internet is big business and so is 
the : lonely • hearts industry.-' Pot die 

two together and you ■ get___ 

ebeimstiy;. Next month sees r ■■ ; 

the launch of, MatchNet.com V: ■ - ' 
t‘wwwinatcfihefccOna) r f^ - v .. : • N : . 

designed to be an Internet dat- W. '.'J 
ing agency for the likes of nY . 
DebraWiffis.v"-\/ 

SaysNige! Coster, operations - 
director “High Achievers have i:'.'- - 
lets tune so they, ha$;e more. L‘..V 
need of anTnl&Det dating; ser- Vv-; 1 - 
vice.” He points but that in three IvV; 
to five years, 95 percent of the. 
country could have access to the V*:.-- 
Internet via television, sets. . 
MaichNet pic’s initial offer fin* 
subscription generated £250,000; 
the target is £13 million. - Wm 

It is easy to see why investors 
go dewy-eyed over the dating - ffl 
business. Anyone joining a dating H 
agency has to fill in a lengthy form H 
listing his (or her) income, occupa- 9 
tion, likes and' dislikes thereby .gj 
creating-a valuable database for 
advertisers. ; 

Columbus, the publishing and infor¬ 
mation group, recently paicLfl .45 mil¬ 
lion far die venerable dating agency ’• 
Dateline, primarily for its - client 
database . 

But what isin it for the punter? . 

'Willis's quest began with 
www.jdate.coin, the American Jewish' 
Singles Dating Agency upon winch 
MatehNet will be modelled. The-on- - 
seztea fora took 30 mmutes^'to fill in'. 
and, y._ beside;. . basic ' information, 
required fssays pit topics such as Any - 
ideal first date? 

A JDa)e search for a professional 
male aged between 30 and 55, between 
5ft 8m-and 6ft 3in tafijmd fivmgjn the 


$100,000 from an -occupation be 
described only as “Something Fun 
That I Love". 

Willis also tried out other agencies 
call up www.cupidneLcom and a list of 
more than 100 appears, although cau¬ 
tion is needed: even those with the 
- most innocuous-sounding names usu¬ 
ally turn out to be offering Russian or 
Thai mail order “brides". 

■ And the.- Internet agency, 
www.photo-personals.co.uk. which, 
looked stjaightforward at first glance, 
and upon which Willis posted an ad, 
was not what she was seeking at all. 
The next day she 


Says David Carter ‘It's dangerous, 
insecure, needle-in-a-hay stack stuff." 
Carter, a development capitalist, 
recently took over the veteran intro¬ 
duction agency Virginia Charles and 
has now negotiated a merger with Only 
Lunch, a service targeting profession¬ 
als who meet for lunch much less 
stressful. Daring, he says, is the busi¬ 
ness of the future; in 10 years die 
industry will be worth £1 bUlion. 

As more and more women take on 
senior roles at work, office romance is 





. ...... 


r’lfcy - 






menialist writer: Some of the profiles 
included pbott^raphs.' - :t 

Responses came from Jim, . .an 
investment analyst from New York, 
Stephen from the English Midlands 
and Michael from California, whose 
annual income was more than 


had 73 replies, of which 90 per cent 
could be described as graphic; some 
included.photographs for which “dis¬ 
tasteful" would - he a considerable 
understatement. 

She . also tried- wwwjnatcb.com, 
which allows an anonymous name and 
a concealed e-mail address. 

This is the joy of die Internet its 
scope for anonymity and its vast scale. 
There have been many cases of love 
blossoming between people who met 
in cyberspace. The film'die characters, 
played by Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan, 
discover, you have no idea with whom 
you are: corresponding. While die pair 
are falling in love on the net, they are- 
fierce bittiness rivals in real life. 

name and e-mail- address). But on the 
other hand, the. person you are corre¬ 
sponding with is also probably lying 
-through Ins teeth. 

So bow can you filter out unsuitable 
people? How (kies the unsuspecting 
City lady avoid serial rapists? 




bec oming ffcrlncg and dating agen¬ 
cies are becoming more acceptable. In 
the past two years, says Janetta Hamil¬ 
ton-Brown of Only Lunch, there has 
been a real change in attitude; the 
stigma is dying in die UK. In the US it 
died Jong ago. 

While open Internet dating may be 
risky, die Internet has a huge role to 
play in facilitating the work of the tra¬ 
ditional agencies. Sirius, for example, 
is going on-line in -January 
(www.clubsiriu5.com). The web site 
has been designed to allow anyone to 
access die lists of potential (and anony¬ 
mous) mates, but in order to make con¬ 
tact yon have to join. 

For me, Sirius found an architect a 
company director, a chief executive 
and some bankers. Several sounded 
charming. and after an entertaining 
j^pse^itifjcrsationil dfbvenp tbe-M4 " 
lufldr w his golf ’• 

club; 

A true gentleman of the old- 
fashioned sort he was a 40-something 
merchant banker. He had spent most of 
his life working abroad which bad 
made it very difficult to meet women, 
let alone suitable ones. Through Sirius. 


he said, he bad enjoyed several inter¬ 
esting meetings and made new friends, 
though as yet there was no romance. 
He asked if he could see me again and 
it seemed only fair to tell him that in 
my case too, romance was not going to 
be on the cards. 

Sirius has a pool of 10.000 people 
and costs £468 for a year's 
membership. 

Another agency. Sara Eden at the 
platinum card end of the spectrum has 
a pool of 2,000 members and costs 
£695. Founded and run by Karen 

Mooney, Sara Eden used to be 
.1 known as the “beautiful people's | 
1 agency". After a long interview, you 
l sort through heaps of personal pro- I 
1 flies of people who might be right 
. 1 for you. each with several photo- 
i graphs, and decide whom you 
- 1 would tike to meet. 

•.:! There is also a secret list of 
. A high-profile members who can 

I choose but not be chosen. My 

1 sheaf of potential partners 

1 included doctors, lawyers, media 
"’l people and a yachtsman. 

J Only Lunch is smaller, newer 

- - -l and slightly more expensive 
jfT- f 1 (£750 with 750 members). Your 
w'.; | lunch is a blind date; you know 

- ~ I nothing about your partner 

except a first name and the fact 
j that be or she has been chosen as 
I someone you might like. 

1 1 arrived, feeling rather ner- 

^3^1 vous, at a quiet restaurant in 
central London and asked the 
waiter surreptitiously for the Only 
Lunch table. To my relief. “Tim" 
turned out to be a highly presentable, 
dapper, articulate businessman. Like 
Barry, be too had spent many years 
abroad. 

1 began to build a picture of dating 
agency customers as winners, rather j 
than the sad losers one tends to assume 
them to be. They tend to be people 
who have lived abroad and have lost 
their British inhibitions about going for 
what they want 

At the end of the meal, the moment 
arrived when we would have to decide 
whether or not to- exchange phone 
numbers. We both said "Good Luck", 
the code for “Well, I won’t be seeing 
you again". 

Whether you go for the Internet, the 
traditional hand-picked approach, or a 
blind date set up by friends, there , is j 
one jndubmouafikhipEoblhiiL AlI these?;. 
‘methods operate on the basis that you ' i 
know what you are looking for and 
that your ideal partner will be someone 
with whom you have something in 
common whereas, as we all know, 
love is a lot more complicated than \ 
that! 

Financial Times Syndication \ 


By Rita Kempiey 

There's no swapping spit in 
! cyberspace, so playing post 
' office just isn’t what it used to 
be. Online love affairs, as 
“You've Got Mail" demon- 
straies, may be intriguing, even 
intimate, but they are also 
wordy and physically chaste. 
The Internet is unlikely to 
replace intercourse. 

Meg Ryan and Toro Hanks 
type their little hearts out in 
director Nora Ephron's easy, 
breezy and aggressively adora¬ 
ble comic romance. Based 
upon 1940's “The Shop 
Around the Comer," the movie 
updates that tale of anonymous 
pen pals by moving the corre¬ 
spondence from the mailbox to 
modem. 

Joe Fox (Hanks) and Kath¬ 
leen Kelly (Ryan l, a pair of 
Upper West Siders, travel in 
the same circles, work in the 
same industry, even buy their 
skim latte grandes from the 
same Starbucks. They've also 
been sharing nakedly honest, 
increasingly affectionate e-mail 
as NY 152 and Shopgirl. Yet 
they've never laid eyes on each 
other. 

When they do eventually 
meet, they know each other 
only as bitter business rivals. 
Joe, the savvy heir to a chain of 
Borders-1 ike emporiums, has 
just opened a branch in the 
neighborhood that has long 
been the home of Kathleen's 
children's bookstore. 

With its deep discounts, 
huge inventory, comfy sofas 
and coffee bar. Fox Books 
seems certain to put Kathleen’s 
quaint, cozy, child-friendly 
Shop Around the Corner right 
out of business. As she begins 
to lose money and her clientele. 
Shopgirl appeals to NY152, 
who urges her to go to war with 
the competition. 

Though the pair are dearly 
meant for one another, the inev¬ 
itable denouement is compli¬ 
cated not only by their initial 
enmity, but aiso their relation¬ 
ships with a shrill book editor 
(Parker Posey) and a smug 
newspaper columnist (Greg 
Kinnear). Kathleen and Joe 
make up the main dish, but 
these two are just lhe parsley 
mi the plate. Like Jean Staple- 
ton, Dave Chappellc and -Dab* 
ney Coleman, who also-3355? 
supporting roles, the off-leads 
are poorly served by these 
underwritten and largely insig¬ 
nificant parts. 

Ephron, who wrote the adap¬ 
tation with her sister Delia, 
makes barbed observations 



Tom Hanks 


about the Gapification of 
America and the latte and lap¬ 
top culture, waxes riotous on 
men's obsession with the 
“Godfather’’ movies and gener¬ 
ally abides by the time-honored 
boy-gets-girl formula. 

Alas, there is really no 
graceful or honorable way to 
end the story once Joe learns 
that Kathleen is his cyber¬ 
soulmate and continues to keep 
his silence. In his reluctance to 
ruin the relationship, he 
becomes a sneak and a liar. 
And the Ephron sisters seem to 
have concluded that it's fine to 
be taken in by a rapacious busi¬ 
nessman as long as he's really 
funny and cute. 

Despite all the lip service 
paid to the battle of the book¬ 
stores, the Little Shop's fate 
always seems as inescapable as 
Starbucks. Funny the coffee¬ 
house conglomerate should be?- _ 
so prominently featured. con£?§ 
sidering thr*movtc*S'seemin^“- 
contempt for mega-chains and 
for yuppies who equate coffee 
with culture. (It's probably 
futile to point out that Star- 
bucks was once a small busi¬ 
ness in Seattle. That's why 
they’re sleepless there.) 


“You've Got Mail" is pri¬ 
marily an attempt to'cash in on 
the potent chemistry between 
Hanks and Ryan, who radiate 
warmth like a couple of space 
heaters. Maybe Hanks repre¬ 
sents corporate greed, but he's 
no Gordon Gekko. He comes 
off as a benign businessman 
who just wants to make books 
more affordable to more 
readers. 

And Ryan’s Kathleen is 
hardly an 'independent woman 
of the 90s. She's not a woman 
at all. Dressed in cuddly- 
wuddly wittie jammies and 
woolly socks on more than one 
occasion, she's downright 
infantile. Perhaps gening out of 
the children's book business 
would be a good thing for this 
poor woman after all. 

Though it turns on timely 
«gues and lobs Zingers-at 
frendy poseurs, “Youfve';®A 
Mail" is as old-fashioned as 
snail mail. But. in these 
unsteady times, it is a welcome 
delivery.* 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



Yugoslavia through 
the looking glass 


By Nader Ajellat and Mohammed 
Salameh of Ad Dustour 

THE YUGOSLAV plane takes off from 
Queen Alia Airport, enroute to Belgrade, 
the Yugoslav capital, on a special visit 
organized for a delegation from the Jorda¬ 
nian press. The visit came in response to 
an invitation by Jihad Mdanat, general 
agent of Yugoslav Airlines in Amman. 

Our first day started wife a comprehen¬ 
sive tour around Belgrade, to get 
acquainted wife fee natural beauty of this 
city. The second day was more official, 
since fee delegation held meetings wife a 
□umber of Yugoslav officials and dis¬ 
missed wife them their mutual interests in 
the aviation and tourism sectors. Yugoslav 
Ministers of Tourism, Foreign Affairs and 
Health attended the meeting. Yugoslavia 
was and is {till considered as one of the 
most beautiful countries in Europe. 

. Its history dates bade to 5000 BC, and it 
lies in south-east Europe. The area, esti 
mated at 102,173 square' kilometers, is sit 
uated on the main road between Europe 
and Asia. Over IV million people are liv 
ing in fee country, winch faced many ten 
. sions and civil wars. 

Although the weather is 
extremely cold, people cany on 
wife their life in a normal man¬ 
ner. Belgrade, has a long history 
of civilizations and traditions. Its 
name comes from the old tribe of 
Slavs, who lived in fee area dur¬ 
ing the sixth century. Belgrade 
means ‘The White City,’ which 
was given to fee dry following 
an admirable resistance during a 
siege that fee city underwent. 

Walking in the city, you can 
pass by. the famous bridge of the 
Danube river, busy markets, 
press centers, theatres and exhi¬ 
bition halls, trading centers, 
botels-aod houses which demon¬ 
strate fee harmony of traditional 
and modem buildings.. 

According to latest excava¬ 
tions, Belgrade was first inhabited in fee 
5000 BC. Dating back to fee Bronze and 
Iron Ages, the Romans occupied the city 
for four centuries before it was recon¬ 
structed by fee Slavs. 

Bulgarians, Byzantines and Hungarians 
ruled fee city during fee (9th, 10m, and 



life) centuries. It was later ruled by the 
Arabs during the 13th century. The city 
enjoyed a golden age under fee rale of 
Prince Stefan, who transferred it to a most- 
developed capital. 

In 1521, fee Ottomans occupied fee city 
for three and a half centuries, before 


obtaining independence in 
1878 under Serbian rule. The 


city was also occupied by the 
German troops during World 
War II. Belgrade is considered 
today as one of the most devel¬ 
oped cities in Europe—the Iasi 
50 years were decisive in its 
history—since its people 
worked hard to develop and 
promote the industrial and tourism sectors 
m their city. 

Leaving Belgrade, Yugoslavia maybe 
better known for its mineral hot springs, 
where people from all over the world come 
to benefit from fee healthy effects of this 

water on fee human bodv. 




Over 150 health resorts are now availa¬ 


ble in Yugoslavia. Mast of them were built 
during the old Roman rule. Some of these 
resorts are the Franscapanja. and Soko- 
panja resorts. 

These locations are not only known for 
their therapy, but are also famous for their 
beautiful scenery, where the evergreens 
und recreation parks are located in and 
around the springs. Many people visit 
these resorts every year to undergo thera¬ 
peutic sessions that usually takes weeks. 

The week-long visit came to its end, and 
wc didn’t feel fee lime passing by. We 
came back to Jordon with fruitfti? memo¬ 
ries about a country we fell in love with. ■ 
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• Engineer Ghobashi Ahmed 
Hassan recently joined Le Mer- 
Idlen Amman. Mr Hassan 
worked at Le Meridien Hotels 
since 1983, also he worked at Le 
Meridien Cairo, Le Meridien 
Palestine Baghdad, Le Meridien 
Abu Dhabi and Le Meridien 
Heliopolis. Mr Ghobashi is fully 

experienced in Engineering - and 

Renovations at hotels. 


OFF THE 
WALL 

Bv FLnta Haddad 



j Buying a 
! dress! 

i 

| THIS TIME of ihe year is 
• known for paying, paying. 
; and more paying! Indeed. 
J this is the season of fesu’vi- 
i ties, not only is this the 
j holy month of Ramadan 
( hut iif Christmas too. And 
! in this respect, it is not a 
good idea to go shopping 
right now for prices are 
skyrocketing, but will peo¬ 
ple listen, definitely noL 

However, the other day 
my aunt phoned me to go 
shopping with her. She 
wanted to buy something 
for herself just before the 
rush for the celebrations, 
and she was quite right too. 

We first went window 
shopping, they were full of 
the things that you would 
wish Co have. A her a while 
my aunt liked a dress, and 
we went in one of the 
shops. After trying the 
i dress out for size", the real 
i battle staned But up till 
now. 1 esin’L for the life of 
me understand how could 
such a dress deserve the 
asking price of JD 175. 

At first I thought 1 heard 
the salesman say JD 75. 
and said that it was a bit 
expensive for stich a dress, 
but he lambasted that the 
price was JD 175. i will 
never forget the way he 
said it. a moment of 
silence then passed before 
ray aunt recoUoected her 
thoughts and just said “for 
what?" The salesman then 
started what sellers usually 
do to entice customers to 
buy. "This was made in 
England, you won't find 
another piece if you go all 
over the country, look at 
the fabrics it will remain 
the same even after 20 
years." My aunt become 
upset, and we immediately 
left the shop. Fortunately, 
after more looking around, 
my aunt found a dress 
which she really liked, and 
it was much cheaper. 

But why do prices shoot 
up on these occasions? Is it 
the fault of sellers? Well, 
that might be partly the 
ease. But the final blame 
must lie with consumers 
who all go at the the same 
time to buy their shopping. 

And the moral of the tale Is 
to buy in stascs! ■ 


Dia Azzawi’s panorama 
featured in Amman 
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j SCRAPBOOK 

j Great Expectations! 

! By Kasheed A1 Roussan 

Special to The Star 

IF CHARLES Dickens was alive today, his ah rings 
would have been different than before. Bom in Febru¬ 
ary 1812 at Landport Dickens led a life of pov erty and 
labor. He supported his family, worked in fact*Tie-, 
and dropped out of school. Later on. he grew up to be 
one of the most remarkable novelists of al! time. 

His novels are the true manifestation 1 * of the suffer- > 
ing of the poor, the orphan and the abandoned. Oliver 
Twist. David Coperfield. A Tale of Two Cities, and 
Great Expectations are among the novelist's 
- masterpieces. 

His interwoven words, sensuous expressions. Iluid 
metaphors and universal proverbs capture one's senses 
into a world of reality arid fiction. ' 

Moreover, Dickens' portrayal of poverty and social 
injustice has traveled the earth, entering almost every’ 
school and university. Whenever masters like Dickens 
write; they evoke the mind and carv e words of wisdom 
on the shores of history. 

Today, if Charles Dickens opened his eyes tn read 
the papers of our own history, he would write novels of 
political injustice, poverty and social reform. If he took 1 . 
a walk m the cities and towns of Palestine. The digni¬ 
fied mountains of Lebanon, the wrecks of Iraqi homes 
and tombs of civilian deceits, he would write **A Talc 
of Two Arabs”. “Arabic Twist", and "Low 
Expectations!" ' 

However, be wouldn't have enough time to cover all 
the events in the region, .and how could hc‘? Wh.it 
would he say? F guess he would start with his famous 
opening from A Tale of Two Cities: “It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wis¬ 
dom. i twas the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of 
belief, it was the epoch of incredulity..." I am sure he 
would write this, as follows: “It was "the best of times 1 
[for ZiomanLit was the worst of times [for ArahsJ. ii 
was the epoch of belief [in the name of oppression |. it i 
was the. epoch of incredulity [in the name of : 
freedom]! - . . 

The fact is that neither Dickens nor anv master nov¬ 
elist could portray what truth itself-could not utter. . 
Anyway, there tue people who are already standing for : 
our rights, and fi{£ting over our misfortunes. We are E 
proud of die UN. the mother of all the poor, the nccu- ' 
pied and the abused! 

“snMieapeciations," arc still high. Wc 
believe in God, the holy books and judgment day, and ; 
that s enough I guess! • - 1 

^ ^ c .? ould Dickens about .his opinion, he would ' 
eventually say: ..there is nothing so finelv perceived ; 
and so finely felt, as injustice..."-■ 


I 


r- ^ 





I A G E N D A 


Exhibitions Nous Ne Vieiilirons 

■ The: American Center Pas Ensemble [We 
features a poster exhibi- won’t grow . old 


AmmanlStarl—In preparation for its 
soft opening in late December 1998. 
Grand Hyan Amman has invited Lon¬ 
don-based Iraqi artist Dia Azzawi to 
install his five-meter long wall relief. 
Mashhad Sharqi <Eastern scene), 
which was expressly created for the 
Grand Lobby of the hotel. In conjunc¬ 
tion with the installation. Grand Hyan 
Amman has invited gallery directors 
and members of the^ local media to 
bunch a press conference to view the 
artwork and meet with the artist. Also 
on display during this event is a selec¬ 
tion of limited edition silk-screen 
prints from Azzawi's Seven Golden 
Odes (1979) and Al Jawahiri Verses 
119S9). 

Azzawi s Mashhad Sharqi is a two- 
dimensional composition, cut and reas¬ 


sembled into a three-dimensional wall 
relief of 10 overlapping pans, creating 
an architectural construction that takes 
the shape of its slightly convex back¬ 
ground. Through this abstract composi¬ 
tion. one perceives geometric patterns 
inspired by Arabic folklore, arabesque 
design and old stained glass. 

These elements combined succeed 
m producing a work of an capable of 
establishing a dialogue with viewers of 
varied geographical and cultural back¬ 
grounds. Mashhad Sharqi has been 
executed in acrylic and gold leaf on 
wood and canvas, and is~260 x 5000 
centimeters in size. 

Al-Mu'aJlaqat iThe Seven Golden 
Odes), also on display for the occa¬ 
sion. are a collection of limited edi¬ 
tion silk-screen prims inspired by the 
work of pre-Islamic poets, such as 


‘Umru’ni Qals. Autara bin Shad- 
dad and Tarfa Ibnul’ Abd. 

The odes, each considered the best 
piece by its author, were embroidered 
on the curtain of the temple ia Mecca 
and are thus considered among the 
first Arabic poems ever to be recorded 
in writing. These odes enjoy a unique 
position in Arabic literature, repre¬ 
senting the finest of early Arabic 
poetry. The seven meeting rooms at 
the Grand Hyart Amman have been 
named^ after the seven poets in 
Azzawi's AJ Mu'allaqaL and will each 
feature one of the silk-screen prints. 

Azzawi is among the few Arab art¬ 
ists who have been successful in com¬ 
bining the eastern and western artistic 
traditions. As one art critic puts it. 
“Dia Azzawi's deep attachment to his 
cultural heritage is to find a visual lan¬ 


guage that is both Arab and univer¬ 
sal" He incorporates Arabic themes 
and calligraphy into his work in such 
a way that they become an integral 
part of the design. The result is a vis¬ 
ual feast of colors and textures, and an 
equally powerful intellectual 
experience. 

Bom and educated in Iraq, Azzawi 
has lived in London since 1976. His 
work is well known in Europe find 
throughout the Arab world. He has 
participated in both solo and group 
exhibitions in various parts of the 
world since-1965. 

Among his numerous public collec¬ 
tors are the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. London: the British 
Museum. London: the Biblioteque 
Nanonale, Paris; and the Gulbenkian 
Collection. Barcelona.* 


versa ry oT the 
Universal Dec¬ 
laration of 
Homan Rights. 

The exhibition, 
which includes 
30 posters 
reflecting the 
history of 
human rights 
movement . in 
the US, wiH.be 
on display, until 
30 December. 

■ The 10th 
anniversary, 
exhibition of 
Contemporary 
Arab Artists, is 
currently show¬ 
ing at Darat AJ 
Fimun. Jabal Al-Weibdeh, 
until 28 January 1999. 
Film 

B The French movie. 


■licliftown at' 
the French Cul¬ 
tural Center on 
2S December, 
twice at 6:30 
and 8:30. The 
movie focuses 
on the extra¬ 
marital affairs 
between men 
and women. 

■ The British 
Counci] will 
show the movie 
Mr Bean, star¬ 
ring Rowan 
Atkinson, 
on 29 Decetn- 
ber, at 6 pm. 
The Council 
also shows 
on 30 Decem¬ 
ber. The Famous Five 

\-2P CciaI dis P Ja >' f °r 

children under 1 u 
5:00 pm. dl 
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The Iraqi artists: 


a legacy of elegance 

and innovation 


By Rasheed Al Roussan 

Special to The Star 

AMIDST BENEVOLENT date trees, 
breathtaking landscapes and magical mon¬ 
uments of Babel, an was bom. The wind, 
the sand, and the footsteps of passing civ¬ 
ilizations have delivered a bounty of Iraqi 
artists, who have spread their art ail over 
the world. 

After surviving the horrors of war in 
Iraq, many of them decided to seek their 
desrin> in neighboring countries. 

“i-amasat" gallery is one of the most 
elegant print? that was created by young 
Iraqi artiste in Jordan. 

"I wasn't really willing to establish this 
£Until financial support was availa¬ 
bly said Hisham VaquL the manager of 
die gulL-ry and a well acclaimed artist 
who studied theater direction and fine art 
back in Iraq. 

The gallery hold*, a variety of drawings 
and portrait-, from different art schools, 
like abstract, realistic and natural draw¬ 
ings, Our work is different and innova- 
'ive. Starting with photo-realism. expres¬ 
sionism. and ending with contemporary 
■in," explained Yaqut- 
The fluctuation between simpHc^. 
complexion invites dte v 'euer in to a 
wurld of .spiritual orientalism. 

Yaqut's drawings present* the artist's 


abiiiry in mastering different slvlej of art 
schools. An is a didactic tool, it is a wav 
of lire. We are keen on portraying our 
own modern vision and innovation to the 
public." Yaqui went on to say. 

In addition. Yaqut is also responsible 
for the choice of frames, which can't but 
capture your eyes by its light colon*. 

Ameer Hussien.'another contributing 
artist, has the fluid touch of a photogra¬ 
pher. where he presents art in motion. 
One of his drawings conveys dancers 
moving in a free pace, a spiritual snap 
shot of beauty. 

Hassan Musa's works vary between 
natural landscapes and abstract figures. 
"In art. (here is the beautiful and the ugly, 
and I believe that any artist must portray 
both elements in utmost enlightenment 
and innovation." said Musa. He pointed 
out that war is one of the most dominant 
themes in his paintings. "An anisi must 
be bom from an experience, w hich would 
elevate his senses to the nirvana of 
expression and spirituality." he 
concluded. 

One of his mesmerizing paintings is an 
abstract drawing, which appears to con¬ 
tain figures of multi-dimensional angles. 
The soundless expression of this picture is 
one of the most appealing works in the 
gallery. 

In relation to the public's interest in an. 


Qahtan Adna. who is specialized in 
wood works, said that Jordanian apprecia¬ 
tion remains immature. “Honestly, I was 
shocked when I first came to Jordan. Art 
is still considered to be an entertainment 
object among people here,” complained 
Ad nan. r 

However. Musa and Yaqut believe that 
there are Jordanian artists with zrowin- 
potentials. Moreover, the Jordanian expe¬ 
rience is still in a process of creation. 

On the other hand, the Iraqi artists call 
on officials to elevate the intellectual and 
artistic activities held in Jordan, as a step 
towards lifting public's taste and intellec¬ 
tuality. The gallery is welcoming its visi¬ 
tors in the holy month of Ramadan from 
--8 pm, and from 12-8 pm after the end 
of the holy month. 

Moreover, gallery “'Lamasaf will hold 
an exhibition presenting works from dif¬ 
ferent Iraqi artists under the theme of 
war and its outcomes." The artist will 
present their own vision in dealing with 
such universal issues through the lan¬ 
guage of eolor and light. 

Hisham Yaqut will also be presenting a 
one man show exhibition where he will 
focus on the idea of pollution and 
industrialization. 

All in all, Iraqis have proven again to 
be one of the messengers for a sublime, 
sensuous legacy oforr.il 
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Programs on JTV2 
from 26 —31 December 



Amman cinemas 


• Philadelphia I (Tel: 4634149): Captain Ron 

• Philadelphia H (Td:4634149): For Richer Or 
Poorer 

• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Desperate Measures 

• Galleria H (Tel: 079 33430) :The Horse Whisperer 

• Plaza (Tel: 5699238): Saeedi At The American 
University (Arabic) 

• Concord 1 (Teh 5677420): Esraaeliya, Rayeh Jay 
(Arabic) 

• Concord II (Tel: 5677420): Maverick 


*Prince of Egypt 9 


Tale of a Hero 



C?rr *- 

k ks 




ENGUSH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran & Sabeeh 
Bukhari (Religions program) 
3:18—Anlmaniacs 
3:30—The adventure of the 
Bosh Patrol ' 

4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 

4:45—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:05—French Progs. 

6:15—Omar Bln Abdel Aziz 
. (Arabic series) 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Morphy Brown 
8:00—The Changing world of 
Islam (Religious program) 

. 8 JO— The Pretender (Drama) 
9:15—ABC of Democracy 
IfcOO—News At Ten 
10:30— Film: 

12:00—New series 

SUNDAY 

34)0—Holy Koran & Safaeeh 
Bukhari 

. 3:10—link Panther (cartoon) 
3:30—Life Off 
4:00—Documentary 
4:45—Maghreb call to prayer 
5415—French Programs 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—The Brittas Empire 
8:00—Journey in the Muslim 
World (Documentary) 

8J0—Walker/ Texas ranger 
(Police Drama) 

94)5—Fanning & Ecology 
9J0—Behind foe Scene 
104)0—News in En^ish # 

10J0—Mini-series ' - 
11:50—Doogie Howser 

MONDAY . 

-34)0—Holy Koran & Sabeeh i 

Bukhari 

3:10—Batman 



Omar Bin Abdel Aziz, Daily at 6:15 pm. 


3 JO—David Cooperfield 
( Chil dren Drama) 

4:00—French Program 
4:45—Maghreb call 
to prayer 

5:10—French Program 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aza 
74)0—News In French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7 JO—News Headlines . 

7J5—Parenthood (Comedy) 
8:00—Islamic arts and 
Antiquities (Documentary) 
8J0-Big Sky; 

9J0—Encounter 
104)0—News at Ten 
10JO-F.X- -The Illusion 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 
1 Distort 
• 5 Gussy up 
tO Gosepara 


14 Part of USA: 

ftitr 

15 *_ofthe 

.fc mntp - 

16 Theater 
award 

17 Pear* 

18 Oty in Maine 

19 Trfberispoup 

20 Startofa 
VW Rogers 
quote 

23 Alejr 

24 Gmptoyrnent 
adata. 

25 Moreof20A 

32 knagss 

33 ASSiSt 

34 Printer^ 
measures 

36 Twitches 


37 Ripening fac¬ 
tors 

36 War god 

39 Sign 

40 Ttoetan 


41 Mate 

amends 

42 Moreof 20A 

46 _ Khan 

47 Sea creature 
48. End of quote 

56 JosipBraz 

57 "Al I knowte 
just what _fn 
the papers 
(Wit Rogers) 

58 Author 
Ephron 

59 Out of range 

60 Usher's 
domain 

61 Walcad on 

62 Cossets 

63 Famous 

64 Fbfcerstate 


DOWN 

1 Dry gUch 

2 Surrounded 

W 

3 Mate over 

4 you and [ 

5 Expadfious 

6 _avis 

7 Startofa 

- seff-HeJp tWe 

8 Gnu feature 
• 9 Harmed 

undertakings 

10 _veto 

11 Competent 

12 Wets 

13 Decimal 
base ' 

21 Tum^ part¬ 
ner 

22 

25 Cake topping 

26 Montey 

27 Cart 

28 Nautical 
wood 


29 Succinct 

30 Plumedbird 

31 Revise 

32 lord, is _r 


35 Comp.pt 

37 Pastoral 

38 Maiden of 
myth 

41 Egyptian 
1 crown ’. . - 

43 Gaseous 
substances 

44 Self-esteem 

45 Lacked 
48 Rampant 
48 Coupd*. 

50 Smai group 

51 Trial 

52 Campeito 

53 R. humor 

54 Move essay 

55 Marquis de_ 

56 spigot 
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"Momnos 


TUESDAY 

3:06—Holy Koran & Sabeeh 
Bukhari 

3:10—La FamOle Ghd; 

3 JO—Bananas in Pyjamas . 
4:00—Life Choices (Doc.) 
4:45—Maghreb call to 
prayer 

5:10—French Program 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News In French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 
7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Step by Step 

8:00—Journey in the Muslim 
World 

8 JO—New Drama series 


9:15—You and Your Car 

9 JO—Uncut-with movies 
10:00—News At Ten 

10 JO—Lonesome Dove 
11:15— Film: 

WEDNESDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran & Sabeeh 
Bukhari 

3:10—Red Beard 

3 JO—Halfway Across The 
G ataxy & Turn Left 
4:10—French Program 

4 JO—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:15—French programs 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Ari 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—( 2 Point 4 Children) 
8:00—The Changing World 
of Islam 
8J0—N.YJPJ) 

9 JO—Great Moments Of 
Science & Technology 
9:40—Faces & Places 
10:00—News at Ten 
10J0—The Cover Story 
11:15—The Album Show 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran & Saheeh 
Bukhari 

3:10—Superman (cartoon) 

3 JO—Space Precinct (Sci-fi) 

4 JO—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:10—Sparks (Comedy) 

6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Words of Wisdom 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Family Matters 
(comedy) 

8:00—Journey in the Muslim 
World 

8J0—DrQninn-The 
Medicine Woman (Drama) 
9:15—Oprah Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at Ten 


10:30— Film: 

12:00—Dudley (Comedy) 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran Sc Sabeeh 
Bukhari 

3:10—Animated Classics 
4:00—Treasure Hunt 
4 JO—Maghreb call to prayer 
5:25—The Simpsons 
6:15—Omar Bin Abdel Aziz 
7:00—News m French 
7:15—-Words of Wisdom 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Fresh Prince Of Bel Air 
8:00—Islamic Arts and 
Antiquities 
8J0—Babylon 5 
9:15—The BBC documentary 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—The X Files (Drama) 
11:15—’The Halifax 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN AIS 
SAMEDi 

17:00—Faul pas river 
1JHX)—Le journal 

D( MAN CHE 
17:00—Le Grand Secret 
19:00—Le Journal 
LUNDI 

17:00—ThalassS 
lifcOO—Le Journal 
MARDI 

17:00—Les Yeuz D’Hetene 
19:00—Le Journal 
MERCREDI 
16:00—Fran cais 
17:00—Des trains.. 

19:00—Le Journal 
JEUDi 

15 JO—H’Juckie Berry Fin 
19:00—Le journal 

VENDRED! 

19:00—Le Journal 


By 

Hunter 


Stephen 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


IS “Prince of Egypt" 
a good movie or the 
most expensive Sun¬ 
day school filmstrip 
ever made? Really, so 
much of it begins 
with Moses: the con¬ 
cept of freedom, the 
sense of the worth of 
the individual, the 
idea of God as an 
abstract ideal of 
morality instead of a batch of 
dog-faced bullies, command¬ 
ments 1 through 10. even that 
inconvenient one about the 
neighbor’s wife, and the cool¬ 
ness of beards. Oh. and also: 
Judaism and Christianity, 
democracy and baseball, to say 
nothing of Shakespeare. Bogart 
and Faulkner. 

The new animated feature 
from Dream Works SKG gets 
that. If nothing else it's a won¬ 
derful essay on the meaning of 
freedom and the courage it 
takes to wrestle it from des¬ 
pots. In that sense, it feels more 
political and cultural than relig¬ 
ious. You don't see faith sys¬ 
tems in opposition so much as 
idea systems. 

Primarily concerned with the 
first part of the Book of Exo¬ 
dus—you know, the part with 
all the special effects—it leaves 
out that dreary 40 years in the 
wilderness and, being aimed at 
families, equally omits the 
shimmy-shim-sham danced 
about the feet of the Golden 
Calf. We begin by watching 
Baby Moses basket-surf the 
Nile, to be rescued by an Egyp¬ 
tian princess. He is raised to 
privilege in the court as brother 



- -This Week’s - 

HOROSCOPES 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun is in Sagittar¬ 
ius and so are Pluto and Mercury. 
Pluto represents surprises, and Mer¬ 
cury represents communications. This 
ought to be interesting. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Your 
mood should be good, but your ener¬ 
gy level is really intense. The moon in 
Scorpio empowers you, but in a rather 
irritating way. 

Tknrns (April 20-May 20). Looks 
like you could have some pretty inter¬ 
esting conversations with your mate. 
These are good days for making deci¬ 
sions. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Looks 
like you want to play with a very 
interesting person, someone who is 
not only attractive, but also intelligent 
But there's work to be. done. 

Cancer (June 22-Jufy 22). Save as 
much time as you can for love. You'll 
be in (he mood for it, and so will the 
person you'd most like to spend time 
with. 

Leo (Jiily 23-Aug. 22). Stick close 
to home. Looks like you'll have plen¬ 
ty to keep you busy there. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your 
house is the carter of activity, which 
can get kind of frazzling. Might as 
well admit it, you wouldn't have it 
any other way. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). These 
days are about money, finding it, get¬ 
ting rid of it, sorting it, putting it into 
rows, figuring out your budget, paying 
your bills, balancing your checkbook, 
all that kind of thin g. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). These 
are excellent days for figuring out 
money, where you’re going to' get it 
and bow you’re going to spend it. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You 
know what needs to be done, so don’t 
put it off any longer. Here's the good 
news. Once you get this done, you’re 
going to be really, really pleased with 
youiselt 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Home and family are important, but 
something even bigger is going on. 
Looks like you're bonding with your 
whole community again. 

. Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Watch 
your P's and Q’s. Ybu might as well. 
Looks like somebody else sure is, and 
that person has possibly got a promo¬ 
tion in mind. 

; Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Some¬ 
thing you learn could benefit your 
career. The trouble is, it doesn't look 
like hai first. 

IT You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: This year is about completion. 
You heed to finish up everything 
you’ve ever started and left half done. 
S9S.TUbao Med* antes 


Hear the Clue 

By Omar Sharif and Tan nab Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ AK73 
<?KQ 

0 J 102 
4.KQ104 

WEST EAST 

A J 9 5 2 ♦ \bid 

<5643 t? A J 10 9 8 2 
0K7 0 Q843 

* J 9 5 3 * A 8 2 

SOUTH 

♦ Q 10 8 64 
<?75 
OA965 
*76 

Hie bidding: 

North East South West 

1+ 1<? 1* Pass 

36 Pass 44 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of t? 

Bridge is not played in a vacuum. 
Consider just the trump suit in the 
North-South hands. If you are given 
no additional information and asked 
the correct way to tackle the suit, you 
would cash a nigh honor in the North 
hand so that, should West fail to fol¬ 
low, you would be able to take a 
finesse far East's jack. Yet the greatest 


woman player of all time, Helen 
Sobei, ignored the normal line to land 
her contract. 

South had as little as the law allows 
to accept North's game invitation. 
However, do one ever accused Helen 
of bolding back in the auction, and the 
final contract of four spades allowed 
her to demonstrate her flak 

East won the opening heart lead 
with the ace and returned the suit to 
dummy's king. With East known to 
hold heart length, declarer decided 
that West, rather than East, rated to 
have length in spades, so at trick two 
declarer led a low spade from 
dummy 1 . East’s heart discard justified 
South’s reasoning. Declarer won with 
the queen and continued with a low 
spade, forcing West to insert the nine. 

Declarer won in dummy and ran 
the jack of diamonds to Wfest’s king. 
In an effort to weaken declarer’s 
crump bolding. West continued a third 
heart, ruffed with the eight in the 
closed hand as a club was discarded 
from the table. A club to the king was 
allowed to bold, and die club return 
was taken by West’s nine. West could 
do no better than persevere with 
clubs. Declarer ruffed with the ten, 
finessed foe seven of trumps, cashed 
the ace and repeated the diamond 
finesse for 10 tricks — four trumps, 
two raffs, two diamonds and one each 
in hearts ami chibs. Bravo! 


Jumble 


Unscramble them four words, one tet¬ 
ter U> each square, to form four or*-1 
nsry words. 


He'S rawer mate tfw 
, tastibn magazines 


AKDEB 


ADURF 


ENBODY 


CUDISS 


Answer here: THE! 


impossible for a 

SLOPPY CRYPTO¬ 
GRAPHER TO CRACK. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer; as nggetted 
by the above cartoon. 


Words of 
Wisdom 


You usually get from peo¬ 
ple exactly what you expect 
of them. 

• m m 

It doesn’t matter what any¬ 
one else thinks of foe job 
you’re doing, as long as 
you're doing it to the best of 
your ability. 

• • • 

In times of crisis, he who 
hesitates may avoid a worse 
predicament. 

Know where you are 
going, and everyone else will 
get out of your way. 


3000 SS3XG3HX Half of our lives are spent 

— jpeo oj zaqdexStndAn /Cddop e joj aiqtssodon uomsov in learning prejudices that we 

spend the other half unleara- 

snosia aNOAaa anvad aasva--»iqnnif, ■ fog. 

~ 1 6B98.TBrteM«fii &M 


to foe Pharaoh to be. Upon dis¬ 
covering his true Hebrew iden¬ 
tity. he suffers a crisis, flees 
and returns with the best slogan 
ever written: Let My People 
Go. When Pharaoh won't lis¬ 
ten. God sends bugs and frogs. 
The people are ultimately let 
go. but then Pharaoh goes after 
Diem. 

There’s no revisionist carp¬ 
ing about Red/Reed Sea trans¬ 
lation confusion: This is the big 
wet one. baby, and Moses parts 
it neatly as Elvis parted his First 
hairdo for Ed Sullivan. When 
Pharaoh and his boys lumber in 
their chariots across the same 
passage, only Charlie Tuna is 
around to listen to their 
complaints. 

The movie's proudest 
accomplishment is that it 
revises our version of Moses 
toward something more imme¬ 
diate and believable, more 
humanly knowable. This is not 
the time and the place to 
bedevil Charlton Heston, who 
after all can't really help being 
Charlton Heston. But his 
famous 1956 movie Moses was 
a reflection of a time that 
invested most of its authority 
in the severe white male, an 
unbending paragon of morality, 
strength and wisdom. Watch 
the news for seven or possibly 
as long as 11 seconds and see 
how far that one has fallen! 

But this Moses, voiced by 
the less than imperial Val 
Kilmer, is less iconography and 
more human. This Moses 
doesn't seem to be posing for 
Mount Rushraore and you 
could never ski down his 
cheekbones. Wiry and Semitic, 
he's a man beset with doubts, 
who feels himself completely 
unworthy. When he discovers 
his secret heritage, he reacts 
more like Woody Allen than a 
National Rifle Association 
president: He gets mopey, 
depressed and self-loathing. He 
wants to be hugged. 

Without going too far into 
this matter, it seems clear that 
this Moses reflects the person¬ 
ality of his creator, Dream¬ 
Works co-founder Jeffrey 

Katzenberg. Possibly he rep¬ 
resents a little of Katzenberg's 
more famous partner, Steven 
Spielberg, as well. Houston's 
Big Mo was a vision of the 
annoyingly Cesarean Cecil B. 
De Mille, a bald tyrant who 
stomped around movie sets in 
jodhpurs and cavalry boots. He 
believed in foe principle of 
absolute authority—his own— 
and he directed with the sub¬ 
tlety of a man carving an angel 


out of a lump of coal 
with a chisel. 

The second virtue 
to "Prince of Egypt" 
is a superb perfor¬ 
mance. It’s amazing 
how a great actor can 
dominate a project 
without even showing 
J* his face. 1 refer not to 
Kilmer, who is appro¬ 
priately unassertive in 
the role, nor to the 
absurd Valley Girl 
stylings of Michelle 
Pfeiffer as Tzipporah. Moses’ 
wife. 

No. the reigning vocal gen¬ 
ius of “Prince of Egypt" is 
Ralph Fiennes as Raineses, the 
non-blood brother of Moses' 
upbringing, inheritor of the 
throne. It is to the production's 
credit dial he's given a 
motive—his fear of being the 
■“weak link" in pharaonic suc¬ 
cession. of failing the empire 
of his fathers and his sons. But 
this Pharaoh, like the Moses of 
his opposition, is a man, not a 
symbol, and in Fiennes' read¬ 
ing we hear the tragedy of a 
king bom out of time, shackled 
to a set of beliefs that are crum¬ 
bling daily, still in tragic love 
with a brother who has out¬ 
grown him. 

In the fight of his life, he's 
overmatched and he doesn't 
even know it: He's not going 
against Moses, he's up against 
the Big Guy Himself. 

How do you fight plagues? 
How do you fight frogs in foe 
billions? And that, of course, 
gels to the third triumph of this 
surprisingly short, intense film. 
It really rides the possibilities 
of animation out to the limits. 
The design seems drown from 
some of Gustave Dora’s scarier 
prints, and the sense of both 
the monumental and the inspi¬ 
rational is well evoked. When 
God sends flames to light up 
the Egyptian night they glow 
with the incandescence of Hell 
on Earth. When the Red Sea 
parts, it ascends to Heaven, a 
great backlit wall of undulat¬ 
ing. light-diffusing water. 

Likewise, the Egyptian 
architecture has been cleverly 
created to cany a message. Its 
geometric mass and density 
almost beyond human measure 
aptly invoke a world with 
many followers and but one 
leader, who in his own mind 
thought he was beyond human 
and nearly a god himself. 

It's foe architecture of 
human delusion, grandly evil in 
its assumption of the ruler's 
right to command foe totality 
of social obedience. 

Raise a man in monstrous 
buildings, and he becomes a 
monster. So it is with Pharaoh. 
By contrast. Moses, shorn of 
the grandeur of architecture 
that assails Heaven, glimpses 
man on the horizon and some¬ 
thing above. He becomes more 
human: humbled, doubting, 
pathetic and. given his persis¬ 
tence in foe face of those 
doubts, truly heroic. That's 
what “The Prince of Egypt" 
finally is: a hero's biography.! 
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Les tours geantes d ’Ammon par Vtironique A bu-Nijmeh 


d'apris la tradition bibtique , les auraient vmncuspour s 'itabtirA leva-place. Au regard de$ textes ougaritiques, cespenomu ^es 
doivent plutdt Hre interpretis comma des kfros on des ancetres deifies par des croyances locales. Toutefois, cede legende a est pa* 
sansfondements. A turnout, les puissantes construction aux blocs massifs que la tradition leur attribue. Xls'agjt cntie au ^. deS , 
lours ammonites, fortins de garde disperses sur tout le territoire d'Ammon dontl’Sge remonte ala royutite ammonite de l Age au 
fer. Certmnes de ces tours sont rondes, comma cellesrque Von peut voir & proximiti du Ministtre des antiquities (.Jebel Amman, 
troisibme ccrcle). D'autres, quant A eties, sont carries. Ce systhne de tours etiat destini a me&triser les votes d'accks au roymme. 

Ainsi, la visibility d’une tour a I’autre format! une longue chtane de surveillance, notammentsur le haul bord de la valise du 
Jourdain, de jagon A protiger le territoire d’une iventueUe menace venant de Vouest, une ceinture entourant la capiutie de pre& 

Instances sur les crites surplombant les wadi, eUes servaient egalement A protiger les installations agricotin contre les "raxias . 

On a en effet trouvi A mantes reprises trouvi des citemes A prtadmtie des fondations de ces tours. . , 

Uur technique est rudimentaire, mais tris rishumte. Les murs. doubles, sont en pierre seche et les blocs rectangulaires disposes ae_ ^ 
fafon 'a constituer Vipaisseur du mur par leur longueur, n 'affront que leur petit cdti a la face exterieure. (technique de boutisse). uecej 
~ " ' - - — ™ _ * te made d’acces et la couvenus*. 



sont fires ep«u. 


. . n • j n / jafon a con&uutKT t epeusseur au mur par uur tongueur. n'ojpvnt que leur pern cote a tajace exterteure. {tecnruquc ue * 

SuDDlement en irancais au Mar Cependant, en Vabsence defoudles systimatiques, on ignore encore de quoi iurientfaits Vaminagement UUirieur; le mode d’acces < 


: i 
< 


i i 
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E c l a b 0 u ss u r es 

La diplomatic 
du fox-terrier 

Dans le cadre du Festi¬ 
val du cinema europeen. je 
n*ai pu me resoudre a as- 
steter a la projection de la 
selection britannique. Les 
frappes contre ITrak, eota- 
mees la veille. incitent en 
effet it se demander ce 
qu'est I'Europe et surtout 
si le Royaume-Um en a ja¬ 
mais fait partie. Aiors que 
la France, entre autres. de¬ 
plore I'engrenage ay ant 
conduit aux bora bar de¬ 
ments. son suppose parte- 
naire revendique baut et 
fort, on le saiL sa partici¬ 
pation aux operations - 
pour ne pas dire son statut 
de rouage. On a pu ainsi 
entendre le Secretaire a la 
defease saluer le courage 
de ses soldo Ls : est-il pour- 
tant aujourd'hui plus au- 
dacieux de survoler ITrak 
o bord d*un Tornado que 
d'emprunter certaines 
lignes comraerciales 7 Une 
fois de plus. Londres a 
choisi son camp : la belli' 
queuse Pax Americana 
plutdt que I'Europe ou la 
iegitimite onusienne. 
court-circuitee. A croire 
que le fox-terrier sans 
cessc ecoute la volx de son 
maitre. Albion ne parvien- 
dra-t-elle done jamais a 
couper !e cordon avec son 
Ills prodige et prodigue 
t~en Tomahawks U. 

Quoiqu’il en soil, cette 
version londonienne de la 
servitude volontaire sem- 
hlc gammer les espotrs 
d'une diplomatie auto¬ 
name et equilibree. can- 
forme aux positions euro- 
peennes. qu'avait fait 
mitre il y a quelques mois 
la venue de Robin Cook 
dans la region. En reponse 
a Mme Albright qui s'esl 
sentic obligee d’incriminer 
Ses pays ayant erais des re¬ 
scues. on ne veil toujours 
pas a quoi -ervent ces 
frappes. Premiere certi¬ 
tude. celles-ci condamnent 
dans rimmediat la neces- 
saire poursuite des inspec¬ 
tions de 1‘UNSCOM. SI ces 
elles peuvent retarder one 
autre destitution, les oper¬ 
ations. de I'aveu meme de 
leurs auteurs, ne devraient 
pas permettre de renver- 
ser le dictateur irakien ni 
favoriscr les chances d'une 
opposition desunie. sans 
credit ni assise. Ne pour- 
ront que s'en trouver ac- 
crus I'instabilite des Etats 
arabes voisins censes etre 
proteges et les soulTrances 
d'une papulation prise en¬ 
tre le marteau americain 
et l'endume Saddam. Pour 
un pays exsangue. la per¬ 
spective d'une levee des 
sanctions s'eloigne un peu 
plus. 

Mate ces considerations 
n'ont pas fair de troubler 
outre mesure la patrie de 
VHabeas Corpus, ancienne 
puissance tutelaire de 
i'lrak. En attendant, les 
fox-lerriers ahoient. les 
bombardiers passent et les 
civils LrepassenL ■ 

G. \V. 


Nakba 


Vous voulez 
ecrire en 
fran^ais ? 
Aiors n^hesitez 
pas a collaborer 
a la redaction 
du Jourdain. 

| Que vous soyez 
passionne 
de politique, 
j d’economie, de 
so-ciete, vos 
articles nous 
1 interessent! 

Stephane 
Foucart 
5664153 


Des historiens israeliens revisitent FHistoire officielle 

VHis wire officielle d'Israel ne reconnait toujours pas les torts causes aux Palestiniens en 1948 , lors de la creation de 
VEtat hebreu. Le fait que les expulsions de pres d 9 un million d'individus aient ete planifiees et orchestrees est toujours 
nie. Depuis le milieu des annees 80, des “nouveaux historiens ” israeliens ont le courage de remettre en cause les theses 
officielles qui font toujours etat d’un depart massif et volontaire des populations. Un “desastre” revisite. 


«N0US voulons voir le iiom 
d'Israel inscril sur vos cartes / 
Notts vouions que la legilimae 
de VEtat d'Israel salt reconnue 
dans les livrcs d’ecoles! <* En 
formulam cette requeue, il y a 


Source: Le Monde 


deux seraaines, aox responsa- 
bles de l'Autorit^ paiesri- 
nienne. le Premier ministre is- 
ra^licn Benyaoun Netanyahou 
savait P importance de faire eo- 
trer dans “rhistoire officielle" 



Mouvements 
de population arabe 


Territwres d'ous’enfuit- . ; 
!a population arabe/ 


Vlllesapppulation. j: T- ’7 
nfijon^K^nentarabe.'-y f* 



d’un peupte, des faits, des 
fvdnernems qui peuvent seryir 
une cause precise. Au contraire 
de ce qu'ti demandait, il y a 
peu, aux responsables de 
I'Autoritd palestinienne, 

1’historiographic traditionnelle - 
pour ne pas dire ofdcielie - de 
I'Etat hebreu. ne re¬ 
connait toujours pas 
les torts causes au peu- 
ple palestinien lors de 
la citiaiion cT Israel en 
1948. 11 est ainsi fre¬ 
quent que nombre 
d'Israeliens soiem per¬ 
suades que I'exode pa¬ 
lestinienne des terri- 
toires qui forment 
aujourd'hui I'Etat b£- 
breu, n’ait conceme 
“que” 300 000 a 500 
000 individus. tous 
partis de leur plein gr£, 
sans qu'aucune pres- 
sion ne les y ait contra- 
in ts. Les chiffres des 
Nations unies donnent, 
quant k eux. entre 700 
000 et un million de 
r€fugi& pour la seule 
anno: 1948. 

Depuis la fin des an- 
n£es 80, des historiens 
israfliens se presemant 
comme “nouveaux his- 
loriens" menent cepen¬ 
dant des travaux de re¬ 
cherche. grace h des 
archives d&sonnais ou- 
vertes. tendant a £bran- 
ler sdrieusement les 
convictions de leur 
collftgues “orthodox- 
es”, tenants d'une his¬ 
tone deja ^crite par les 
vainqueors. Simha Fla- 


Le Proche Orient sur la Toile 

Intelligence avec le web 


Les services secrets 

de tous pays ont. comme leur 
nom I'indique. vocation a 
rester discrets sur leurs activ- 
ites. Mois discret ne veut pas 
dire invisible. Le Departe- 
ment general de I'intelligence 
jordanien (General Intelli¬ 
gence Department - GfDi. 
plus couramment definit par 
le terme g^nfrique “Mukhab- 
anu". possfede done lui aussi. 
comme nombre 

d'administrations moins 
“sensibles”. un site internet 
(blip:// www. gi d. go v.jo t. 

Mais les informations qui 
y sont devoilSes. on s'en 
douce, n'ont rien de particu- 
lierement affolanL A 
('inverse de certains sites du 
nieme type, la mise 
d - informations reste 
frileuse. 
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The Jordanian General 
Intelligence Department 

4ju4j¥i cLvlslICil^jlavlIS^jla 




ligne 
panic uli&rement 


Le site contient entre autre un petit 
-mot de hienvenue » du directeur Samih 
Bader El-Deen Buttikhi. nomme par un 
»decret royal*, duns lequel ce dernier 
definit son dtfpanement comme 
.progressive, souple. dynamujue el 
virement conscfcni de ses reponsabilites 
el devoirs*. "Nous avons ajnpie une 
nou\'eIle politique d'ouverrure. mais 
naturellemeni. previem le directeur du 
GID. en raison de la nature de notre 
travail, il exisle des restrictions sur les 
informations que nous menons en 
ligne*. Done, pas de grandes decep¬ 
tions, I'imemaute est prevenu. 

Cependant une mbrique “terrorisme" 
attire i'oeil. Mais la encore, pas de quoi 
etre poursuivi pour retention 
d'informaiions classces. Le GID se re- 
jouit simplemem dans cede rubrique 
••d'avoir particip^ il de nombreuses op¬ 
erations de demantelement d'operations 
termristes-. sans preciser toutefois 
claircment lesquelles. ou. qui, etc. 

En realitd, le GID insiste bien plus sur 
I'aspect huntanLste de sa mission, rappe- 
lant au visiteur, dans une rubrique “de¬ 
voirs & responsabilitfe**. que son travail 
consiste aussi a «colIectt:r et analyser les 
informations qui pourraient aider le gou- 
vememenl It prendre certaines decisions 
poliu'ques >•. De meme. insiste le GID. 
la mission des “mukhabarat” consiste 


dgalement & 1 utter contre «la corruption. 
le trafic d’armes et de drogues *. 

Toujours dans la veine humaniste le 
GID rappelle dans une rubrique “doc 
trine" que ses valeurs sont articuldes au 
tour *du respect des droits de Vhomme. 
de la dimocraiie. du pluralisme poll 
rique*. Et, il faut l'avouer. les responsa' 
bles du site jouent le jeu avec lair-play 
Au sein du site, on peut trouver un be 
stioire exhausif des vingt partis poli 
tiques jordaniens officiete. des mouve¬ 
ments nationalises pan arabes aax 
communistes. en passant par les deux 
forraaiimis islamistes. 

De meme. le site met en ligne un bref 
historique du Parlement jordanien, ainsi 
que des extraits de discours du roi Huss¬ 
ein. appelant tous a la deniocratie, h la 
paix, a la moderation. 

Aiors quel peut done etre rintGrct 
d'une agence de renseignement h met- 
tnsen ligne ces quelques bribers 
d'informations ? Mysore. Mais 
J'internaute peut tout de meme en tirer la 
conclusion que, outre le fait qu’aucune 
information d'importance n'est divul- 
gude. les U mukhabarat' - jordaniens ont 
ddsormais une presence sur 1’Internet et 
que par consequent certains de ses cadres 
sont formas a la ''cyber-guerre" de 
I’information dont on parle lant omre At- 
lantique. Une fapon de montrer que I'on 
est a la page, en somme...l 


Le Jourdain 


pan, Tom Segev, Dan Pappd et 
Benny Morris se posent d£sor- 
mais en fauteurs de trouble de 
l'bistoire traditionnelle juive. 

Mais les quenelles de chif¬ 
fres (500 000 ? 700 000 ? un 
million ?) ne constituent 
qu’une part du r&abtisseraent 
de la vAitd. Le probl&me ma- 
jeur est en effet ae savoir si les 
departs en masse de 1948 oat 
£t£ clairemeat planifids et or¬ 
chestra par les autorites israf- 
liennes ou s'Us ont fite, au con¬ 
traire, preconisfo ou m£me 
organises par des dirigeams 
arabes qui. sfirs d'une victoire 
rapide, auraient promis aux 
populations concerades un re¬ 
tour rapide au pays. Dans son 
ouvrage The birth of the pales - 
tinian refugee problem, Benny 
Morris s'attache k re lever, sur 
pr&s de 370 localites arabes, les 
raisons du depart. Ses conclu¬ 
sions sont ddifiantes. Selon 
r his tone n isntelien, dans 12S 
de ces localites, les habitants 
out fui en masse en raison des 
assauts de troupes juives, et 
dans plus de quarante de ces 
cas, les expulsions 
cat 6te faites 
mam mititart 
Dans pres de 100 
autres villes ou vil¬ 
lages. les ctepans 
ont dte provoquds 
par les bruits de 
massacres perpdt- 


. Nakba 

Les oranges de Haifa 

Leila Khaled, membre du Front de 
liberation de la Palestine : 

«Avant de quitter la maison familiaJe, je m 'empare de la 
boiie de lait en poudre de ma soeur, Agee d’A peine un mais. 

Je pleure, tout le mdnde pleure dans la venture, qui nous 
emmbie vers le Uban . Nous partons sans run emporter A port 
quelques affaires pour ma petite soeur. des couches pour b4bi 
probablement. Paitout, des gens affolds qidnem leur maison. 

Une fois arrivds a Tyr. dans la famtile de ma mire, j'aperqois dims le jardin un oranger. Je 
m'approche pour cueiUir un fruit. Soudain. ma mere me rfprimande et mefrappe sur la main : 
“Ces orangers ne nous appattiennent pas, me dit-elle en coIAre, tu marrgeras des oranges quand 
nous remrerons chez nous & Htefa. V -Depuis ce jour-lA, je diiesie les oranges, qui me rappel- 
lent trap ces moments d'exti.»M 

Propos recueillis 
par Josephine Lama ct Christian Cbesuot 



«Des atrocites, 
beaucoup plus 
repandues que les 
vieiUes hisloires 
ne le disaient, ont 
aussi contribui de 


Palestiniens a la juste augmen¬ 
ts au fur et a mesure de la 
guerre. Des atrocibls juives. 
poursuit-iL beaucoup .plus ri- 
pandues que les vieiUes his- 
toires ne le disaient 
f if y a eu des mas¬ 
sacres d‘Arabes A 
Ad-Dawayima, Ei- 
laboun, Jish, Saf- 
sqf. Madj Al- 
Kurum. Saliha et 
Sosa, en plus de 
Deir Yassin. Lydda 


nSs dans la region maniere Signified- et d'autres lietal 


live a I’exode* 


(lire le tecit de 
Umm Ahmad en 
page de droite), _ . 

comme ceiui de Benny Moms 
Deir Yassin par 
exemple, ou plus de 250 Pales¬ 
tiniens ont dte abaitus. Comme 
I’ecrit Benny Morris, dans la 
pnfface h 1948 and after, «la 
tendance des commandants 
militaires locaux a pousser les 


ont aussi comribud 
de maniere signifi¬ 
cative a I’exode». 
Dans six cas seule¬ 
nient, la fiiite a dte 
recommandde par des autorites 
arabes. 

Aiors, aucune injonction 
arabe incitant la population h la 
fiiite ? Toujours selon Benny 
Morris, il n’existe aucune trace 


d'une dventnelle volonte arabe, 
ni parmi les Etats.m paimi le 
Haul comite arabe palestinien, 
de voir les populations quitter 
leur Terre. Selon iuvde nom- 
breux fuyards etaient au contra- 
ire punis de leur acre. Pas la 
moindre trace dcrite d 1 aucune 
publication en ce sens, meme 
s’ti est parfois arriv6 que pour 
des raisons scrategiques, des vil¬ 
lages soient dvacuds par les 
Arabes. Benny Morris estime 
ces cas comme reptesentant 5% 
des d^nrts. D'aiUeurs les ap- 
pels radiodiffiisfe qui auraient 
6t£ lancds en ce sens sont peu 
probables puisque la BBC qui 
enregistraii tous les pro¬ 
grammes . n'en retnnrve .pas 
trace. 

Mate ces “nouveaux histori¬ 
ens", et en particulier Benny 
Morris, vont plus lorn. Ce derni¬ 
er rappone dans I’un de ses 
ouvrages (1948 and after), des 


Une famtile de refugiis palestiniens : le risukat des demolitions d’habitations partiquies 
par les autorii&spalestiniennes. Le mime but qu’tiya cinquante cats 



passages du journal de Yosef 
Wertz, directeur du ddparte- 
me&t fancier du Foods national 
juif: «Il doit etre clair qu’iln’y 
a pas de place pour deux peu - 
pies dans ce pays (...) et la 
seule solution, e’est la Terre 
d Israel, ou au moms la partie 
occidemale de la Terre 
d’Israel, sans Arabes. Il n’y a 
pas de compromis possible sur 
ce point ! (...) Il n‘y a pas 
d'autre moyen que de transfer¬ 
er les Arabes d’ici vers les pays 
voisins. (...) Pas un village ne 
doit rester, pas une iribu bd- 
doumc». Et Benny Morris de 
s'attaider sur le cas de Yosef 
Weitz, qui obtiendra eu avrii 
, la constitution et la direc- 

tiod dti'Comite du transferu or- 
ganisme supervisant officielie- 
meut les expulsions puis les 
destructions de villages ou leur 
repeopJcment par des families 
juives. 

Au dessus de Yosef Weitz. et 
sacvaHte par nustoriographie 
' traditionneQe juive, Ben Gouri- 
oo est aussi dans la mire de 
Benny Morris. Mais, comme le 
note ce dernier, «Ben Gourion 
s'est , toujours abstenu 
d’emenre des ordres 
d’expulsions clairs et precis; il 
priferait que ses giniraux 
u comprennent " ce qu’il sou- 
hatiati les voir faire. 11 enten- 
dail itre rabaissd dans 
VHisw ire au rang de " grand 
expulseur D reste qu’h cette 
Spoque e’est amour de sa per¬ 
sonae que se concentre tout le 
pouyoir isntelien et que rien 
a’arrive qu’fl n’ait au prdalable, 
d’une fa^on ou d’une autre, 
ddcitte. ■ 

Le Jourdain 

AJipe : Dominique Vidal, Le 
pechd original d’IsraSL 
L’expuJsion des Palestiniens 
revisit£e par les nouveaux his¬ 
toriens isradliens. Editions de 
1’AteBer, 1998. 

Josephine Lama & Christian 
Cbesuot, Palestmiens 1948- 
1998\ Editions Autremcait, 

1998. 


Nakba 

« L’annee de la debacle » 

Georges Habache, secretaire general du Front 
populaire de liberation de la Palestine : 

«Avant 1948,1’annde de la debacle, j'etudie la mddecine A I’Universitd 
americaine de Beyrouth, oA mes rcsultats universiaures sont brilliants. Je 
suis un jeune homme heureux. j ’aims danser el chanter. Je me prdpare une 
belle carridre. Mon professeur de biochimic souhaite d’ailleurs que je me 
consacre a la recherche. Puis surviennent 1948 ct la division de notre pays. 

Pour mot, rinimaginaWtf s’est prodrnt. La premiere idde qui me traverse 
l'esprit est de retoumer en Palestine. Mais pour faire quoi? Je n’ai aucune 
formation militaire. 

«L'universad abrege les cours du dernier trimestre ei supprime ceux du dernier mois. Je pars pour Lydda. ah »> ^ ,. 

jordamenne assure la protection de la yiUe etje m attends a ce qu'elle soil engagde dans des combats pour h dSf^rTir 
hombarde merits menses nous for cent a evacuer Lydda. Cette sortie fait partie intigrante du plan siowste iTt 'fr*' Mais des 
me que la population de Lydda £tah partie de son plein gr(. C m complkemeru faux. A I'UniversitS amJrirniZA*!* 0m 
nous enseignau les valeurs humanistes. Je ddcouvre brutalement que ce ne soru que des paroles vai»*c ev JrZ. 06 .Tf^tah. on 
respect sincere pour mes professeurs. " ^ P^urtantj Sprouve un 

«Mais comment decrire l'horieur de I'exode de Lydda ? Existions nous ou non ? £tions nous en enter 9 Tou. 
la route... Ces moments vont me marquer pour le restant de mes jours. Avant cela. ie n’avaix °x^ Ces ^ ens worts sur 

tvdnements de Lydda me 



- > w • ^ ~ I WKU I/a f urn ; fMUTlS ftOUS “ JOUf t* 

la route... Ces moments vont me marquer pour le restant de mes jours. Avant cela, je n'avais jamais uensd Ala mons sur 

propulsent d£ftnitivement dans cette vole: Ufaui libtrerla Palestine: aidis par les Arabes'Ullf ”**** ^ 



Josephine Lama 


- j — j. - , Vous avez aime ou detesfe un article ou 

Du neut ClfllllS Lc Jouvuattl tions par mel a: le-ipurdaiit@eudoramaiticonij^Be rubrique "Counter 

des Ucfeurs- d^mitdihsivqii te ji^ 
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t,^C 5 t^s mumoc.4 propreioent parler, franigais, mais uuem- 


Le mot de la semaine 





sperxne, spore, ou sporaiUque. 
ffispcfflopct est toujoais assocfci un people. Le 
£^6 : danS I’milisatio& qa’CT om faire tes hrelorfens des tes 
et secohd fiifecks gxis JC et- surtout dans celle de la preraifcre'ver- 
cwe?de uL-{Mi>(£ (la .version des Septantes) utitis£e pour /elater Ja 
- J&JSakan pa. les Rdmains (70 aprts JO, et la dispersion de la pop- 
|oca^qufcs’ebsahnt-l. 

s’eat jufltsi.>laBt{cristaflis4 s«- ce seul £v£nemeat que certains 
■„ oonenlicgHnne signification preariire ati rnctt diaspora: **di$- 




persidn du. people juif" et o'indiquent que com me extension “dispersion 
r cTun people” 

En riSISnence 4 ce nene evdnement. les Juifs de divers pays sont ddsignes 
comme “Juifs de Ja Diaspora”. Ce n’est que iticemment (1968) que le mo: 
diaspora a retrouvd son Deception gdndrale et.pcut se troiiver appliqud ii 
d’autres peoples dom J'histotre dramatique 6tail jusqu'alors passde sous si¬ 
lence. On peat ainsi parler de diaspora bemgroise. kurde. etc. Employer le 
mot diaspora pour He people patestinien ne galvande nnllemcnt le tmne. cc 
dernier connaissani an XXfeme sifecle ce qoe le peuple jnif a comm au ler. 
Reste cependam une difference : cm redevenant un nom common, diaspora 
perd sa caprtaJe el avec elle-la dimension sacralisante que l'histoire bd- 
brajque donas 4 toot £v£n e m erit la conceraani. ■ 

V. A.-N- 


Mouvements 
de population arafee 


iTerrftoires | 

ia population $4 

Une diaspora palestinienne? 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda frangais d'Amman 
Cinema 

Dans le cadre da Festival du film firan$ais: 

Riens du tout, un film de Cfidric Klopisch, 1993, couleur. sous-tilrf 
en arabe. avec Fab rice Luchini. Un nouveau PDG dynamique 
prend les r£nes d'un magasin parisien. les Grandes galeries... 
Stance au Philadelphia le samedi 19 d^cembre a 20bOO. 

RetTOUVez egalement, sous-titres en arabe. au Philadel¬ 
phia : Western de Manuel Poirier (20 d£c.-20h. non sous-litre), En 
avoir (ou pas) de Laetitin Masson (21 d«5c.-20h). L'dge des possi¬ 
bles de Pascale Ferran (22 d£c.-20hj er Nelly et M. A maud de 
Claude Sautet (23 d£c.-20h}... 


touvezvous 


ab&hri^jgm^temptta tartisie de diffusion par Internet du Joturdain. Au programme, la ckronique ammonite de notrecol 
bdeh et les critiques des fibns d Vaffiche . Pourvous inscrire, adressez tout simplement un courrier electronique d : 




-%V fa 


1fvjmirdain@eudoramail.rnm 

Vousfecevrez directement dans votre boite aux lettres les rubriques en question. 


Nakba 


Un recit de la depossession 

Kadij0t Harn^ environ sept ans lorsque tout a bascule . En quelques heures, son enfance 

s*£$i;brusquement arreteet a fait place a Verrance, Vinsecurite. C’est cette part de son existence 
\ - qu’elle confie au Jourdaia 


En 1948, KhadijahHam- 

mondah (Umm; Atvmad) a envi¬ 
ron sept ans-; eUe est la cin- 
qiri&me d'une famille do sept 
eofanis et vit S AI-Led, one 
bourgade des environs de Jawa, 
dans true maison entoorde d'un 
verger, d'une basse-cour. Mal- 
gr£ son ige au moment des 
fv^neauents, et te temps passd, 

T [mm >/jxmad "a \gaid6 des 
souvenirs clairs et vivaces 
qo’cfle fivoque sans dtats 
d'amc. *Avant la guerre,, les 
Juifs. attaquaient par comman¬ 
dos. Je ne comprencds. rien 
mais j'icoutais les ricits de 
man grandfrlrt qui s'itdit en¬ 
gage dans la resistance. Pour - 
torn, amour de moi, les gens lie 
sentblaient pas rfillement 
avoir peur ,: on sous-estimais la 
fane de TennemL Jusqu’au, 
jour ou ils om occupS des vU- . 
lages volsms. Des cousins sont 
verms se-rifugier chez nous. 
Ensuite. il\ a eu Id capitula¬ 
tion de Jawa et le massacre de 
Deir Yassin. Ce qui com-, 
metyait d rums renroriser, ce 
n'&ait. pas la guerre en elie- 
mSme, mais les bruits de nkts- 
•Ji 



r.instanJ, ils nous tuaienL Pen-, 
dant que le soldo! braquad son 
■amie sur mon pent, ma plus 
jewte soeur et moi avons choisi 
rs Juris apt ensuite at- d'emparter nos oreUlers, gage 
de- pour fes petites 

organisEe mais *its flies que nous Snorts. Nos 
grarides soeurs, elles, ora em- 
pprte de Id ndurriture, ma mere 
de Targenr et des bijoux. 


sest 

homines numqUcdent d'armies et 
beaucoup sont'marts. Le vil-. 
lage ttak sur le point de capi- 
ttder lorsque nous est parveme 
de Jerusalem la nouvclle de la 
mart d'Abddkhder AT- 
Husseini, le chef de la risis- 
tance. Nous avons alors com- 
pris que tout toumait d la ca¬ 
tastrophe.* 

•Ensuile, les Juifs sons en¬ 
tree dans Al-Led. C’itaji. un 
matin. Ils ont frappe a.notre 
parte et.som entr£s. L’trn d’eux 
a braqui son fusil sur. la poi- 
tririe de mon phre ft lid a or- 
donn£ de partir .dt Batfilia. Si 
nous ne portions - pas - A 


et 

nous nous sommes retrouvJs 
dans Id rue. Mon pere, qui au- 
rait du se charger des pap iers, 
n'en a pas eu le temps. C'est 
ainsi que nous avons tout per¬ 
du. Nous avons laiss# notre 
maison advene, . et les Juifs 
Pont imm£diatement' occu- 

jfoute la population s'toait 
rassemblie hors du village.- 
- Nous pensions encore qu 'apris 
quelques heures, nous pourri- 
ons regagher nos foyers, le 
temps que- le pillage soil ac¬ 


compli Mais Us nous ont dit de 
partir en Cisjordanie. • A ce mo¬ 
ment Id nous avons compris 
que Al-Led. c'flail fird. J’avais 
envie de dormir er je serrais 
mon oteillcr can/re moi. Les. 
gens n’avment eu pas le temps 
de rfaUser la situation ou de 
s'artrister ; ilsn’avaient qu'une 
seule idfe : pure la mart. Us 
ftaient cabnes parce que ter¬ 
rorises. A la moindre reaction, 
les Juifs tuaient de sangfroid.* 

« D’autres 
accoochafent 
sur le bord 
des cbemins » 

•Nous avons alors commen¬ 
ce & marcher. Les geris se dis- 
persaient dans tomes les direc¬ 
tions. Nous n'avons cess# de 
marcher pendant deux jours 
sans boire ni manger. C'<?tail le 


mob de Ramadan et les gens 
Staient affaiblis pas le jedne. 
Certains mourmiem en chemin. 
Des femmes abandonnaieni 
leurs enfants, trop faibles pour 


marchait pas encore. Un edit, 
qu'on mis a leur disposition 
leur sauva la vie it tous les 
deux. Mon frhre, parti en ( fclai- 
reur, re$u deux baUes dans la 
jambe qu'il ora avec un cou- 
teau. Ma plusjeune soeur, tile, 
tomba malade. Son vbage itait 
complement noir. Ma mire la 
sauva en lui dormant a boire sa 
propre urine.* •A I’aube du 
rroisibne jour, nous sommes 
arrives a Betunia.* 

Le rgeit de Umm Ahmad 
s'enchaine sur une longue pe¬ 
regrination, une manrhe & (rav¬ 
ers la Palestine, a la recherche 
d'un endroit ou s'dtablir, oil re- 
construire quel que chose. Dc 
Betunia h Naplouse. de Na- 
plouse it Gaza oil ils s'installeni 
d’abord, avec trois autres fa¬ 
milies. dans un appanement_ A 
la suite d’un bombandement. le 
nouveau foyer est d£tniit et 
touie la famille doit se refugier 
dans un camp. Us y restent qua- 
tre ans. A nouveau traques. ils 
doivent se rfisoudre it Texil et 
partem pour la Transjordanie. 
Dans le camp de Jebel Hussein, 
ils sont enfin hors de danger 
mais commence alors la vie 


d'entre eux. 

Com roe la plupart des Pales- 
tiniens de sa g£n6ration. Umm 
Ahmad ne connalt pas exacie- 
ment son age. En I'absence de 
tout document, eUe a irremedia¬ 
ble mem perdu une partie de son 


histoire et de celle de sa fa¬ 
mine. La Nakba, pour elle, est 
une cassure. Son enfance, celle 
d'avant la Nakba, se perd dans 
rirr£alit£ d'un rfeve suivi d'un 
cauchemar qui reste grav£ en 
elle. Son idenote palestinienne 
ne tiem pas it son village naial. 
mais au camp de i£fugi£s oh 
elle a grandi. * Je n ’arrive pas d 
imaginer que je suis quelqu’un 
d’Al-Led, confie-t-elle. Mon 
hbtoire commence dans un 
camp. Je sub Palestinienne 
parce qu 'avant tout, je suis ref- 
ugi£e.» Un de ses fibres est re- 
loural voir la maison familiale 
aujourd’hui occup£e par des 
Arabes isradliens. Par peur. 


Umm Ahmad n’o, elle, jamais 
tente ce {^lerinage. Seule la ra¬ 
dio la relie desormais & sa pa- 
trie et sa culture. Mais I’espotr 
du retour n'esi pas mon et 
Umm Ahmad l'enticuent 
comme un neve. «Pour mes en- 
fams. ce rtve sera une rial He*. 
affirme-t-elle. Certains de ses 
enfams habitent aujourd'hui en 
Europe mais. poursuit-elle, •du 
moment que nous ne vivons pu\ 
sur noire terre. peu importe ou 
nous vivons, et ou vivenl nos 
enfants. L'essentiel est d'avoir 
un toil, de la nourriture». Et un 
pays & quoi rever.B 

Vdronique Abu-Nijmeh 



continuer. D’autres accpuchqi ._sous les, teates.,l'^temel provi- . ^^uait 
era sur le- bord des chemins. soire. Jusque dans les annees' j U ; 


D’autres mourraient calme- 
mem en laissant leur enfants 
pleurer a cote d'elles. Ma mere 
droit epuisie et songea a oban- 
donner mon petit frere qui ne 


70, ils conserveront 1’espoir rl- 
lusoire du rctour. La famille est 
& jamais sdparce des freres et 
soeurs restds h Gaza. Umm Ah¬ 
mad ne reverra jamais certains 


Nakba 

« Un sentiment 
(Fin justice » 

Abou A1i Chaheen, Ministre de 
rapprovisionnement dans VAutorite 
palestinienne: 

eprouvais un immense sentiment d'injustice. Avec 
ma mere, mes frtres et mes soeurs. nous avons du quiner no¬ 
ire village pris de Ramalah. Nous avons atterri d Ashdod, pub a Khan Youngs, a Gayi. et enfin 
a Rafah situee a la frontier* egyptienne. Depub ce jour de 1948, j’habile toujours fu! Je ne pou- 
vab pas croire qu’il exisiait dims le monde une famille plus plongfe dans la dftresse que la 
nfitre. Les autres refugurs se trouvaient dans la meme situation que la ndtre, mais les enfants de 
mon age. eux, avaient un pere. C’est lui qui, hier, gagnait notre pain. Depub sa mon au combat, 
nous do muons desormais te ventre creux. Nous etions non seulement sans le sou. mab nous avi- 
ons perdu egalement le sens de la we. 

Nous n 'arrivions pas d comprendre notre situation. Vers Page de treize ans. j ai commence d 
me demander: pourquoi ne vivons nous pas tranquillemenl dans nos villages ? Pourquoi ne pou- 
vons nous pas mener une vie normale comme les autres tores humains ? L’UNRWA nous dLsirib- 
uait du pain, mais pourquoi pas d’armes pour ricuptoer notre terre.Je compris alors que celui 
!. qui possedait la force possedait aussi le droit: lefaible n ’avail aucun droit, meme s’il avail des 
revcndications legitimes. Jusqu’it aujourd'hui encore, c’est la plus importante legon que j'ai ret- 
er.ue de la vie. Toutes les experiences que j'ai vecues me Pont confirmee.» ■ 

Propos recueillls par 
Josephine I .ama et Christian Chesnot 


Politiques 

« Aujourd’hui je suis tier de l’lrak » 

Mohammad Faisal Al-Majali, secretaire general du Parti des partisans y se confie au Jourdain sur les grandes 
questions de la politique jordanienne. Quatrieme volet du rendezvous politique du Jourdain. 


Marcher 


f 


* 


Uhomme qui marchait 
dans sa tete 

nn rScit de Patrick Segal, 
1976. 

En pret au Centre 
culture! frahgais 


.. .L’hamme. 'qui marchait dans 
■ sa tile, est ixa idcit. relatant 
■’ Hiistoirc d'un jeune homme 
con danm d an fauteuij roulam. 

L'auteur. 'Patrick Segal, n£ en 
1948, a reyu pour cet ouvnige 
le. Prbc des ramsons de la presse 
et le Prix'vdrite en 1977. . 

6 avril .1972, d£b« et fin de la vie 
de Patrick, jenne bomme de 24 ans, 
Audjaw. cn lrmdsithfir apie. Ce jour- 
14, nme balle.de revolver ere use un 
sfllon Hanc son dos et d&hire sa 
moeQe fipinifcre. Tout change. Aprfes 
une anode de solitude et de ddses- 
poir, Patrick rfialise qu'il faut vivre. 
rriSme sans jambes. D apprend, com- 
prend beaucoup sur la vie. les vicis¬ 
situdes de 1’exisaence, et tea myst&res 
que cbacun garde en soi- 

L’homme qui marchait dims sa 
t£te est non senlement le rfeit de ce 
combat livre 4 soi mfime, mais dgale- 
xncnt une formidable aventure, un 
voyage intfirieur mais dgalemerit one 
p£i£grination siir toute la plandte 
riche en ddcouverte et en apprentis- 
sagedesoL - 

La lecture de ce rfirir autobiogra- 
phique •fai t naitre le Ci J ‘ if ‘menX, cfaez 
le lecteur, qu‘0 n’est pas simplement 
le ^rectatisur de c^te tragddie qui 
peu 4 peu se change ea triomphe- 
Cest iue question profOnddment ha- 
maine qui touche <Aacun d’entre 
nous, et qui fluanle nos certitudes 
les plus absolues. 

Mais Sq^l n'est pas unique, loin 
de El Panout. dans tous les pays,- 
dans handicapes -se = battent, non. 




Metis Segal n’est pas unique, loin 
de Uu. 


seulement centre une soci£t£ qui les 
rejeue .et les considfere souvent 
comme des fardeaux et des poids 
morts, mais aussi centre eux-tnemes, 
centre l'idde que sans jambes, on ne 
pern exister. Terry fox, un unijam- 
biste am&ricaio a fait un marathon sur 
sa seule jambe, montram ainsi que lui 
qui devajt Eire moms qu’un homme, a 
plus qu’un homme. 

L'homme qui marchait dans sa t£te 
□'est pas 1’oeuvre d'un Ecxivain. Ce 
n’est pas 4 propreznent parler une 
oeuvre litt£raire importante. Mais 
c'est la valeur humaine dp nScit qui 
touche et qui, id, compte. H reste ce- 
pendant que le livre n’est pas d£sagr&> 
able.4.lire. Patrick Segal se joue des 
mots, scande des phrases simples et 
spontandes. Prenant son lecteur par la 
main, il I'emralne dans les minuscules 
details de sa psychologie « de sa 
physioloeie, jusque dans des recoins 
j usque 14 insoupgounfs. ■ 


Saba Al-Sa^di 


Le Jourdain : En quoi le 
Parti des partisans se d£- 
marqne-t-B -on ne se d£- 
marqne-t-3 pas- des autres 
partis d’opposithra? 

Mohammad Faisal Al- 
MajalL- Q n'existe pas de vraies 
divergences entre le Parti des 
partisans et les autres partis de 
1’opposition. Nous travaiilons 
tous au sein de la Conference et 
nous exergons les meraes ac- 
. dons au niveau national. 
Comme les autres partis, nous 
avons envoy £ one d£16gation 
reprtsemam notre parti en Irak 
pour manifester notre soutien a 
ce pays sous le coup d'un em¬ 
bargo injnste. 

D’aiDeurs, poor assurer 
I’linitE de la Conference, nous 
avons renonce a sa pidsidence 
qui nous re venal t pounant. Ce- 
pendant nous d&irons que la 
Conference change sa fcujon de 
comrauniqoer avec le gou- 
vernement, et de faire entendre 
la voix des partis de 
1'opposidon. A cede fin, nous 
avons pr£sent£ recemment plu- 
sieurs propositions visam 4 
mofifier le fonctionnement de 
la Conference, et de pnSciser 
ses relations avec le gouveme- 
rnenL Nous sommes conscient 
de la ndcessitd d'avoir un pr£si- 
dent pour 7a JConfSrence qui 
doit Stre le porfe-parole de tous 
les partis, ce qui permet 
d’fviter les contradictions qui 



« On peat commettre 
un crime pour Writer 
un crime encore phis 
grave. » 

Mohammad Faisal 
Al-Majali 


peuvent etre vfihiculfies par des 
opinions exposdes dans ia 
presse. 

Par exemple, nous avons de¬ 
mand^ au gouvernement 
I’autorisation de maoifesler pa- 
cifiquement pour le cinquante- 
naire de l'occupation de la Pal¬ 
estine. Notre demande a 
refus£ par le Minisiere de 
I'iaterieur, sans qu’il n’y ait eu 
de dialogue. D'ott I’impOTtance 
d’avoir un accord d'honneur li- 


am tous les partis de 
ropposition. par lequel ils 
puisse faire entendre leur voix. 


Quelle est votre position 
snr la paix israflo- 
jordaniemie? Pensez qu'il 
faille ren£goder la paix? 

Notre conflit avec Israel 
n'est pas celui des frontiSres 
mais celui de I’existence. A 
partir de cette conviction, nous 
en reconnaissons pas I’fetar hti- 
breu. Mais d'un autre cot£, en 
raison de la dispersion des ef¬ 
forts des pays arabes, cet litai 
existe. Malgrti tout, nous lut- 
tons contre la paix isradlo- 
jordonienne et nous sommes 
conscients que la Jordanie, 4 
rfpoque ou eUe signait la paix, 
subissoit des influences 
etrangferes. Cela s'explique sim- 
plement: on pent commettre un 
crime pour £vitcr un crime plus 
grave. 

Mais nous souhairons que le 
gouvernement cesse 

I’acctflfiration du rythrae de la 
normalisation avec Israel, afin 
que i’on puisse utiliser ce trait£ 
de paix comme un outil de 
pression sur 1'Eiar bdbreu, en 
prenant en cotuple nos relations 
avec les pays arabes et leurs in- 
r£re(5 nationaux. Malgr£ la sig¬ 
nature de ce traite, la JonJpie 
reste raenac£e par les Isratfiens 
qui onl d£j4 violfi sa souverai- 
net£ tenitoriale en tentant de 


“AI Ansar”, le trouble-fete 


.^Classe panni les mouvements 
“naticmalistes panarabes”. Ie. Parti des 
paitiMns (“Al AnsaO a fitfi.fqndfi'en 
I995.^Le Parti dit 6tre finaned par les 
contributions de ses membres, des do- 
nations. et la vente de ses publica¬ 
tions. Sa June a pour objets majeuns 
>/ ‘unite, la liberti. la democratic*. 

A l’instar de nombreux partis jor- 
daqien& “Al Ansar” est loin de ras- 
sembler les foules. Pas pins de 670 
- membres ne composent en effet son. 
AssenAltie.. Mais cela n!eropSche 
nuUement cette fcaiz^fion de jouer, 4 
Voccasiouv lies ttoubfe-fttc. By » 

. deux mois, 116 de ses.membres se 
sont rendus en_ Lybie, violant de fait 
, I'embaigo adrien impost 4 ce pays, 


afin de montrer leur oppesitiop anx 
sanctions qui touche la patrie de 
Mooamraar Kbadafi. A la suite de 
cette incortade, le gouvernement a in- 
•tmiit au Secretaire g£n£rai Moham¬ 
mad Faisal Al-Majali de sortrr du ter- 
riioire jordanieo. D£j4 en 1986, ce 
dernier avail £te arr&t£ 4 Ketak au 
co urs de manifestations contre 
I'augnnroiation du prix du para pour 
“agiianon”. et.avmt incarcfirS une 

dizalne de jours. Plus recemment, il a, 
aq coins d'une.cession pari erne nlairc. 
pnbliquement accusd un ex-Premier 
ministre de corruption et avail roSme 
estimd la sonune d£tourn6c des caiss-. 
es de I’&al: plusieurs millions de di¬ 
nars.! 

Y.A^S. 


faire assassiner. 4 Amman, le 
secretaire gtindral de Hamas en 
Jordanie, Khaled Mechal. Les 
Isre£liens ne cesseat d’ailleurs 
de n£p£ter que notre pays pour- 
rait etre la patrie sulwtitntive 
des Pales tiniens, et c’est une 
raison de plus pour ne pas ac- 
corder de confiance 4 la paix. 

Qu elles grandes mesures 
sont 5 el on vous n£cessaires 
pour endiguer 

I’augmentation de la pauvre- 

t£? 

Notre vision est sur ce point 
tr£s claire. Tout d'abond il faut 
voir que la Jordanie souffre des 
consequences de la crise asia- 
tique et de la recession £cono- 
mique moodiale. Mais pour le 
cas de notre pays il y a en plus 
les accords de paix avec Israel 
qui en fait emptier la situation. 
Ce qui va de pain: avec le fait 
que la Jordanie a c6d6 aux rec- 
ommandations du Fonds mon£- 
taire international et a moltipli£ 
sa dene exlfirieure sans prendre 
en compte les conditions de vie 
des citoyens. 

De plus, face 4 la vaste oppo¬ 
sition populaire, le gouverae- 
ment dev ait faire qneique chose 
en faveur de son peuple pour 
I'apaiser mais au lieu d'exercer 
un contrfile sur les prix, il les a 
laisse augmenter. 

Nous pensons quant 4 nous 
que le gouvernement doit dirai- 
nuer ses expenses, tout en con¬ 
tinuant d’investir dans de 
vaues projets productifs afin de 
cnSer plus d'opponunitds de tra¬ 
vail. □ esc, de plus, oEcessaire 
que le Parlement adopte un loi 
comraignant les citoyens 4 ren- 
dre compte de la provenance de 
leur richesse, et ce afin de lutter 
contre la corruption. C’est le 
seul moyen de dormer confi¬ 
ance aux investisseurs Grang¬ 
ers. 

Que pensez vous de la poli¬ 
tique de liberalisation de 
i'economie? 

La liberalisation de 
1'dconomie naiionale a souleve 
la question de ia privatisation - 
n&Faste poor les conditions de 
vie de la population. D ne reste 
plus au gouvernement qu'4 
privatiser Ic Parlement ! Les 
question qui se posent sont, 
pour nous, les suivantes : pour¬ 
quoi le gouvernement no privai- 


ise-t-il pas les entreprises au 
bord de la fcilllite ? Pourquoi 
ne fait il pas participer les en- 
creprises jordanie ones aux pri¬ 
vatisations au lieu de cbercber 
un partenairc “stratdgique” 4 
rdtranger ? Cette politique 
laisse la porte ouverte 4 un seul 
partenaire qui a le plus Lntdiit 4 
investir en Jordanie; Israel. 

Que pensez vous de la situ- * 
ation de la presse en Jorda¬ 
nie? 

Nous avons d£j4 demand^ au 
Comitd pariementaire pour 
1'information d'abolir la loi en 
vigueur. La liberte de la presse 
est essentieUe car c’est un moy¬ 
en de relever les infractions fi- 
nanciferes co mini ses ainsi que 
de nombreux cas de corruption. 

■ C’est elle. notamment qui a re¬ 
veld cet dte, Petal de la station ’ 
depuration des eaux de Zay... 

Votre parti estle seul parti ■ 
jordanien qui n'a pas soutenu .’ 
1'Iraik lors de I'invasion du ’. 
Koweit. Quelle est mainten-; 
ant votre position 4 propos de ' 
I'embargo ?* 

Nous avons effectivemem re- I 
jet£ cede occupation mais i! ne 
s’agissait pas d’etre avec le ; 
Koweit et contre Flrak ; nous ; 
Gions consciems des mauvais- - 
es intention am&ricaine contre ' 
ce demier. Nous souhaitions ] 
que 1'Irak se retire du Koiweh; 
avec que I’Am£rique n’attaque. * 
Et no as pensons qu'une bonne - 
partie des tnaux des pays *. 
arabes sont une Emanation de la ' 
Guerre du Golfe. 

Maimenam. aprfes huit ans 
d’embargo, nous sommes con- > 
vaincus qu'il faille mettre un ' 
terme 4 la souffrance du peuple 
irakien, mais les Etats-Unis n’y : 
onl pas d’intGSt car I’lrak est le 
pays arabe le plus avand dans 
le domaine de l’ Industrie miii- 
lajre. IT me faut dire au- 
jourd’hui que je suis fier de 
1’Irak qui est le seul pays arabe 
4 avoir dirig£ ses missiles sur 
Israel .p 

Propos recueflKs 
par Yonssef Abn-SaJeh 


* Cet erttretien a e’tf ngalisfi 
a van i le d£bui des fmopes cen¬ 
tre 1’lrak. 
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Asian Games Notebook 


Israel considers return to Asian Games in 2002 

BANGKOK—Excluded from the Asian Games for political reasons, Israel may return to the 
continental sporting fraternity at the next gomes in South Korea. 

A games press release said a special invitation was being considered for Israel, which was 
excluded before the 1978 games under pressure from participating Middle Eastern countries. 

In its last games appearance, at Tehran in 1974, Israel won seven gold medals and finished 
sixth in the medals race. 

Iraq, is also banned from participation, an action which was taken following its invasion of 
Kuwait in the 1990 Gulf War. 

The 2002 games will be staged in Pusan. South Korea's second-largest city and major port. 
It is expected to attract 17.000 athletes, officials and media representatives, with competition 
set in 52 sports. 

The theme of the 2002 games will be "Asia is One.” and the mascot a sea gull displaying 
"dynamic power, purity and valiant spirit.” 

Records galore 

Eleven world and 48 continental records have been broken so fax at the Asian Games, and 
more countries are on the medals chart than at the last games, officials say. 

Weightlifting accounted for all the new world marks, with China breaking 10 and South 
Korea one. 

Records in weightlifting have been dropping like flies following a decision by the sport's 
ruling body to wipe all records prior to 199S off the books. The reason: too much doping in die 
sport tainted previous records. 

Of the 41 participating countries in Bangkok. 32 have been able to win medals while only 22 
shared the medals at the last games four years ago in Hiroshima. Japan. 

Still noticeably missing from the medals chan are Yemen. Bhutan and the Maldives, which 
have never won medals ai any games. 

"The best way to promote sport in Asia is to allow nations to win medals ar die Asian 
Games.” says Wei Jizhong. a senior official of the Olympic Council of Asia. “When a sport 
developing country brings home a medal, its people 
will be happy, and the government will put more 
money into sport.” 

Ito voted star of Asian Games 

BANGKOK—Japanese sprinter Koji Ito was Sun¬ 
day declared the top competitor of the 13th Asian 
Games, where he earned SI0Q 000 on top of his 
three gold medals. 

The 28-year-old was the star of the track and field 
contest, winning the men's 100 merer and 200m title 
and gening his third gold in the 4x 100m relay. 

He clocked an Asian record of 10.00 seconds in 
the 100m heats, agonizingly close lo becoming 
Asia's first sub-10-second runner. 

Journalists and officials ar the Games gave Ito 481 
votes out of around 1500 votes cast The top prize 
was $100,000. 

Kuwaiti weightlifter tests positive 
for doping 

A Kuwaiti has become the second weightlifter to pi v : np r to 
lest positive for banned drugs at the Asian Games. r - 1W 
officials declared. 

"Jaber Al-Ajmi has been disqualified after testing positive for nandrolone. a banned ana¬ 
bolic steroid,” the Olympic Council of Asia said in abatement. 

“I hope we don't have any more in the future/' said OCA president Sheikh Ahmad Al- 
Sabah. who is also a Kuwaiti. 

"f am very happy that there have been only two cases, which aren't that important, and they 
don't not involve champions.” he added. 

Ar the last games in Hiroshima. Japan said that they had 11 cases of 11 medals, and they 
had to change all the results. 

The Chinese were the main culprits in 1994. This time. Chinese officials assured that, exten¬ 
sive tests were carried out before the games to make sure that the athletes were clean. 

“In 1994. 15 athletes out of 700 tested were found to have used banned substances.” said 
Dr. Rueangsak Siriphol. chairman of the games' medical control subcommittee. 

Al-Ajmi was tested at random. December 14. after finishing 10th in the over 105-kilogram 
division. He came 10th with a total lift of 270 kilograms, well behind the 427.5 winner Kim- 
Tae-hyun of South Korea. Both samples from his urine test were found positive for nandro- 
lone, Lhe council said. 

It is said that Al-Ajmi was subjected to sanctions which were set by the International 
Weightlifting Federation. 

Earlier. Jordanian weightlifter Ayed Khawaldeb tested positive for the banned substance tri¬ 
amterene, the council announced. Triamterene is a diuretic, used for losing weight, allowing a 
competitor lo compere in lower weight categories. Diuretics can also be used to mask the use 
of other drugs. 

The sheikh said weigh differs still need more education against doping. “I hope the interna¬ 
tional federation will take serious action." he said. “This is the second case with weightlifters. 
They must try to solve the problem. Otherwise, it will be very had for the them.” he added. 

On Wednesday. Dr. Rueangsak said that about 800 athieres would have been tested by the end 
of the competition on Sunday. More than 6.000 athletes from 41 countries are competing in 36 
sports. 

Several athletes were thrown off their national teams before the games began as a result oF 
advanced tests. Those which were announced publicly included four South Korean gymnasts, 
a South Korean swimmer and a Japanese billiards player. 

Qatar loses men f s relay bronze after Chinese protest 

BANGKOK— The 
Qatar men's 4x100 
meters relay team was 
stripped on Thursday of 
the bronze medal they 
won on the Asian 
Games track after a 
protest by China, offi- i 
cials said. 

They said the Olym¬ 
pic Comminee of Asia 
(OCAl, which runs the | 

December 6-20 Asian 
Games, upheld a charge 
that a Qatari had 
impaled a Chinese 
runner and caused him 
to drop the baton in j 

awarded the bronze 
medal to Oman, which i 

had finished fourth. ' -_._-_^ _ l 




Qatari Suleiman the champion of5000 m race 


New Gulf conflict casts 
shadow over games village 

BANGKOK (Agencies)—Kuwaiti athletes at the Sunday. “This is sport, it has nothing to do with 
Asian Games expressed fears that Iraq may what's happening in Iraq.” he said 
attack their country Following US and British air Omani 400 metres relay runner Mansour Al 
strikes, while Pakistani and Indian athletes, threw Anbari said: “It’s not good that this should ftap- 
their support behind the Iraqi leader Kuwaiti pen. It’s not the Iraqi people's fault They are 
water polo plavere Nawaf AI Olaibi and Ali AI forced to do what Saddam says.” 

Enaizi said the United States and Britain had However, a Pakistani addI ari Indian athletes, 
been ri d ht to bomb suspected Iraqi weapons tar- threw their support behind the Iraqi leader. 
»ets "We don't want Iraqis to invade us "America is no good,** said Pakistani wrestler 
lonin "said Al Otaibr Muhammad Anwar. “Saddam Hussain is a good 

Al Enaizi added: "It's not die people in Iraq leader. America is just causing problems. They 
who are the problem. It is Saddam Hussain, want to control the world. 

should °et rid of him * Indian wrestler Kirpa Patel, standing next to 

So /T Ionian official who declined to be Anwar, said: "America is the problem, not Iraq. 
J5, S\he events should not be allowed to India and Pakistan have a few problems, but we 
overshadow the 41-nation Games which end are friends. Americans are not friends/* 


BANGKOK fReuteis)—The 13th Asian Gaines wrapped 
up in Bangkok last night, with host Thailand die big win¬ 
ner after beating a crippling economic crisis to-Stage a 
highly-praised event that was die last great sports event in • 
Asia this cenruiy. 

Marathon runner Lee Bopg-ju of South Korea, won die' 
final gold medal when he overcame Bangka’s sweltering 
heat to surge home in style. ' 

The last act took place when Crown Prince. MahaVajir- 
alongkom, standing in for King Bhuflribol Adulyadej, for- V 
mally closed an event that featured 6,554 athletes from 41 
countries or territories competing in 36 medal sports. ■ 

The next Games will be in the South Korean port of ' 
Pusan in 2002. 

Sheikh Ahmad AJ-Fabad Ai-Sabah. President of the 
Olympic Council of Asia, hailed the Games as “15 days of 
joy. friendship, harmony and fair play.” 

The success of the Gaines in the face of early predic¬ 
tions of organizational chaos has been a major morale 
boost to Thailand amid its worst economic crisis in 
decades. 

Almost as soon they began on December 6th, the 13th 
Asian Games shed their “unlucky” 13th tag and quickly 
became known as the "Happy” Games, an event largely 
free of serious controversy which lived up to its slogan of 
“friendship beyond frontiers.” 

China continued their unbroken reign since I9S2 as the 
Asian sports champion, collecting 129 gold medals, eight 
short of their haul at die last Games in 1994 in Hiroshima 
and far from the 183 record they won at the 1990 Beijing 
Games. 

South Korea came second with 65 golds and Japan third 
with 52. Thailand came a creditable fourth with its best- 
ever Games haul of 24 golds, compared with a dismal 
three in Hiroshima.! 



Iran dominates Kuwait for Asian 
Games soccer gold; China takes bronze 


BANGKOK. Thailand— being down 
to 10 men. Iran dominated Gulf rival 
Kuwait 2-0, to capture the Asian 
Games gold medal for soccer Saturday, 
while China easily outpaced host Thai¬ 
land in a consolation match for the 
bronze. 

A pair of first-half goals by Ahmed 
Karimi and World Cup veteran Karim 
Bagheri put die match out of reach for 
the struggling Kuwaitis, who missed 
star striker Jasem al-Huwaidi. who 
was out from the semifinal against 
Thailand with a badly strained thigh. 

It was the second Asian Games title 
for Iran, which beat North Korea for 
the gold in 1990- 

The Iranians, who are always the 
favorites for a gold, outplayed the 
Kuwaitis on every level in the first 
half. Midfielder Karimi shined for Iran, 
scoring on a high, close header in the 
4th minute from a comer kick and 
showing flair in carving up the Kuwaiti 
offense. 

Kuwaiti striker Faij Labceb, who 
reached die finals with nine goals, one 
more than al-Huwaidi, seldom threat¬ 
ened in the first half as the Iranians 
never allowed the Kuwaiti attack to 
gel. But the Kuwaitis also managed to 
shut down Bayern Munich star Ali 
Daei, Iran’s top games scorer with 
eight. 

Bagheri, another key prop in the Ira¬ 
nian side missing the injured Moham¬ 
mad Khakponr, struck his third goal of 
the games in the 29th minute, skirting 
the last layer of Kuwaiti defense and 
firing a tight shot from the edge of the 
goal area inside the far post. 

In the second half, the Iranians largely 
sat on their lead and allowed Kuwait to 
regroup and set up a series of free 



kicks and comers. Laheeb and Bader 
al-Halabeej threatened the gaol without 
any scores. 

In the 33rd minute, Iran was reduced to 
10 men when defender Mehdi Mahda- 
vilda was sent off after a high-boot 
interception . that' brought down 
Kuwait’s Muhammad Ben Haji. But 
Iran held off a relentless series, of 
Kuwaiti attacks to maintain the 
shutout. 

. *Tm very happy for die Iranian 
team." sad a jubilant .Daei before 
mounting the podium far the. gold 
medal. “The Iranian team is the best in 
Asia,” he added. A dejected al- 
Huwaidi said that a five day rest wasn’t 
enough to overcome bis injury and that 


“it was painful to sit on the sidelines 
and watch my team lose.” . 

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabab, 
head of the KuwaitT soccer federation / 
and the Olympic Councfl of Asia, said ' 
his players were intimidated; against 
the Iranians in the fiistTu&and Hsadb 
mistakes.- Inst found thdr footing again ' 
in. the last 45 minutes: ' 

*Tm happy for the Irafiuizb; they 
deserved it,”' the ; sheikh, 'sad. “The 
Kuwaitis are newcomers ~ and we are . 
missing suite of oox playezs.Tbey have • 
done very wetL” v,- 

Iranbrought a sidepsekedwitb World ' 
Cup veterans. Their . experience: 
showed throughout the ihree-wesk 
soccer competition among 23 original 


teantt. Tiny Oman upset die Iranians in 
the second round, but Iran otherwise 
. donrin^oJiis'matxAes. 

• Japaa aad South Korea, which also 
wear Wjftaooe and _a* the Iranian*; did 
pooriy, Jeft most of their World Cup 
7 veteran'at home in favor of bringing 
up younger players in preparation for 
.. die ZQOOOtympka in Sydney. 

In the bertie fortironze. China dashed 
. Thailand’s hopes of capturing its firsi- 
- ever soccer medal in the regional 
' Olympxc-styJe sportsficsL 

Crystal Palace star Fan Zhiyi opened 
tbe^cG*mgin tiie 25di minute before a 
■- -- dapacSy crowd of 20000 screaming, 
; flag-waving Thais in the southern city 
of SopgkWa, slotting a free kick 
^ dnoogb a break ia 'tbc Thai defensive 
*wtoKtfconIyscoreirtthe first half. 

' Substitute Wang Peng added the hku- 
' .-ranee 21 minutes into the second half. 

- taking a 12-meter shot that caromed 

• off the keepe* into the back of the net. 
V Ma Mmgyo, later, came down the right 

/Side and fired 20 meter kick at a tight 
..." angle for the final 3-O score. 

The goats were the third each in the 
Games fbrMa and Wang, and the sec- 
otuHorFsB. 

f'/TTre Thais Were a laggard shadow of 
-foe side, that upset heavily favored 
'South-Korea in Monday's quarterfinal. 
Under English coach Peter Withe, they 
. were hoping to advance, but China's 
superior depth kept them at bay. 

For China, also, die result was a dis¬ 
appointing decline from its silver ar the 

~ list Asian Games in Hiroshima, four 
years ago. The young Chinese squad 
. lost twice to Iran in the tournament, 

' once in a preliminary group and again 

• in Wednesday's semifuialJi 


Football Roundup 


English Premier League 
Chelsea finds first place; Man U 
loses at home to Boro 
LONDON— Chelsea soared to the top 
of the Premier League for the first 
time in nine years after a 2-0 victory 
over Tottenham while Manchester 
United slumped 3-2 at home to 
Middlesbrough. 

Uruguayan star Gustavo Foyer and 
Norwegian striker Tore Andre fired 
the goals at Stamford Bridge as Gian- 
lues ViaDi's team, which scored a 1-1 
tie at Manchester United on Wednes¬ 
day. came up with an even better result 
against Spurs. 

Chelsea took advantage of the fact 
that leader Aston Villa is not in action 
until it goes to Chariton on Monday 
and went above Villa on goal differ¬ 
ence with both teams on 33 points. 

United fell 3-0 down at -home to 
Middlesbrough which won at Old 
Trafford for the first time since 
January 1930. 

A Boro team managed by former 
Reds star Bryan Robson raced- into a 
three-goal lead through Colombian 
striker Hamilton Ricard, Dean Gordon - 
and Brian Deane before Nicky Butt 
and Paul Scholes replied. 

The loss means that Manchester 
United still hasn't won in five games 
since Brian Kidd quit as assistant man¬ 
ager to move to Blackburn. 

Middlesbrough, promoted last sea¬ 
son, moved up one to fourth place and • 
is only three points off the lead and a 
point behind United. 

West Ham moved up to sixth by 
scoring a 2-1 victory over Everton. 
French mid-fielder Man: Keller scored 
with a floating cross from the right and 
Trevor Sinclair netted with a diving 
header. Danny Cadamateri replied for 
Eycrton. 

Liverpool’s worst run for 44 years 
ended with a 2-0 victory over Shef¬ 
field Wednesday at Anfidd with goals 
from Czech forward Patrik Berger and 
Michael Owen, his 13th of the season. 
The victory moved Liverpool up three 



places to ninth. 

Southampton climbed off last place 
with a 3-1 victOTy-over Wimbledon at 
the Dell, where Norwegian forward 
Egil Osienstad scored tWkre and Has- 
san Kachhool, a Moroccan on trial at 
the club, added the other. - • 

The victory means that Nottingham 
FOrest slipped to last after conceding 
an equalizer in the - third .minute of 
injury time al home to -Blackburn. 
Rovers' Nathan Blake scored ;his sec¬ 
ond of the game after Steve Chettie 
and Dougie Freedman had given For¬ 
est. a 2-0 lead. Blackbarn is second 
from last, whh two points more than 
Forest. 

Coventry squandered a first half 


... . ' ■ • . “•.'fV’jq.' 5 ’*; 

lead and was: held .1-1 at 
home by Derby and is 
only four points off last 
place, dura from last-- * 
Instead of. fielding its. 
.22 million pound ^ strike 
: force of Alan Shearer and - 
.[Duncan Ferguson, New- 
' castTe didn't have either 
on-the stinting Kneop-hi 
the 1-0 victory over Lex- 
cester at St James Park. '' 
Ferguson was ridetined 
through -injury, and-' 
Shearer, who- has missed' 

six games with hanKtring'- 
trouble, made.a..second 
half appearance as n‘sub¬ 
stitute although, k' -was. 
'Scottish, mid-fielder. Ste¬ 
phen, Glasi who scored 
the winner. . 

' ■ Sunderiand . increased 
'its lead arop division one- 
to 11 points after a 0^) tie 
at Bmmngham. Second 
place Ipswich isM action 
Sunday against -Sheffield 
United.- - 

BfandesBga 
Bayern Munich whips 
Wotfeburg, rolls into 
c break ■ 

BERLIN—Bayern : Munch capped a 
big week Saturday-rolling to ils. 

third.rout and proving once ' 

the team is in a league of its own in: the 
BundesUga. . , .:f . : 

\ Munich blasted VfL Wolfsburg 3-0,. 
polishing off six remarkable days in : 
which the side'jumped.from second in 
the able to eight points dear as fhe 
league breaks-.for tbevrinter.' 

Along the. way, the': Bavarians ended 
up with a league reconi for the break 
of-' 14-2-2. Municfr crushefT Bayer 
Leveridisen, which led. (beatable on:, 
goal differential hi r a.’lopsided 3-0 
affair Sunday. On; Tuesday, the learn - 
strolled past&foencbenglau»cfa.2r0. 

But itsonlyreaThopes of aupsetmay 


have been wasted 24 seconds ini 
match when striker Roy Pr 
. stunned Munich by popping up 
tended in front of the goal. 

Munich’s non-stop attack 
rewarded in the 40th minute 
French mid-fielder Lizarazu s< 
perfect cross flying into striker Ca 

*““**?-^ big SIriker nude 
tnree defenders to head in the 
goa!- Ejber's header in the 86th 
SV 11 ? £0aJ ’ n««ching the Je 
high- Bosnia’s Hassan Saliham 
.then converted a penalty i US i h. 
>l.ewhwk Klca p I ir^ n J g USI “ 

Leverirosen, still, reeling from t 
hnnulrated by Munich, struggled 
M dmw agrnna h,to m r„. 

fomh p 


Statjgait 3-0 and JFreibur 
Bochum played to l-i. * 

Hansa’s • Gentian national 
gayer Oliver Neuvilfc^S 

Defender Zivkovjc had shot 

■assasAiatsy 


against sin 
of 41500 
enough 

chances,” 

Utiramatti 
Schalke 
since long, 
returned to 
This tftn 
connected, 
winner in £ 
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Welcome to 'The Star s. 
Workstation.. the absolute 
source on what, s hot and 
what s not in ' 
Jordan s . : T market. - 
err.aii us at 
Starts'N£ 73.com. Jo' 


starts go., com. jo 
with vour news and views 


A look back lit the news that made headlines and 
defined the face of1998: 

Top computer stories of 98 


THE YEAR J998 war an active 
year for computing and infor¬ 
mation technology, both_ inter-. '. 
nationally and regionally. - 
■ The computer press, world?' 
wide has been featuring Jhe 
highlights cf the year, and most 
agree on iheiop stories. For the; ■: 
readers ofthe,Stdr^yve have-put- : 
together soptewhaTaf a . Hook] 
back at; the year, based.on..the - 


fmaBcraJ fraud on line grew- 
. enormously- Expected to .hit 
$U trillion worldwide within 
the next decade,, e-cbmurerce is 
where the global marketplace is 
heading! 

: Mergh^jpowers' 

- Major companies have been 


on a*bayingsprce’, especially - iMac is the best selling com- 
jjn the Internet ' in - the USA.'Apple'is 


input of the'international press/" 'to* Online bought ICQ, then .finally - making a comeback. 
Next week; yve'deliver the top.*:'■ Great news for Mac fans, but 

'i how long can Apple keep it op? 


Next week,'yve. deliver the;Hop. >; 
events and . stories- in Jordan 
and die region :• V. * r . 

Year 2000 problem _ 

This is the story (hat made the - 
' moist headlines. The Year 2000 r 1 
problem, refened to as"YZK 
made headlines -and' received , I 
attention wraldwide. and; is; now, 
supposedly, on its way to bang 
solved. However, with one year •_* 

. to go, jt still sccrns that damages 

may be eattensiye.-The -bottom 
line is that hundreds of millions 
of dollars have already been 
spent on Y2K compliance. -. 

Microsoft’s legal battles -. 

This is die longest running 
story of.tfce year, and most peo- , 
pie are already sick of beating 
about it Basically, the whole... 
issue is with regard to Micior “ 
soft’s antitrust practices., .by.' 
which it deals rathhssly withits .. 
competitors; locking out Net- .. 
scape browsers, through its. con- > 
v trol over the Windows operating i 
system. Undoubtedly, BDLGats, 
chairman of Microsoft has been 
the most featured man in bust-. 
ness news worldwide!. 

The year of eH^mmerce 1 . • 


Jjm q, W.tay Nesapeiw . ^ ^ compos u tf* 

,,^4 tan T coming 


- Software glitches abound 
Windows 95 bad problems, 
shortly after release, as did the 
" new version of Windows NT— 

. and those are operating systems, 
i magine what arough year users 
-had with their applications! 

Cheap PCs, prices slashed 
Breaking foe unbelievably. 
; low $ 700 mark fer a well speci¬ 
fied Pentium H. supphm are 
finally taking computers to the 
masses. Into the coming 
;• months,' this trend will continue 
arid- expand to pover all other 


New, deadly bugs and viruses 
Newer : and ; even .. more 
vicious bugs emerged—one-of 
them could overwrite foe basic v 
’ boot-up BIOS code ou fotd- 
■ conqjatible computecs. The bug 
claimed S00 : computers ,at one 
company,700 at another. 

. Battiinglhe^over-dotimg’ 
trendEu processors 
•’ Intel took its battle public to 
stop the practice.of overclock- 
ing, whereby a processor is set 


Happy New Year! 999..1 




AT&T buys IBM’s network 
computing business for $5 billion 


AT&T AND IBM announced a 
series of strategic agreements 
under which AT&T will acquire 
IBM's Global Network busi¬ 
ness for S5 billion in cash, and 
the two companies will enter 
Into out-sourcing contracts with 
‘each other. IBM"will out source 
a significant portion of its glo¬ 
bal networking needs to AT&T. 
AT&T, on the caber hand, will 
out source certain applications 
- processing and data center man¬ 
agement operations to IBM. 

The transactions could repre¬ 
sent S2.5 billion in additional - 
revenue to AT&T in the first 
foil year of operation. The IBM 
: Global Network business 
AT&T will acquire the net¬ 
working needs of several hun¬ 
dred large global companies. 


thousands of mid-sized busi¬ 
nesses and more than 1 million 
individual Internet users in 59 
countries. The acquisition 
boosts AT&T's strategy to rap¬ 
idly increase the company's rev¬ 
enue. especially at its fast¬ 
growing networking services 
units. About 5.000 IBM 
employees will join AT&T as 
pan of the acquisition. 

The acquisition of IBM's glo¬ 
bal data network will accelerate 
our ability to deliver IP-based 
services to global customers. It 
will also enhance AT&T sophis¬ 
ticated new platform for reve¬ 
nue growth. By providing cus¬ 
tomers with more attractive 
global services, the acquisition 
will enable AT&T to compete 
more effectively with strong 


rivals for the provisioning of 
global managed data neiwork 
services, including IP. 

As pan of foe agreement, IBM 
will manage AT&T’s lease 
applications processing, includ¬ 
ing billing, servicc-order- 
proeessing. installation and 
maintenance for customers of 
AT&T business long-distance 
services. 

In addition, IBM will assume 
management of AT&T's data 
processing centers, which oper¬ 
ates corporate information sys¬ 
tems such as accounts payable 
and receivable, and employee 
payroll and benefits. 

Under the agreement, more 
than 2,000 AT&T management 
employees will be offered posi¬ 
tions with IBM. ■ 


cated 200MHz clock speed, 
■when they were actually 
100MHz processors. Oh dear! • 

- The rise of Apple, again! 

Thanks to the iMac, Apple is 
■back with a swing reporting 
profits and expansion ' plans 
'.-under.'. GEO Steve'Jobs. The 


New ‘Smart Virus’ attacks PCs 


A DANGEROUS com- ;- 

puter virus has j _ S' 
emerged. It is a self- ; 
replicating Windows ! 

NT virus. It recently 1 _~jp 
attacked MCI World- « *S|= 
Com, taking down its : 

-servers and scrambling | 
data last week. { 

It arracks Windows | 
NT-based networks 
and propagates over the net¬ 
work. It could be a virus 
designed specifically for acts of 
sabotage. The way this virus 
works is as follows. It com¬ 
presses the executable files of 


V Portable iMac, soon 

Apple Computer Inc. is to 
introduce a low-cost, laptop ver¬ 
sion of its hot-selling iMac con¬ 
sumer computer. Apple's antici¬ 
pated portable^ device will be 
called the WebMate and will be 
-made of translucent plastic, 
much like Apple's popular new 
. iMac desktop computer. It will 


-i servers and worksta- 

iyiS a ; tions that it encoun- 
r tens, rendering them 
g^oT-C, - unusable. It also 
Sv's' [ encrypts .DOC or 
= ! -XLF files with a 

; cipher that researchers 
gc j still have not identi- 
g a a i tied, making it impos- 
! sible to gain access to 
those files. The virus 
itself, which is written in C and 
also partly encrypted, is a savvy 
piece of programming. It logs 
itself in through domain admin¬ 
istrative controls and then cop¬ 
ies itself over the network 


include a 300 megahertz Pow¬ 
erPC processor. The WebMate 
will also have a built-in Internet 
network connection and a uni¬ 
versal capability to connect with 
external devices such as print¬ 
ers. This is part of Apple's plans 
to streamline its once-unwieldy 
product line into four main cate¬ 
gories and get back into foe 
consumer business. 


^ni0uiSce& lAr^bia 



nwff the bunch of its site' 

ft ln~ffogfofl> -anrt Arabic. 

Ibilttrnie^^gnjriators will 


’s-pwstJf 

■‘f&ses r ii 


fe.wfoover 150^ origSy^&fi«3>f 
towards the end of ihcyear; e- . -phers and end-users weremis- 
commerce took off wi* it as . ^ process that 4ndi- 

shqipmg, banking .and..even. : . . 
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Mo re than half of trade and 

GITeX Cairo space _ 

booked -J 

# 'Gitex Cairo.” foe \rj£ 
international debut of the !/.' WlJ?. 
Middle East's premier IT ^HLv' 

show, has received over- y ^ 
whelming support from 
exhibitors currently at I 
.Gitex Dubai. Out of foe ' 

6000 and 3000 square n 

purer Shaper Cairo’ 

respectively, more than J ? 9* ■$. ^ 

50 per cent of the haH f r .i. r £.- r 
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attacking other servers and 
even workstations that access 
those servers. It can use any 
link that can identify NT 
resources. It is also huge by 
virus standards at 120KB. It 
operates on a timing mecha¬ 
nism so that it propagated faster 
between 3 pm and 6 am — 
hours when network adminis¬ 
tration staffing is typically 
lower. A detection software for 
this virus may already be avail¬ 
able, but the worrying issue is 
that such viruses, set loose sud¬ 
denly can cause all sots of dam¬ 
age before being controlled. ■ 


space bas already been booked. 

A number of leading compa¬ 
nies have confirmed their par¬ 
ticipation at Gitex Cairo includ¬ 
ing Sun Micro-systems, Oracle, 
Novell, Iination ME, Compu- 
ware, MARC AM. CHS Aprec 
and Acer. The event has also 
received confirmed participa¬ 
tion from many of the leading 
Egyptian companies. Gitex 
Cairo is open exclusively to 
trade and specialist visitors and 
will be organized 
7. , .;J| concurrently with 
‘Computer Shopper 
Cairo”, dedicated to 
UL' retail sales targel- 
ing small compa- 
iiies and 

”cindividuals. 

>1=:^: Gitex Cairo will 

I R'Il be held at the Cairo 

lyi i 

gffi forenc* . ... jCsjfo: _ . 

between 2-5 April 
? 3. e. 1999. 
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Three quarters of a 
million Arabs online 

THE LATEST studies show that the number of users on foe 
Internet worldwide has broken the 150 million mark! 

This is a phenomenal number and resembles a massive 
increase of 30 million in less than six months! 

In May this year, a study showed the number of users on 
foe ‘net’ to be around 120 million, so the growth is amazing 
and it provides a sign of things to come. 

What's more, online business transactions are growing 
enormously and the Internet has established itself as foe 
next marketplace. 

So. with all this growth ■ 
internationally, its worth | 
taking a look at foe num- j 
ber of users in foe Middle j 
East—foe Arab countries 
in Asia and North Africa. 1 

According to a study ; 
published by Dabbagh ‘ 

Information Technology : 

Group (DIT». the number : 
of Internet users in foe ; 
region is around i 
7,280,000 users; with foe J 

possibility of exponential - 1 

growth taking place in foe 
coming months. 

So. the Arabs online—or rather foe Arabs online inside 
foe Arab world—haven't hit a million yet. but they should 
within six months, especially once Saudi Arabia gets on¬ 
line. In Saudi .Arabia, a country with a population of 14 mil¬ 
lion, you can expect that at least 40,000 users should go on¬ 
line. Here it is important to differentiate between foe num¬ 
ber of Internet accounts and foe number of Internet users, 
simply because more than one user may access foe same 
account. For example, in Iordan, there are some 10,000 
active Internet accounts. 

However, it is estimated that over 25,000 people in Jor¬ 
dan access the Internet regularly. Of course, owing to the 
wide-spread trend of Internet access centers—mainly Inter¬ 
net cafes—foe internet is gaining ‘populous”. What’s more, 
Internet server solutions in organizations enable tens, if no 
hundreds of employees, to access foe Internet at work from 
within the company's account! 

Simply, anybody and everybody who has computer 
knowledge or access to a computer is or will be on the 
Internet! 

Locally, foe picture looks quite encouraging. Relative to 
Jordan’s population, foe level of Internet penetration in foe 
country is among foe highest in foe region! 

Getting back to the Middle East picture, it is expected 
that users may start to perform transactions online—such as 
online shopping or banking—as credit card companies in 
the region and banks begin to authorize these activities. 
1999 is set to be yet another year of widespread Internet use 
worldwide and in the Middle East With the continuous 
drop in hardware prices, stimulating more PC sales, and 
with foe advent of Internet access centers such as cafes and 
libraries we should be seeing thousands more users from 
Jordan hopping onto the ‘net’. With the advent of foe mil¬ 
lennia, the information age will look like much more of a 
reality, and so will the global village. Hopefully, you will be 
able to share this world with over 1 million Arab users, 
playing their role as part of the 200 million strong on-line . 
community, and seeking to increase their relative number of 
‘electronic population’. ■ 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale, Furnished 
and unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 

Website: 

www.alxloun.com.jo 


Rent a Car 


CeI! Us 
faov/ 
551G427 
o5l v-b'2S 
551042S 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 

IfOTOiro 

f>ftS5VhrV?V. ■. 


AbmmTcL 5622299 
P.OJtt *493 Fax. 5692434 
Telex. 23999 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Bu d aeaa a aee 


Position:: 


Company: 


Address:.. 





P.OJtax: 


.Country:. 


Tel. 5664153 Fax. 5667170 
E-mail: Star@nets.com.jo 







Boston Fried Chicken 

^ □ 12 pieces of chicken 

| (regular & spicy) 

^ 34crinkle-cut fries 

« O I coleslaw 
s O 1 liter pepsi 
^ 0 4 pieces of bread. 


nly JDK 4 W 


Free delivery -.^rvice. Cil 
C>r Al MndinJh AI Mun.iw. 


.-tev'Vfe 


To advertise in 
this place please 
call the marketing 
department 






Airline 

Air France 
Air Algerie 
Air Canada 
Air India 
Airianka 

Al Yemen Airiine* 
Alitalia 

American Airline* 
Austrian Airlines 
British Airways 
British Mediterranean 
British Midland 
Cathay Pacific 
Cyprus Airways 
Egypt Air 
Emirates Airlines 
Gulf Air 
Iberia 

Japan Airlines 
KLM 

Korean Airlines 
Kuwait Airlines 
Lufthansa 
MEA 

Olympic Airlines 
Pakistan Inti Airlines 
Philippine Airlines 
Qatar Airways 
Royal Jordanian (H.D.) 
RJ (Flight Info.) 

RJ (Sales) 

RJ (Reservations) 

Royal Wings 

Saudia 

Turkish Airlines 


KSaBfew-gSi^ft.''- 

Telephone 

5666(155/5667824 

5688301 

4630879 

5688301 

5682140 

4653691 

4625203 

56fMWi 

5693845 

5828801 

5682145 

5694801 

4653*19/2 

5670267/56704^3 

4630011 

4643341 

4653613 

4637827 

4630879 

5655267 

5662236 

5690144 

5601744 

4636104 

5682140 

4625981 

4640201 

5684526 

5607300 

08-53200 

5663525 

5678321 

4875201/5 

4639333 

4659102 
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Some health guidelines 
for Ramadan 


Wonders of dates 


THTS ARTICLE provides useful advice on how 
to avoid some common problems encountered in 
Ramadan. If followed, it would enable one to 
fast comfortably and enjoy fully the spiritual 
benefits of Ramadan. 

During the holy month of Ramadan, our diet 
should not differ very much from our normal 
one. and should be as simple as possible. The 
diet should be such that we maintain our normal 
weight, neither losing nor gaining. However, if 
one is over-weight. Ramadan is an ideal time to 
normalize one's weight. 

In view of the long hours of fasting, we 
should consume slow digesting foods including 
fibre containing-foods rather than fast-digesting 
foods. Slow digesting foods last up to S hours, 
while fast-digesting foods last for only 3 to 4 
hours. 

■ Slow-digesting foods are foods that con¬ 
tain grains and seeds like barley, wheat, oats, 
millet, semolina, beans, lentils, whole meal 
flour, unpolished rice, etc. tcalled complex 
carbohydrates). 

■ Fast-burning foods are foods that contain 
sugar, white flour, etc. (called refined 
carbohydrates!. 

■ Fibre-containing foods are bran- ^ 

containing foods, whole wheat, ^ 00 £S&± 

grains and seeds, vegetables like 

green beans, peas, marrow. A/' gm H t 
mealies, spinach, and other fs . ^ 
herbs like methie, the g/ • Cj 

leaves of beetroot (iron- gf *• § 
rich), fruit with skin, as / 

dried fruit especially mi / f ^ 

dried apricots, figs and Bj | 

prunes, almonds, etc. Bi 
The foods eaten should 1*. T L 
be well-balanced contain- 
ing elements from each 
food group, ie: fruits, vege- t 

tables. raeat/chicken/fish. 
bread/cereals and dairy prod- r 

ucts. Fried foods are unhealthy 
and should be limited. They cause 

indigestion, heart-bum. and weight .. 

problems. 

Avoid 

■ Fried and fatty foods. 

■ Foods containing too much sugar. 

■ Over-eating especially at Sohour. 

■ Too much tea at Sohour. Tea makes you 
pass more urine taking with it valuable mineral 
salts that your body would need during the day. 

■ Smoking cigarettes. If you cannot give up 
smoking, cut down gradually starting a few- 
weeks before Ramadan. Smoking is unhealthy 
and one should stop completely. 


■ Complex carbohydrates at Sohour so that the 
food lasts longer making you less hungry. 

■ HaJeem is an excellent source of protein and 
is a slow-burning food. 

■ Dates are an excellent source of sugar, 
fibre, carbohydrates, potassium and magnesium. 

■ Almonds are rich in protein and fibre, with 
less fat. 

■ Bananas are a good source of potassium, 
magnesium and carbohydrates. 

Drink 

■ As much water or fruit juices as possible 
between Ifrar and bedtime so that your body 
may adjust fluid levels in time. 

Constipation can cause piles (haemorroids). 
fissures (painful cracks in anal canal) and indi¬ 
gestion with a bloated feeling. 

Causes: Too much refined foods, too little 
water and not enough fibre in the diet. 

Remedy: Avoid excessive refined foods, 
increase water intake, use bran in baking, brown 
flour when making rod. 

Indigestion And Wind 

Causes: Over-eating. Too much fried and 
fatty foods, spicy foods, and foods that produce 
wind eg: eggs, cabbage, lentils, and carbonated 
drinks, like Cola, also produce gas. 

Remedy: Do not over-ear, drink fruit juices or 
better drink water. Avoid fried foods, add ajmor 
to wind-producing foods. 


Lethargy 

(low blood pressure) Excessive sweating, weak¬ 
ness. tiredness, lack of energy, dizziness, espe¬ 
cially on getting up from a sitting position, pole 
appearance and feeling faint are symptoms 
associated with “low blood pressure”. This 
tends to occur towards the afternoon. 

Causes: Too little fluid intake, decreased salt 
intake. 

Remedy: Keep cool, increase fluid and salt 
intake. 

Caution: Low blood pressure should be con¬ 
firmed by taking a blood pressure reading when 
symptoms are present. Persons with high blood 
pressure may need their medication adjusted 
during Ramadan. They should consult their 
doctors. 

Headache 

Causes: Caffeine and tobacco-withdrawal, 
doing too much in one day. lack of sleep, and 
hunger usually occur as the day goes by and 
worsens at the end of the day. When associated 
with “low blood pressure", the headache can be 
quite severe and can also cause nausea before 
Ifrar. 

Remedy: Cut down caffeine and 

tobacco slowly starting a week or 
two before Ramadan. Herbal and 
^^0 caffeine-free teas may be sub- 

stituied. Reorganize your 
9 schedule during Ramadan 

35 to ^ ave ade< l uale 

ggg jwfBBMPy til Low Blood Sugar 

Jli Weakness, dizziness, 

£ M; tiredness, poor concentra- 

M; tion, perspiring easily, 

C M; feeling shaky (tremor). 
M; unable to perform physical 
jmKyggu m activities, headache, and 
palpitations are symptoms of 
** low blood sugar. 

Causes in non-diabetics: Hav- 
ing too much sugar ie: refined carbo¬ 
hydrates especially at Sohour. The body 
produces too much insulin causing the blood 
glucose to drop. 

Remedy: Eat something at Sohour and limit 
sugar-containing foods and drinks. 

Caution: Diabetics may need to adjust their 
medication in Ramadan, consult your doctor. 

Muscle Cramps Causes: Inadequate intake of 
calcium, magnesium and potassium foods. 

Remedy: Eat rich foods in the above miner- j 
ais eg: vegetables, fruit, dairy products, meat 
and dates. 

Caution: Those on high blood pressure medi¬ 
cation and with kidney stone problems should 
consult their doctor. 


Peptic Ulcers, Heart Burn, Gastritis And Hia¬ 
tus Hernia 

Increased acid levels in the empty stomach in 
Ramadan aggravate the above conditions. It 
presents as a burning feeling in the stomach 
area under the ribs and can extend up to the 
throat. Spicy foods, coffee, and Cola drinks 
worsen these conditions. 

Medications are available to control acid lev¬ 
els in the stomach. People with proven peptic 
ulcers and hiatus hernia should consult their 
doctor well before Ramadan. 

Kidney Stones 

Kidney stones may occur in people who have 
less liquids to drink. Therefore, it is essential to 
drink extra liquids so as to prevent stone 
formation. 

Joint Pains 

Causes: During Ramadan, when extra Sal ah 
Iprayers) are performed the pressure on the 
knee joints increases. In the elderly and those 
with-arthritis this may result in pain, stiffness, 
swelling and discomfort. 

Remedy: Lose weight so that the knees do 
not have to cany any extra load. Exercise the 
lower limbs before Ramadan so that they can 
be prepared for the additional strain. Being 
physically fit allows greater fulfilment, thus 
enabling one to be able to perform Salah with 
ease and comfort* 

Dr Farouk Haffejee Jslamic Medical Asso- 


By Star Staff Writer 

MOST MUSLIMS break their fasting 
everyday by eating a number of dates. 
This has become traditional not only 
for people across the Arab nation, but 
in the Muslim world as well. It has 
became the norm practiced by many 
Muslim households to eat few dates, or 
sip just a little water, then go for the 
evening prayers. It is suggested that 
this process actually relaxes the mus¬ 
cles of the stomach, and prepares it for 
the full feast that is to follow. 

Over the centuries, and certainly 
since the birth of Prophet Mohammad, 
dates have become pan of the diet and 
culture of the Muslim world. But. 
dates have a much deeper meaning for 
Muslims, since its religious and spiri¬ 
tual value was signified by die holy 
Koran. The word date, for instance, 
was uttered 20 times in 16 Sura. 

And this is basically because of the 
healthy and nutritional values of the 
date. Back at the time of Prophet 
Mohammad, and since then, the date 
has served the people of the 
area—Arabian peninsula and its sur¬ 
rounding regions—well. This is 
because of the harsh terrain and envi¬ 
ronment which Arabs had to endure. 

Prophet Mohammad knew the deep 
healing effects of dates, which have 
grown rich in abundance in various 
parts of the Arab worid. 

These healing aspects were proved 
to be correct by present medical 
research. The Prophet used to say eat¬ 
ing dates for the mother would protect 
her and the fetus during pregnancy. 
Dates also help the mother and the 
baby in the post-natal period. 

Further to this, it has been proven 
that dates actually help to stop die 
hemorrhage of women, and controls 
blood pressure during pregnancy. And 
in the old days, it was believed that 
eating dates would help to make the 
liver "’stronger, and safeguard against 
sore throat It was thought that those 
who don't eat dates would suffer from 
tooth aches and headaches. 

But there is much more. A date is 
not only a fruit, but it can serve os a 
meal, a drink and as a desert. Medical 
experts today agree also that eating 
dates helps to strengthen your gums, 
stomach, stops diaormiha and bleeding 
hemorrhoids. Every 100 grams of seed¬ 
less dates contain calcium, phosphate, 
and iron. Medical experts argue that 
these mineral dements would help you 
from getting heartburns. This is 



because dates have both vitamin A, B 
and lots of proteins, which are essen¬ 
tial to the body. 

For a long time, people of the Ara¬ 
bian peninsula ate dates with milk and 
yoghurt This had been the traditional 
diet for Arabs who lived in Mecca. 
Madina, Yemen, Baghdad. Damascus 


and presently Amman.. 

Today, dates are no longer eaten like 
they were in the old days. They are 
still traditional and part of bur region 
and culture, but as society developed, 
they have become marginal, side-plate 
if you like, of main dishes on our table. 

But. this is really sad,' because the 




richness of the date may have become 
under-estimated. Dates for instance are 
still some of the best natural medicines 
to increase the muscles, and the nerves, 
and to keep people looking young. AH 
we can say now is keep eating dates 
They do not only taste good but arc 
also excellent for your health.* 
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Merry Christmas 


Presents and jingle bells all the way 

l«l _ f .j __ —'...— . 


By Gbassan Joha 

Slur Staff Writer 

MERRY CHRISTMAS. This is the greet¬ 
ing all Christians from all over the world 
will say to each other, on Friday 25 
December. For many in the Christian 
community in Jordan. Christmas is - not 
only for the family, but its about visiting 
friends and relatives above alL however, 
its about rebuilding spiritual bonds. 

For many centuries, Christmas was cel¬ 
ebrated by the singing of carols. From the 
first recounting of the story of the nativ¬ 
ity. humans have celebrated the occasion 
with words, art and special foods. 

The name Christmas comes from the 
old English term of 'Crisies maesse,* 
which means “Christ's Mass." Later on. it 
developed as a Christian festival on 25 
December, to signify the birth of Jesus 
Christ. 

According to a Roman almanac, the 
Christian festivities of Christmas were 
first celebrated in Rome in 336 AD. 

However, in the Eastern part of the 
Roman Empire, 7 January was designated 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

li was only during the 4 century that the 
25 December was adopted os the date for 
the birth of Jesus Christ. Generally, the 
western and eastern churches followed 
suit, but there are still eastern churches 
who stick to the 7 January dare. 

Tile traditional customs connected with 
Christmas have developed from several 
sources coinciding with the celebrations 
of the birth of Christ. 

In the Roman world. Saturnalia fwhich 
week before Christmas), was a 
2X °LT e, 2' rowing and exchange of 



regarded as the birth 
date of the Iranian 
mystery god 

'Mithra,' the Sun of 
Righteousness. On 
the Roman New 
Year which is 1 Jan¬ 
uary, houses were: 
decorated with 

greenery and lights, 
gifts were given to 
children and the 
poor. 

German and Cel¬ 
tic 'Yule' rites were 
added to these obser¬ 
vances. when the 
Teutonic tribes pene¬ 
trated into Gaul (old 
France). Britain and 
central Europe. Food 
and good bakeries, 
the Yule log and 
Yule cakes, greenery 
and fir trees, gifts 
and greetings all 
commemorated dif¬ 
ferent aspects of this 
festive season. 

Fires and lights, 
which are symbols 
of warmth and last- 
ing life, have always f 
been associated with ! 
the winter festival, 
both pagan and 
Christian. 

Christmas traditions, such as sending 
cards and decorating trees, have similarly 
interesting backgrounds. The practice of 
sending Christmas cards, has been fol¬ 
lowed by all English-speaking countries. 



The use of ever¬ 
green trees as a sym¬ 
bol of eternal life 
was an ancient cus¬ 
tom of the Egyp¬ 
tians. Chinese and 
Hebrews. Tree wor-. 
stop, common 

among the pagan 

Europeans, survived 
after their conversion 
to Christianity in the 
Scandinavian custom 
of decorating the 
bouse and bam with 
evergreens at the 
New- Year to scare 
away the devil, and 
of setting up a tree 
for the birds during 

Christmas-time: it 


England in the early 19th century, and 
by the German Prince 
I™*: husband of Q u «n Victoria. The 
^cronan tree was decorated with candles. 

from 

?E5fL by nbbon Md Pape* - chains. 

St ^ aS were ^ height of fash- 
JLI 9 * century in the United 
States, where German settlers brought 

ST£? 35 ^ nth cenlury - In 

5.^J^ t ’r9 in ? a ^ ls trees werer intro- 
duced by US missionaries in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries. 

PhS People oyer the world regard 

%j° ly and a holida y- 
For the birth of Jesus Christ was seen as 

^ SP™ of joy-into the - 
world. And for the children, what could 
be more exciting during this special time 
than a visit from Santa Claus'* 

.L?^ b ? 1 S ved ima 8c of Santa Claus as 


and is growing in others. 

Though wood engravers produced 
prints with religious themes in the middle 
ages, the first Christmas cord, as the term 
is now understood, is believed to have 
been designed in England in 1843. The 


design was of a family party, beneath 
which were the words: “A Merry Christ¬ 
mas and a Happy New Year to you.” 

The Christinas tree is evergreen and 
decorated with lights and ornaments as a 
part of the season's festivities. 


™? n . tfui bt, jolly, beairiS old man who rtv« 

Children is derived from * ’ 
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and J^ed later by ters- to hfoi ch i ldren often write ler- . . 
cookies. Candles were, also added bv the “L u? h °P®S for a special cift or a 

Germans as a symbol <Sf ChrisL ^ “ visit by him. Santa ClauVw . 






















